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LOST DOG SCAM - PET OWNERS BEWARE 
By Lori Powell * 

You've lost your dog. You comb the neighborhood, 
whistling and calling. You plaster every telephone pole, every 
bulletin board, with neon posters de~ril:,ing your pet. You 
call all the animal shelters in the area. You place an ad in the 
newspaper and spring for the phone eve12¢ time it rings hop- 
ing to hear those magic words: "I 'm calli]ag about the dog 
you lost..." A week passes, and you hear nothing. Then it 
happens. One evening you receive a collect call: 'q'his is 
about the dog you've lost. Will you accept charges?;' 

"Yes!" you scream into the receiver 
The man who calls is certain he's found your dog. t ie 

launches into a long story. His family owns a chain of pet 
stores, he says. Three days ago a man walked into hi.,; uncle's 
store near you and sold his uncle a dog. Then, a woman 
came into the uncle's shop and wanted to buy the dolt. She 
put down a deposit. The woman lives in Atlantic City, so the 
uncle had a store courier deliver the dog to the Atlantic City 
store. Then, this very evening, the uncle saw your ad in the 
"Lost" section of the classifieds. He was horrified to realize 
that the dog he has sold three days ago, ~he dog he has 
shipped to Atlantic City, belongs to you. He called the 
Atlantic City store and told them to send the dog back. He 
called his nephew in Philadelphia and told him to call you to 
verify the dog is yours. 

The nephew, who says his name is Pat, asks you to 
describe your dog. You do. By now you ~tre practically trem- 
bling with excitement. It sounds plausible. Your dog is a 
purebred, a beautiful animal, and whoew:r found him 
smelled money. He sold him to a pet store. And now Pat, this 
kind, sincere man on the other end of the phone line, wants 
to return your dog to you. You ask him what you need to do 
to get your dog back, Well, says Pat, the courier is bringing 
him back and he, Pat, will call you tomorrow morning at 9:00 
with more details. All Pat expects of you is that you'll pay the 
courier fees, and the vet bill ( they checked your dog over), 
and reimburse your uncle for whatever he paid for your dog. 
"Of course," you say. "When I see the dog and know he's 
mine, I'll be willing to pay whatever you ask. By the way, 
what is the name of the pet store?" At this point Pat hesitates, 
saying he needs to be careful because pet stores can be 
accused of stealing pets. "Okay," you say, with the slightest 
stirring of unease in your belly. You ask Pat for his phone 
number and he readily gives it to you. This reassures you a 
bit. 

'TII call you tomorrow," says Pat. 
Once off the phone, you are ecstatic. Your clog, who you'd 

given up for dead, is alive and well. You tell your husband 
and son and you all dance around the kitchen shouting and 
laughing. You call your friends and tell them the good news. 
But, as you repeat the story first to one person, then to 
another, the unease you felt at Pat's secretiveness returns 

and begins to take hold. Something is wrong with this pic- 
ture. You try calling Pat back. The number he gave you is 
out of service. Still, he said he needed to be cautious. 
Perhaps he's just trying to protect himself and his family's 
business. You spend a sleepless night anticipating the call 
the next morning. But when 9:00 rolls around, Pat does not 
call. An hour passes, then two. Your anger grows to homici- 
dal proportions. He's  got your dog, you're sure of it, and he's 
not going to give it back. Or, perhaps it is all a cruel hoax. 
But why? 

You go back to the newspaper classifieds. Someone else 
has als0 advertised a lost dog. You call, and wince at the note 
of excitement you hear in her voice when you say you're call- 
ing about her ad for a lost dog. "I don't want to get your 
hopes up," you say. "I haven't found your clog. I've lost my 
dog, too, and I 'm wondering if you received a call from some- 
one claiming to own a pet store..." You are only a few sen- 
tences into your story when she begins to fill in the details. 
Yes, she also received a call like this, complete with the bit 
about Atlantic City. The man who called was also named 
"Pat", and, of course, he only wanted to cove]- his expenses 
and she would have her beautiful dog back. When she 
pressed him for more information, he hung up. "Pat" lost his 
nerve, both with you and with this other clog owner and 
never carded his seam to completion. He never got the money 
he deafly wanted. 

But the other dog owner, I'll call her Jane, has more sto- 
ries to tell. She's been the victim of another scare artist, a 
seemingly sincere "Seventh-Day Adventist" whose sister had 
supposedly found the lost dog. He and his family had been 
praying for days to find the rightful owner. Meanwhile, the 
dog was being "loved to death" by two little girls. Jane and 
her husband trusted this man and eventually ended up giv- 
ing him money, whereupon the man took off, never to be 
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CABIN JOHN CITIZENS ASSOCIATION 
MEETING 
Tuesday, September 26 ,  7:30pro 
Clara Barton Recreation Center 
ZONING ISSUES 
The September meeting will include a discussion of a recent 
flurry of construction proposals in our area and their potential 
impact on the community. 

1. Zoning variance request at the end of Arden Road 

2. Construction proposals for three houses al 7814 MacArthur 
Boulevard (near Seven Locks Road 

3. Proposal to build 52 single family units on 68 acres at 
Bradley Boulevard and Persimmon Tree Road. 

Detailed information will be available at the meeting. Please 
plan to attend. 
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Backw as C l, Jo , 
The Village News of September 1986 reported an inter- 

esting event had taken place in Cabin John that month 
when Reed Martin led a walking tour of S{~rs, Roebuck * 
houses in our community. Between 1910 and 1937 these 
houses, sold by Sears through its catalogue, were shipped 
in prefabricated pieces to the building site and then erect- 
ed quite rapidly. Somel~o different models, were offered 
by Sears. The 1986 tour walked by 25 Sears houses still 
standing in Cabin John and visited the interiors of two of 
them. 

The Sears houses are just part of the diverse architec- 
tural history of our town. In years past, the Cabin John 
Citizens Association has occasionally organized - with the 
cooperation of the home owners - an afternoon of "open 
house" visit to some of the more interestin~g houses, both 
old and new. How about planning this activity again in the 
spring of 1996? 

During the early years when Cabin John was growing, 
the community faced many problems as revealed by look- 
ing through the old records of the Citizen,; Association. 
Telephone service was one issue that agitated the corn- 
munity for at least a decade. 

In the fall of 1923, W.B. Armstrong, the Association 
President, wrote a rather strong letter to the President of 
the C & P Telephone Company complaining about the 
i ~ - d ~ f f ~ t ~ f i ~  service. At-th-~t-tim~-th~?-e-fitir-Egtretch 
of Montgomery County along the Potomac from the DC 
line through Cabin John was served by only 4 telephone 
lines. Sixty people shared these so-called "~rural" lines 
which meant that there were about 15 subscribers, both 
businesses and homes, on each line, each with its own, 
distinctive ring. 

The records show extensive correspondence between 
the company and the Citizens Association but apparently 
no improvement in service. Three years later Mr. 
Armstrong wrote again in exasperation following an ::. 
increase in rates from $1.25 a month to $1.75 a month. 
Moreover, every call into Washington, DC was charged 5 
cents extra, which meant, said Mr. Armstrong, that he 
paid another $1.75 for the average of 35 calls to 
Washington he made each month. 

He went on: "Another...dissatisfaction w:,ith the over- 
loaded rural lines is the manner in which the calls are 
handled. On my own line, for example, there are a couple 
of parties whose telephones are apparently seldom 
answered, and the operators for some reason unknown to 
me ring these phones for an hour at a time:. This constant 
repetition of a ring 75 or 100 times at inter/als all day long 
certainly is an annoyance to everyone else on the line, 
whose phones of course also ring. Then there are of 
course the many 'listeners' who interfere with your priva- 
cy and prevent the user from hearing disti:acfly." 

In October 1925 C& P responded by offering individual 
or four-party service to Cabin John residents in addition to 
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the overloaded rura~ lir~es. The residential individual rate 
was set at $2.75 per month, but in addition each sub- 
scriber had to pay a $3 per mile "mileage 
charge" from Bethesda, bringing the total ~ ~ i \  
monthly bill to $11.75, a very steep price in 
those days. 

Space does not permit a detailed report on 
• it was not all the subsequent negotiations. But 
until 1932 that the Citizens Association 
appeared to be satisfied. A new "metropoli- 
tan" service was offered, at a somewhat 
higher rate, but without the mileage / 
charge and with no toll on calls into / , \ jf ,  li~x~ 
Washington. Ten years of citizen __[~.-- 
effort finally paid offl ' ~  

Thanks to Village News Archivist'" 
Andy Rice.for contributing this.feature. I.f you have 
photos or mementos of the good old days in Cabin 
John, the Village News would like to use them with this 
.feature. 

: ~  ~ • h , . ~ , ~  • r ~  ......... 

71110 WOODROW PLACE 
CABIN JOHN.  MARYLAND 7.~18 

JOHN HUGHES 
229-$111 

The Glen Echo Baptist Church 
Vassar Circle, Glen Echo, MD 

Jesus Christ is our Lord, Saviour anti God.He still per- 
forms miracles at the Glen Echo Baptist Church. A born 
again Fellowship. 229-4430. 

Sunday Morning: Prayer 8:00, Family Sunday School 
9:30, Worship and Praise, 11:00. 
All are invited!! 

Sunday Evening: 6:00 Why we believe the Jewish Bible, 
7:00 Praise, Testimonies, Worship, Singing. 

Wednesday Evening: 7:00 Prayer, Testimonies, Bible 
questions 

Friday Morning: 10:00 Community prayer and Bible 
study 

Collecting food and clothing for the homeless and needy. 

") 



5454 Butler Road 
Bethesda, MD 20816 

- ' L a n d s c a p i n g  - - - -~e~,- - , -  
& 

St~,pply C o m p a n y  
Phone: (301 } 656-325~ 

Fax: (301) 718-017~ 

1995 PRICE LIST 

BULK PRODUCTS 

DOUBLE S H R E D D E D  H A R D W O O D  M U L C H  ................... $19.30 

(PREM3[-L-M GR:~DE) 
per cubic yard 

P R E M I U M  G R A D E  H O R T I C U L T U R A L  TOP SOIL ........... $28.50 per cubic yard 

SCREENED TOP SOIL .......................................................... $25.00 per cubic yard  

LEAFGROSOIL-A_MM.ENDMENT-.-.=.-. ....... . .......................... S 19.50 per cubic yard 

BAG PRODUCTS 

DOUBLE SHPvEDDED H A R D W O O D  M U L C H  (3 CUBIC FEET) 
1 - 2 0  BAGS ............ $2.99 EACH 

21-50 BAGS .......... $2.79 EACH 
51-100 BAGS ........ $2.69 EACH 

PINE B A R K  N U G G E T S  (3 CUBIC FEET)  
MINI  SIZE ............ $3.40 EACH 

LARGE SIZE ........ $3.40 EACH 

C O W  M A N U R E  ........................ :50 lb. B A G  ........................................ $2.25 EACH 

HUMUS ..................................... 40 lb. BAG ........................................ S1.99 EACH 

LEAFGRO ............................ 1,5 CU, FT, BAG ................................... $2,50 EACH 

C O M P R O .  1 ~ rTT FT BAG ........ .............. $2.65 EACH . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . i . . J  % . / ~ . 2 .  . 

TOP SOiL ............................. i .5  CU. FT. BAG .................................. $2.50 EACH 

C A L L  FOR D E L I V E R Y  C H A R G E  IN Y O U R  A R E A  
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seen again. And of course, there was no dog. Since this call, 
three more  scam attempts were made zgainst Jane and her  
husband. They  still have not found thei:r dog. 

What can you do if someone calls cla!iming to haw_ ~ your  
dog, and you suspect  a scare? First of all, never arrange to 
have them bring the dog to your  home. Meet  them in a pub- 
lic place or, even better, arrange to meet them at your  local 

i / . 

police station (you can call and say you re w o m e d  about the 
possibility of a scam). After the caller hangs up, trace the 
call. You can do this by pressing * (star) 57. As long as the 
call is within your  calling area, it can be traced. The  fee from 
your phone company for each successfid trace is $1.00. Call 
your phone company and ask for the "annoying pho:ae call 
line," Also, while you're  talking to the potential scarn artist, 
pay attention to the sound of his or  her  voice (any accent?) 
and to any background noises. This is information you can 
give to the police. And of course, never give anyone money 
until they give you the dog. 

This is a cautionary tale. Scare artists will play on your  
emotions and soak your  pocketbook. Hopefully, as more peo- 
ple are informed, these scam (scum?) artists will be routed 
out of their anonymous dark corners and brought  to justice. 

Note: The  writer lost her Standard ~ h n a u z e r  in the 
Potomac River July 13, 1995. 

Neighborhood EvenLs 
GIBSON G R O V E ' S  AFRICAN FESTIVAL 
7700 Seven Locks Road 
Saturday, September 30, 1995 
12 noon - 6 p.m. 
Set-up Tables Featuring: White Elephant ;Sale, 
Bake Sale, Art Display, Traditional Mrican- 
American Foods 
For  m o r e  information call Celes te  S w e d e n b u r g  22.0,-3273 
Rev. Wi lmer  T. Frazier  Jr., Pas tor  

OPEN HOUSE 
Bannockburn Cooperative Nursery School 
November 11, 1995, 10:00 a.m. 1o noon. 
Meet  our  teachers ,  cQ-oping parents ,  and s tudents ,  and 

sign up for  our  1996-1997 classes  for 2 to 5 yea r  olds. 
B a n n o c k b u r n  N u r s e r y  School  has  an immedia te  open- 

ing in the cu r ren t  3 /4  yea r  old class, which  mee t s  
M o n d a y -  Fr iday  fi 'om 9:30 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. For  infor- 
mation, call 320-4252 or  229-8395. 

To announce an event in The Village News send a written notice 
to: Editor, PO Box 164, Cabin John Md 20818. The next dead- 
line and mailing date is published on lhe in:,ide back page. 
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F I N A N C I A L  STATEMENT 

CABIN JOHN VILLAGE NEWS 

September 1, 1993 - August 31, 1994 

Beginning Checkbook Balance (9-01-94) ...................... $433.25 

INCOME ....................................................................... $5,590.09 
Display advertising ......... i ......................... $2,550.25 

Classified advertising .................................... 297.80 
Insert advertising ........................................... 125.00 

Donations .................................................... 2,500.00 

Interest - checking .......................................... 32.04 
Subscriptions .................................................... 85.00 

Total: .......................................................... S5,590.09 

EXPENSES ................................................................. ($5,270.44) 
Printing expenses ..................................... $3,605.64 

Mailing expenses: 

Monthly mailing .................................... 1,306.22 
Bulk rate fee ............................................... 85.0() 

Labels ........................................................ 208.58 
P.O. box rental ................................................. 35.00 
Postage ............................................................. 30.00 

Total: .......................................................... $5,270.44 

Total of income minus expenses ..................................... $319.65 

Ending checkbook balance (8/31/94) ..... 
Submitted by: 
Jerry Rhodes 
Business Manager, CJVN 
September 15, 1995 

$752.90 

WIN Asso C O" 
v,t m,n  0oo  g Q p p 
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LETTERS 
I I 

To the Editor, 
While I found Marie Rojas' letter (The Village News, June 

1995) instructive and complimentary I did note that tile name 
of the home builder was not mentioned. Mr. W. Dennis 
Clune has now chosen to identify himsel:[ (The Village News, 
August 1995) not only with his moniker, but with a plethora 
of distortions and non truths. 

In 1992 1 was sorry to know the wooded lot next to me 
would disappear, but I readily signed the petition brought to 
me by Mr. Morgal so that he and his wife,, could subdivide 
their property and use it as they wished. 

It should be pointed out that contrary to Mr. Clune's state- 
ment I never met him until after construction of his house 
had begun. At that time he was not only aware of the (:hick- 
ens on my property, but I regularly brought his children over 
to my house to see all the animals. Mr. Clune states that he 
has "extensive knowledge of the area," and that he has been 
here all his life. Is he really now trying to claim he knew 
nothing about me? No doubt that when he performed his 
"thorough analysis" of the history of Cabin Road, he discov- 
ered that a chicken coop was part of the original construction 
on my property in the early nineteen hundreds. Even the 
house which used to stand on his property had a chicken 
coop. Mr. Ciune the term "residential housing" does not 
exclude animals. You have some yourself. 

Mr. Clune conveniently neglects to mention that for four 
,months after he could not obtain a hook up from Pepco he 

. . . . .  availed_himself_of my offer to sell.him my electricity t o . b~ ld  
his house. Now nearly two years later he still has not flflly 
reimbursed me for those funds. Often I gave him and his 
family food when he arrived at the building site. Mr. Clune 
why didn't you tell Cabin Johners that I proffered to help you 
pay for the fence of your choice to go between our proper- 
ties? I reached out to Mr. Clune in a neighborly manner 
before I ever really knew him. For him to Clenigrate my prop- 
erty and life style because he cannot sell his house is uncon- 
scionable. 

It should come as interest to Mr. Clune that many of the 
prospective buyers of his property visited ~le. The list of defi- 
ciencies which they saw in his house far outweighed any 
concerns about me. At least one of Mr. Clulae's "resp~,ted 
local realtors" is in possession of that list. One family who 
visited me wanted dearly to live next to my gardens and ani- 
mals, and even made a fair offer for the property. Mr. Clune's 
illusion of value for his house not only was contrived by all of 
those who stood to gain financially by the inflated asses:~- 
ment, but likewise has been discounted by I:he marketplace. 

It is unfortunate that Mr. Clune has attempted to make me 
the scapegoat for his own failures. Mr. Clune likes to exclaim 
that he is worth millions of doUal~. So ff he covets the corner 
lot whey didn't he just buy it? Mary Morgal said it was for 
sale all along (Village News August, 1995). Could it be that 
Mr. Clune is disingenuous when he says he wanted to live 
the rest  of his life on the corner of Cabin Road? That was the 
story he told me about his current h o u ~  and by his own 
admission it is for sale and still not finished. So where does 
he want to live? And pardon me, Mr. Clune, but your previ- 
ous residence for many years was Brookmol.at not Cabin 
John or Glen Echo. You've, also, told many of us that you 
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have lived in California and Canada. So much for your claim 
to being a life long denizen here. 

Fortunately, other builders in Cabin John did not see 
themselves as victims of the community. On Tomlinson the 
builder of a new house constructed a fence between his prop- 
erty and the older shed next door. On 76th Street a builder 
has responded positively to an existing neighbor who 
requested a tree be preserved. 

Mr. Clune's chastisement of Marie Rojas' view of aesthet- 
ics, also, underscores his contempt for what each of us might 
value. I personally.am unaware of any turn of the century 
"Chautauqua style house" featuring a two car garage as it's 
main entrance. A carriage house out back with the horses 
would be more apropos. Could it be that Mr. Clune and his 
architect are the ones in need of more training not Ms. 
Rojas? For Mr. Clune to infer disparagingly about Tom Rojas 
only promulgates his other shortcomings. 

What will be your next crusade Mr. Clune, the elimination 
of parking on our roads, cutting down trees to lay sidewalks, 
the prohibition of clothes lines, a ban on storage sheds? 
Maybe you will even want to rename the community with a 
more spiffy name, like "Fox Hunt Manor" and require every- 
one to drive a BMWs. 

I have told MI: Clune that should anyone desire documen- 
tation of the manner in which he builds or remodels homes 
or the way he has treated other neighbors I will tell them 
what I know. It is sad that my willingness to share this infor- 
mation constitutes in the eyes of Mr. Clune and attempt to 
'Tuin him as a builder." In my experience people like Mr. 
Clune usually ruin themselves. 

And in the spring when the dogwoods, rhododendrons and 
azaleas are in bloom Cabin Johners should feel fi'ee to walk 
my paths enjoy the flowers and see my sculpture garden. 
Your assessment of life on Cabin Road will have a far greater 
relevance than one who simply trying to peddle a house. 

Joel Rosentha] 
Cabin Road 

Dear Editor and Andy Rice: 
Thank you for keeping up with our past, Andy, for the arti- 

cle on the Crab Feast 's history. [ can personally attest that 
the first Crab Feast was in July of 1970. The early Crab 
Feasts were actually in Billy's yard, not in the lot behind his 
yard. One year when it rained, we were actually in his house. 

Diane Leatherman 

SUZANNE PARMELEE 
REALTOR ~, GPJ 

K e n t l a n d s / N o r t h  P o t o m a c  
Office: (301) 9759500 
Fax: (301) 330-5933 

Toll Free: (800) 341-7355 
V o i c e  Mail: (301)  930-3345  

LONG & FOSTER" 

I II I II 
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II  ecomm,n0.8, II The Washingtonian 
and Potomac Almanac 

i Open seven days 
q 

'for Lunch & Dinner 
,Daily lunch Special 

$ 3.95 
)inner E n t r e  $ 5.7 t 

7945 MacArthur Blvd. 
Cabin John, MD .:- 

Te1(301)320-4001 

G I B S O N  G R O V E  AFRICAN FESTIVAL 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 30TH 12 NOON- 6 P.M. 

WHITE ELEPHANT SALE, BAKE SALE, ART DISPLAY, TRADITtONAL AFRICAN-AMERICAN FOODS 
7700 SEVEN lOCKS ROAD 

Discover the 
Difference 
experience 
makes!! 
Why take a chance on inexperience? 

Choosing the wrong agent can cost 
you more than sleepless nights, it 
can cost you lots of  $$$. 

For the biggest retum on your 
housing investment, hire the best. 

My sound advice and attention to 
detail can help you get the most Ior 
your house. 

C-Barbara    lbeille 
(3101) 320-5391 Home 
(202) 362-5800 Ore. 
(301) 303-5199 Voice Mall  

When you need results . . .  

P A R D O E 
R F.. A L g S ' 1  A T I~ I N (L 

CLASSIFFIED ADS 
BUTCHER BLOCK CABINET Vintage 
1940's. Also, stained glass mirror. Prices 
negotiable. Eva 229-4222. 

PART-TIME JOB WALKING DOG Loveable 
sweet dog needs walk in afternoon 
Monday - Friday, in Cabin John. Ideal job 
for student or other dog lover. Salary 
negotiable, Eva 229-4222. 

After school and occasional daytime 
CHILDCARE NEEDED. Ideal for mature 
high school or college student or retired 
person. My home, Cabin John. 320-5831. 

FOR SALE: Large air conditioner (win- 
dow). Call 320-5831 

MEDIATION ATTORNEY MEDIATOR spe- 
cializing in Separation and Property 
Settlement Agreements, Parenting 
Agreements, Support Agreements, Post 
Divorce Modification Agreements, Living 
Together Agreements, Domestic Partner 
Agreements, & Prenuptial Agreements. 
For more information please call Judith 
Sapir, Esq. 301-229-1450. Admitted to 
the MD, DC & VA Bais. 

To place an ad in the Village 
News classifieds send your ad 
before the first Saturday of.the 
month to the address below. The 
cost is 25¢ per word. 
If you have questions, call Jerry 
Rhodes at 320-5219 

The VILLAGE NEWS is pub- 
lished monthly except in July and 
December and is sent fi-ee to every. 
household in Cabin John. Others 
may subscribe for $5 per year.Send 
news, advertisments, letters, and 
subscriptions to: 

The Village News 
PO Box 164 
Cabin John, Maryland 20818 

The next deadline is 10 AM 
Saturday October 7 for the issue 
mailing October 19th. 
People who make the Village News 
possible: 
Barbara and Ger Quinn, Jerry 
Rhodes, Barbara and Reed Martin 
Contributors: Barbara Martin, Lori 
Powell, Andy Rice 
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No One Can Sell The 
Neighborhood.. 

Like a Neighbor 
Licensed in Maryland, DC & 

Virginia 
Graduate Realtor Institute 
Certified Residential Specialist 
Knowledgeable and Professional 
Bi-Lingual (German and Spanish) 

Quality service is a rare commodity. Yet, Traudel continues 
to distinguish herself with proven results time and time al,ain. 
See for yourself the world of difference a commitment to 
excellencecan make. 

CALL TRAUDEL LANGE 
301-571-0532 

o r  

301-564-4900 

L O N G  & 
F O S T E R  

AT "e 
O E M O C R A C Y  

C E N T E R  

.4 3zoo7o7 
S 
T 
R ~ Leticia 
0 Parmer 
L . 
0 Read/ngs 

[ 6u/iaace 
R ~f/fllt 

H e l p  p r o d u c e  The 
V i l l a g e  N e w s  

The Village News wel- 
comes contributions of 

news items, stories (real 
or made up), artwork 
• and photographs. 

We also need some- 
body to help us boost 

our advertising revenue. 
It could be a great pro- 
ject for a young person 

interested in 
business.Also typing 
and word processing 

help needed. 

Dear Neighbors, 
This store and the Wild Bird 
Centers of America franchise 

system, owe a profound debt of 
gratitude to the citizens of 

Cabin John. We would never 
have made it to 10 years 

without your loyal support. 
G e o r g e  Pe t r ides  

Owner  and President 

Call Gerry Quinn 
at 229-8030 

! 

any purchase of • 
I $25 or more I 

O f f e r  e x p i r e s  1 2 / 3 1 / 9 5  ] 
n ~ ~ mnlm n 

~ -  W'dd Bird Center 
I ~ . ~  ~ The ultimate bird feeding specialty sboprM 
[ ( / ~ r ( ] )  ] 7687 MacArthur Bird- " CabinJohn 
\C~ / . ' / ~ ]  Sun.-Fri. 10-6, Sat. 9-6 

~ ' ~ ' T  ~ ~- 229-3141 
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T H E  T H O M P S O N  T E A M  
by Barbara Martin 

Betty and Charley Thompson met at Western High 
School inWashington, and the high school sweethearts 
have now been married 54 years. Bett)' was born in  
Indiana but grew up in Washington. "Vie went back to 
Indiana to visit my grandparents every summer." 
Charley's family were Washingtonians from generations 
back. 

Theirs was a long courtship. Teenaged Betty Nichols 
moved with her family to New York Cil~ when her dad 
became head of the New York Convention Bureau. "It 
was great; w e got free tickets to everything." 

Meanwhile Charley attended George Washingto n 
University as an undergraduate, then entered GW':s 
School of Medicine. In this he was following a hmg family 
tradition. His grandfather, great uncle,~ father, maternal 
uncle, and brother were all students, faculty members, 
and even patients at GWU. (Charley was born there, deliv- 
ered by his Uncle). 

During their years of geographic selzaration, Charley 
did a lot of commuting between Washington and New 
York. "For $25 1 got a round-trip excursion ticket. I sold 
my blood to get that 825. The train left Union Staticm at 7 
p.m. Saturday. I slept sitting up and arrived in New York 
at 7 the next morning. Betty and I had ~¢11e day together 
and then I left New York at 7 that night to sleep as best I 
could in a coach seat and get to Washington at 7 the next 
morning. It was pretty uncomfortable; you could rent a pil- 
low for 25 cents but I couldn't afford it." 

The year 1941 was an eventful year for Betty and 
Charley. They were married on one day and he graduated 
from medical school the next day. He began his intern- 
ship at Garfield Hospital (near the former Central High 
School) and Betty worked as a Government secret;¢y. 
Within 2 weeks after completing his internship, Charley's 
Naval Reserve membership was activated and he found 
himself in the Navy. 

He was on the first combat ship to leave the United 
States, and he landed in Casablanca, North Africa with the 
first troops. Then his ship made landings at Sicily and 
Salerno, going in with the troops to the beaches on 
amphibious boats. "It was hell on the beaches. You would 
dig a hole in the sand and lie in it until you heard the call 
for "Medic.' Then you would crawl to the wounded :mldier 
and try to help. Mostly what I did was to give morplhine 
and put on heavy field bandages to stera the loss of blood. 
I would get the corpsmen to carry the wounded to the 
landing boats and take them back to the ship where there 
was a makeshift ER. I was shot at many times but never 
hit. Casualties were so heavy; among those young men I 
saw injuries and suffering like I had never imagined." 

When the war in Europe was over, Charley was trans- 
ferred to Bethesda Medical Center, and! their son, Toby, 
was born. But before long, Charley was tapped to take 
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part in the invasion of Japan. "While we were at sea, the 
atomic bomb ended the war. Forty miles from our landing 
site were the concentration camps. We met the prisoners 
and brought them to Wakiyama on streetcars - the only 
transportation still running. There were 1,500 of them, 
starved, sick skeletons, mostly British and Australian with 
about 90 Americans; some of them had been imprisoned 
for 5 years. We took them to a converted warehouse 
where they were deloused and given showers, clothes, 
and food. They were taken to Okinawa on cruisers, with 
about 500 of them on the hospital ship. From Okinawa, 
they went home by air." 

Altogether, Charley had been overseas for 18 months. 
During this time, Betty had been in New York with her 
family. When the Thompsons came back to Washington, 
they lived in an apartment in town for 2 years while he fin- 
ished his training at Bethesda Medical Center. "I took the 
Board'~ examination, was certified, and left the Navy after 
5 years of Service. I could see that rising in tile ranks 
would eventually mean administration, not treating 
patients and that was not for me. I know the Naw was 
good to me and I believe I was good to the Naw." He was 
awarded the War Department's Bronze Star for his valor 
at Salerno. 

Young Dr..Charles Thompson entered private practice 
with his brother, and later established his own practice on 
K Street. He is an internist. 'q'hat means you don't do 
surgery O r pediatrics or obstetrics-:-but just about every- 
thing else." In those days there were no answering ser- 
vices and a doctor was always on call by his patients. 
Betty recalls, "I did a lot of answering the phone at all 
hours of the day and night, relaying messages, finding 
Chick (her name for her husband), and being his liaison 
between the office and home and his patients." Charley 
comments, "A doctor's wife is very important and Betty 
was the best." 

Staying with the Thompsons in their apartment was a 
medical school friend.of Charley's, Dr. Zack Sanders. 
When he saw an ad for a rental house in Cabin John, he 
discovered a small log house on Riverside Drive. He rent- 
ed the house from the Rinerswho lived in a large white 
log.house behind his, a house overlooking the C&O 
Canal and the Potomac River. In a year or two, Dr. 
Sanders fimnd a house elsewhere, and the Riners decided 
to move into the small house and rent their big house. Dr. 
Sanders immediately called the Thompsons. 

Betty remembers .that time. "We loved the house and 
the location. Chick was very enthusiastic about the river 
and the fishing, and we rented it immecliately. Our so n, 
Toby, was 6; he celebrated his seventh birthday in our 
new house." This was 1951. A few years later the 
Thompsons bought the house from the Riners. 'q'hey 
sold it to us for some ridiculous price and with no money 
down." 

To be continued next month 
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LANDSCAPING 
in harmony with your 

taste & budget 

Washingtonian Award Winner  

Unusual Design • Woo~ Decks ° 
Brick & Stone Patios • Railroad 

Ties • Waterfalls & Pools • 

Unique  & Beautiful Plantings 

Mark Willcher & Co. 
(301) 320-2040 

MD 13305 DC 726 

ENTERTAINERS 
THE POTOMAC MUSICIANS Elegant 
wedding, party and reception music 
by flute, violin and cello trio, string 
quartet or piano. 229-5685. 

HAULING 
Reasonable, Yard/garage items. Lawn 
cutting and hedge trimming. Prefer 
small jobs. Call Ed, 229-1195. 

MUSIC LESSONS 
VIOLIN, VIOLA AND PIANO STUDIO, 
All ages, all levels. Ensemble work- 
shops. Vera Dolezal, 229-5685. 

Support The Village News and tell 
your neighbors about the services 

you offer wi th a Neighborhood 
Services listing 
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Resident 
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