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NEIGHBORLY NEWS Nov. 2000 
by Barbara Martin 
Virginia Payne celebrated her 80th birthday in October. 
Virginia has lived on 83rd Street for many decades, one 
of the town's earliest residents. 

A m y Welsh of 81st Street was part of a Maryland tennis 
team that competed in the Amateur Junior Olympics in 
Orlando, Florida, in August. Amy is a junior at Whitman 
and plays on the Whitman Girls' Tennis Team. Her par- 
ents are Dorothy and Gary Welsh. 

In September, Reed Martin was a featured performer at 
Ball State University's Centennial Festival in Muncie, In- 
diana, playing banjo tunes and telling the stories that go 
with them. Reed will be playing a local concert on No- 
vember 27, sponsored by the Institute of Musical Tradi- 
tions. 301-263-0600 

Suzanne Richardson is the author of the cover story in a 
ent  Washington Post Weekend sec~on, "Fall on Me," 
brating the beauty of Washington in autumn. Su- 

zanne lives on Macarthur. 

Jane Winslow, who lived for many years on caraway, 
writes from Missouri, "I am in the SL Louis area, living 
near a son. Weather, humidity, vegetation, animals 
(deer and geese) are all the same as in Cabin John. I 
think often of my CJ neighbors. We have a Wild Bird 
Center here." 

Eliza and Adam McGraw have moved to 79th Street from 
Nashville, Tennessee. Adam works for an architectural 
firm: Eliza is a free-lance writer. 

Melanie and Robin Patt-Corner moved to 83rd Place in 
March from Kensington. Son Drake, 13, is a student at 
Pyle Middle School, and daughter Tessa, 8, is at Ban- 
nockburn. Melanie is a freelance writer; Robin works 
with computers. 

John and Susan Foulds are new neighbors on Spring 
Road. John is a consultant in biomedical research, specifi- 
cally, tube¥culosis. Susan's field is online banking. This is 
actually the Foulds' third home in Cabin John. In 1986, 

, ~ e y  lived on Tomlinson Court, then left for 
enver and Geneva. Back in the U.S. they 

lived on 76th Place for 1 1 /2  years before mov- 
ing to Spring Road. 

continued on page 2 

Next  CJCA M e e t i n g  - 7:30 p.m. 
Oct. 24, 2000 at the Clara Barton C o m -  
m u n i t y  Center: 

Agenda - (1) Video viewing of Sept. Canoe Trip, (2) Up- 
coming Cabin John Blood Drive, (3) Results of Oct. 21 Ca- 
bin John Stream Monitoring effort and Carderock area 
cleanup; (4) Update on Historical Exhibit Grant Request, 
(5) Open discussion of any new community issues. 

Minutes of Sept. 26 CJCA Meeting 

1. Sally Fallon gave a presentation on certain drawbacks of 
the normal diet, noting the need to return to some of the 
historical features that were quite healthy. 

2. CJCA voted to send a letter to the National Park Service 
noting support for the proposal by the NPS to have an in- 
dependent  board take primary responsibility for running 
the Glen Echo Park. The letter will indicate that new 
board should: . . . . .  

(1) be sensitive to the impact of the Park operations on 
the surrounding community, 

(2) a premium should be placed on continuity of exist- 
ing programs, and 

(3) a member of the community should be on the Board. 

3. The Crab Feast was once again a great success financial- 
ly as CJCA cleared approximately $3500. 

4. CJCA voted to allocate up to $2000 to The Village News, 
as necessary, during the year. 

Community Association Dues 
So far, we have received dues from about 20% of the 
residents of Cabin John (and a few others). This reverses 
the decline of the prior couple of years. Our hope is to 
make it to 30%, so if you haven't done so already, please 
send in your  '00 - '01 dues of $15 to Cabin John Citizens 
Association, P.O. Box 31, Cabin John, MD 20818. 

Old Pictures of Clara Barton School & Classes Please let 
Barbara Martin (301-229-3482) know if you have any pic- 
tures of the School or any composite pictures of the classes 
from the following decades: 1930's, 40's, 60's, and '70"s. 

Sincerely, Burr Gray - CJCA President 
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NEIGHBORLY NEWS 
continued from page 1 

The Cabin John Garden Club meets on the second 
Tuesday of every month. Call Bramman Avery (301- 
320-5696) or Marie Rojas (301320-2514) if you might be 
interested. 

So many Cabin John people have died in recent 
months: 

Laura McKelvey was once Cabin John's postmistress. 
The small enclosed porch of her house was our post of- 
rice in less formal years. Mrs. McKelvey lived on 77th 
Street- 

Margaret Coleman was one of the brightest lights of 
Carver Road. For many crab feasts, she cooked enor- 
mous trays of "secret recipe" baked beans. Margaret 
was always happy to share something from her garden. 
Her daughter, Gloria slayton, lives on Carver Road. 

Virginia Harris died in August. Virginia was another 
enthusiastic gardener and generous neighbor; she lived 
on Caraway Street with her husband, Danny Harris, for 
nearly half a century. Her children are Gaff Money, 
Charles Kidwell, and Karen G_ !ngell: . . . . . .  

Queenie Swedenberg died shortly after the passing of 
her mother, Celeste Swedenberg. Queenie grew up on 
Carver Road. 

Walter Bonfield died in August. For 70 years, Mr. Bon- 
field ran Bonfield's Garage on Macarthur Boulevard 
near Sangamore Road in Brookmont. Cabin Johners 
loved his garage, with its rusty motorcycle, humorous 
signs, and other "treasures" decorating the front en- 
trance. He was 89. 

You readers are the reporters for this column. Please 
call me at 301-229-3482 with news of weddings, deaths, 
births, new neighbors, honors, and interesting happen- 
ings. Barbara Martin 

Dr. Steven E. Clark 
Chiropractor 

CLARK CHIROPRACTIC CENTER 
418 E. Diamond Ave. * Gaithersburg. MD 20877 

301/926-1500 * Fax 301/926-0462 

The Village News 

Summary of Cabin John's Sept. 24th 
Potomac Canoe Trip 
by Burr Gray 

The second annual canoe expedition down the Potomac 
from Old Anglers Inn to Lock 8 proceeded once again on 
a nice day that was somewhat overcast but warmer than 
expected. A North Carolina hurricane had appeared on 
the weather maps earlier in the week, along with a big 
front from the west, so it looked for a while as though we 
might have our own "perfect storm." 

Dave Smith and his crew from Potomac Outdoors once 
again provided expert guidance (and rescue where 
needed), and arranged to procure extra canoes due to the 
large turnout this year. Potomac Outdoors does this ef- 
fort at cost as a way to express appreciation for the sup- 
port of the Cabin John community and our interest in the 
outdoors. Dave called us a "great river community"; not 
bad considering we are inside the Beltway. 

Anyway, the lunch break at one of the islands was sup- 
plemented by watermelon and ice cream from the Citi- 
zens Association. We also had a short presentation by 
Mac Thornton of the efforts being made by the Potomac 
Conservancy to preserve the wild nature of the Potomac 
Gorge: O n e  exam~edu_ring the tdp..ofi!legal, clear cut- h _  
ring (VA side) illustrated the need for the C o n s e r v a n c y ' s ~  
efforts. 

The water level was higher this year than last year, 
making it easier for the participants to go through Yel- 
low Falls and Stubblefield Falls. That is not to say that 
there wasn't some amusement for the spectators. (Some 
of the footage from the trip will be shown at the Oct 24th 
CJCA meeting. ) Guides were available to take the steer- 
ing responsibilities for folk that wanted some expert 
assistance. 

We made a brief stop at the very pretty falls on the Vir- 
ginia side, receiving some brief rain showers just when 
most people were separated from their canoe and rain 
gear. The skies cleared and we proceeded downstream. 

The following folk participated in the odyssey: Missy 
Cochrane and John Alloway and kids, Beno Schmidt & 
Phoebe, Alice Despard & Stewart Chandler plus Dylan 
& Gwen, Steve Magnuson & Kristine, Caroline Casey & 
friend, Jim McKinna & Missy BelL Gary & Rose Kocis, 
Yaa Venson and Dick Wetherbee, Helen Daniel (kayak), 
Sandy Patch & Simon Mashovisky, Burr Gray & John 
Hall, Betsy & Tom Dean, Byron & Liz Meyers, Peggy 
George, Harriet Lesser & Phil Harvey, Sara & Jim 
Spencer, Renee West & Judy Douglas, Gary Barnhard, 

continued on page 5 
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LOOKING B A C K W A R D  IN CABIN 
IHN 
Andrew E Rice 

The Cabin John Bridge (contd.) 

(We're going ahead this month with further selections 
from Elizabeth Kytle's 1976 "Time Was: A Cabin John 
Memory Book" in which she reported her interviews with 
18 Cabin John old-timers. The extracts that follow are 
mostly from her talks with Harry and William Bobinger, 
grandsons of proprietors of the hotel, which was on the 
land of what  is now Cabin John Gardens.) 

The estate was a sprawling establishment with a complex 
of dependencies. On the grounds were an amusement 
park -- which was simply a tenant of the Bobingers -- and 
an arena theater, built by the Bobingers in 1900 but  also 
managed by a separate proprietor. The hotel had its o w n  
gas house (still standing next to today's tennis courts on 
the other side of MacArthur Boulevard), stables and 
g rooms '  quar te r s .  It  h a d  its o w n  w a t e r  t o w e r  a n d  ice 

house. William Bobinger recalls: 

"I imagine the ice house went  up, oh, 35 or 40 feet. There 
a ladder on the side. In the winter, when the men.at 

hotel weren't  working hard, they'd go down [to the 
canal] and cut big hunks of ice and put  them on a wagon 
and haul them up to the ice house. The ice kept all sum- 
mer. The ice house was real thick, real thick. It was heavi- 
ly insulated with sawdust  inside..." 

For the convenience of the clientele - the hotel was a very 
popular daytime outing destination for Washingtonians - 
the Bobingers built a handsome cast iron foot bridge about 
a hundred feet south of the Union Arch. "It had overhead 
horseshoes of lights all the way  across the bridgb, colored 
lights. People would get off the streetcar and walk across 
to the hotel garden." 

There were several summerhouses in the garden. One 
particularly large one was used as a .bandstand. A story in 

L a n d s c a p e  D e s i g n  • l n s t a l l a n o n  • Decks 
Retaining W a l l s  • M a i n t e n a n c e  • H a u l i n g  • Gutters 

LANDSCAPING 
P.O. Box 498 

Cabin John, Maryland 20818 
John Hughes 
301-589-6040 

the Washington Evening Star for October 6, 1929, de- 
scribed it as a two-story summerhouse built around a 
large poplar tree, with a stairway winding around the 
tree...."We used to have 30- or 40-piece bands," says Wil- 
liam Bobinger. John Philip Sousa and his band played 
there in 1900. 

One of the attractions of the hotel was the orchestrion, de- 
fined by Webster as a large music box, like an elaborate 
barrel organ, provided with different stops, imitating a 
variety of orchestral instrumenL "It was imported from 
Germany and was housed in an octagonal glass house on 
the back of the hotel. It was for afternoon recitals. You 
could hear it 
for miles..." 

The hotel provided employment  to many Cabin Johners. 
One of them, Matilda Bowles, reminisced to Elizabeth 
Kytle: "I worked in the Cabin John Bridge Hotel for many 
a yea r . . . I  used to dip ice cream in the hotel's ice cream 
p a r l o r . . ,  and I used to do laundry." The laundry was 
some distance from the hotel. Says Mrs. Bowles: "I used to 
do the laundry, [then] carry it up to the hotel - roll it up 
there in a wheelbarrow - take it out and carry it inside 
and put  all the clothes away." [Mrs. Kytle notes that Mrs. 
Bowles used a wash board and tub; all the washing she 
did was by hand!] 

February Blood Drive 

The Cabin John Citizens Associa- 
tion is working with the Red Cross 
to set up a Saturday blood drive in 

February. Blood supplies are critically low- in our 
area we only have a 1/2 to 1 day supply. 

The Red Cross needs at least 55 names of probable 
donors before they will agree to hold a drive at the 
Clara Barton Community Center. If you are inclined 
to donate blood on a Saturday in February (possibly 
Feb lOth), please send your  name by Novem- 
ber 3rd  to Larry Heflin 301 -229 -4674  (h), 
Ihheflin@juno.com. We'll also be getting the word 
out to the other nearby civic associations. 

If you don't want to wait until February, the Brook- 
mont Church (and two other churches) are doing a 
blood drive on November 13th (a Monday) from 
4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. Please call Peter Ainsley 
(301-320-3498)  if you want to participate in that 
effort. 
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CRAB FEAST 2000 D R A W S  C R O WDS  
A N D  C R U S T A C E A N S  
by Nicki Wright 

Once again we managed to have a beautiful, sunny day 
for the Cabin John Crab and Chicken Feast. Last year 
we worried about the impending hurricane (luckily, it 
didn't show up too strong) but, this year we had no wor- 
ries about weather at all. With the help of many and the 
support of the community it turned out to be a really 
nice event. For those of you who may be new to the 
community, the Crab Feast began in 1970 as a fund rais- 
ing event for the Cabin John Home Study Program. The 
Home Study Program was created to help newly in- 
tegrated black families with scholarship assistance for 
college and helped younger students attend camp dur- 
ing the summer. The Cabin John 3- and 4-Year-Old 
School, a part of the Home Study Program still in exist- 
ence, is now located in Brookmont and is called the Ca- 
bin John-Brookmont 3- and 4-Year Old School. Two 
women who had helped with the Crab Feast since its in- 
ception passed away this past year: they were Celeste 
Swedenburg and Margaret Coleman. Celeste and Mar- 
garet will be missed very much and certainly can never 
truly be replaced. Perhaps you saw the nice remem- 
bran c_e Bu_rrGray,_C.J. Citizen's A_s_sgciatl_'pn_president 
put together and displayed at the ticket sales and citi- 
zen's association dues table the day of the feast. Now the 

The Village News 

feast raises funds for many other activities in Cabin 
John: publishing The Village News, the annual Holi- 
day Party, the Cabin John phone directory are among 
few of the items. 

Ruth Rabner organized the children's bike parade to 
kick things off and there were at least 50 eager and ex- 
cited children who took part. Ruth does a great job 
getting this done and making sure there are prizes for 
each of the children at the end of the ride. There was 
also face painting by Barbara Kloc in her clown per- 
sona, and a professional magician (Chuck Flayhart) 
keeping children and adults alike entertained with his 
magic tricks and fantastic balloon creations. 

Cabin John guitarist Doug Hall, and his friend Ed, pro- 
vided musical entertainment for the adults. This is 
Doug's second year playing for the feast and it is al- 
ways a pleasure listening to his jazz. 

Karen Melchar, Diane Leatherman, and Clare Amoruso 
are the three people responsible for gathering, cooking 
and making sure the vegetables are served each year 
and even before those operations can take place Jean 
Betz and Clare are busy organizing advance ticket sell- 
ers. Jan Smith and Stan Schaper purchased, prepared 
and cooked the chicken again this year and our heart- 
felt-thanks-to-them for doing-sueh a-great job on this 

continued on page 5 

Glen Echo 
Baptist Church 

2 Vassar Circle 
Glen Echo, Maryland 

301-229-4430 

Come Worship With Us 

Sunday Morning 
Family Bible Study 9:30 AM 

Worship 11:00 AM 

Sunday Evening 
Family Worship 6:00 PM 

Wednesday Evening 
Bible Study and Prayer 

7:00 PM 

Friday Morning 
Bible Study 10:00 AM 

You Are Invited To Join Us 
Gil Brown - Pastor 
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CANOE TRIP 
~nntinued from page 2 

Bender & one other, Tom & Kathleen Black and 
Charlie & Liam, Dr.Razzi and her kids, Nick, Trish & 
Sophie Peters, Marc & Celia Harper, Victor & Leepo 
Yu, Commodore Larry Heflin and friend, Greg & Janice 
Glenn, Brian Bradley & family, Dave Lymond, Reed 
& Barbara Martin, Scott Lewis & Riley, Dave Powers, 
Bob Epstein and girlfriend/crew, Robert Patch, Phil & 

• Clare Amoruso, and certainly a couple of others that 
slipped in. 

Not including the Potomac Outdoors guides, we had an 
armada of 34 canoes, 5 kayaks, and a total of about 80 
people. To keep things from growing any bigger, next 
year we plan to limit the trip to Cabin John residents 
and their friends. 

CRAB FEAST 
continued from page 4 

huge task. Bob Epstein kept us filled up on freshly 
popped popcorn and David Murphy did his usual magic 
with lemons and sugar and helped keep our thirst 
quenched with his freshly squeezed lemonade. 

Each year the Cabin John-Brookmont School sells-baked- 
goods at the Crab Feast; this year they added ice- cream 
(a big hit). 

As always we wish to extend a special thank you to the 
local churches for the use of their tables and chairs 
(without which we would all be standing to eat): 
Church of the Redeemer, Glen Echo (Rev. Susan Burns), 
Glen Echo Baptist (Rev. Gilbert Brown, Jr.) and Full 
Gospel Washington Church, Cabin John (Rev. Eunpyo 
Kong). John Hughes of Hughes Landscaping, Cabin 

John, loaned us a huge truck to tote it all to and from the 
feasL 

Another special thank you must go the director of the 
Clara Barton Community Center, Mary McConnell. 
Mary and her staff, Liz Clark and Tom Kemp were 
available all day the day of the feast and also made sure 
that the center was open on numerous occasions, when it 
would normally be closed, so that we could prepare 
veggies or organize supplies or any number of other 
large and small jobs. 

Crabs were purchased at Market on the Boulevard 
(thanks to Ralph Osbourne, owner), pizza was pur- 
chased at Pizza Hut and all vegetables were purchased 
at Bethesda Co-Op (thanks to Brian Jones, mgr.); it is a 
pleasure dealing with our local businesses year after 
year. They almost know what we need before we do! 
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A very big thank you to the following people for all 
their help: 

Alysha and Erin Alloway, Clare and Phil Amoruso, 
Bramman and Sander Avery, Nelson Avila, Bob Beck- 
man, Melissa Bell, Jean Betz, Paul Bishop (and his broth- 
er and fianc6e), Tom, Charlie, Kathleen and Liam Black, 
Tim and Peppi Bolger, Denise Britti, Heidi Brown Lewis, 
Sarah Cahill, Erran Carmel, Diana and Addi Carter, 
Missy Cochrane, Helen Daniel, Deborah and Rick Duffy, 
Bob Epstein, Nurit Erger, Elaine Gardner, Susan Gelb, 
Janis and Greg Glenn, Mary Gordon, Burr Gray, 
Constance Griggs, Alice and Tony Guida, Robin and 
Greg Gurley, Doug Hall, Larry Heflin, Tom Heslin, 
Noah and Lynn Hopkins, Pete Hunter, Catherine Kapp, 
Kay Kemp, Jane and Max Kepler, Barbara Kloc, Lisa 
Landsman, Diane and Mark Leatherman, Scott Lewis, 
Eric Libre and his son, Karen Manion, Reed Martin, 
Veronica McCandless, Don Mehlman, Karen Melchar, 
Forrest and Lorraine Minor, Fred Mopsik, David 
Murphy, Robin Mustain, Gale and Jenny O'Laughlin, 
Melanie Patt, Lori Powell, John and Ruth Rabner, Con- 
nie Rice, Harry Rieckelman, Renee Riley-Adams, Susan 
Roberts, Juliet Rodman, Maren Rosenberg, Pam Schaeff- 
er, Stan Schaper, Benn0 and Phoebe Schmidt, Roy Sei- 
denstein, Patty Sieber, Kathy Siefkin, Gloria Stayton, 
Stephanie Smart, Jan Smith, Oona Stieglitz, Peter Vogt, 
Nina Weissberg, Larry and Renee West, Maria Whiteak- 
er, Bob Wilkoff, Bruce Wilmarth, Maureen Willoughby, 
Gene Wright and Mary Kay Young. 

Please forgive me if any of you have .been missed on this 
list and please call (Nicki, 229-8258) to let me know be- 
cause it means that somehow your name was waylaid. 
Thank you again on behalf of the Cabin John Communi- 
ty and Lori Rieckelman and myself. 
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NICKI WRIGHT: 
TOWN" 

"I LOVE THIS 

The Village News 

just killed, I stepped on a bee. When my mother ar- 
rived, there I was with a sore foot so swollen I couldn't 
get my shoe on. So of course I got found ouL" 

b y  B a r b a r a  M a r t i n  

Nicki Wright, the first child of her family, was born in 
Kingsport, in the northeastern part of Tennessee, near 
Bristol, Virginia. Both her mother's and father's families 
lived in rural Virginia and that area is what  she always 
thought of as "home, the place where her great-grandpar- 
ents, grandparents, aunts, and uncles lived. The mailing 
address is Duffield, Virginia. Duffield is in the Guiness 
Book of Records as the smallest incorporated town in the 
nation, with a population of about 200. 

"No matter what  part of the United States we were living 
in, every summer from the time I was born, I went  back to 
Virginia. No indoor plumbing, a wood  stove in just one 
room, far from any stores, way out in the country, and I 
loved it. My grandmother made biscuits and sausage 
gravy--my favorite. I was free to do whatever kid things I 
wanted, I was spoiled rotten by all my relatives, I was al- 
ways  happy there." 

It's a good thing she had that anchor, that strong sense of 
home and roots, because by the time she graduated, Nick i -  
had attended more than 20 schools and moved that many 
times. 

Her father was an electrician who followed Federal pro- 
jects, most of which lasted only a matter of months. From 
Kingsport, Tennessee, the family went  to Ohio, then Pitts- 
burgh, where her brother Shane was born. Back 'to Virgi- 
nia for a while and then Kingsport again, where Nicki 
started first grade. "We moved four times that year, up to 
Olney, Maryland, where one set of grandparents were liv- 
ing, back to Kingsport with an aunt, then up to Olney 
again. That's where my younger  brother, Cameron, was 
born." 

For a few months they had an apartment in Takoma Park. 
"I got my first bike then; it was red, my favorite color. I 
was 6 when we moved to Trenton, New Jersey, then to 
Kingston, New York, a little town outside Manhattan. 
That's the first time I remember seeing snow." 

As a baby, Nicki had an illness that was later diagnosed 
as polio. During that illness she permanently lost much of 
her hearing. Another result of the illness was weak an- 
kles. "For the first 12 years of my life I wore special correc- 
tive shoes with high tops; usually they were red oxfords. 
In the summers, when I was with my grandmother in the 
country, she let me go barefoot; my mother was never 
supposed to know. But one year, while I was helping my 
grandmother carry a big pot  to scald the chicken she had 

For a short time, her parents separated, and the child- 
ren went  to live with three different relatives. Nicki 
lived with an aunt and uncle in Duffield. When her 
parents got back together, the family lived in 
Maryland, near Wheaton Plaza. "I don't remember 
where I went  to fourth grade, but  by fifth grade we 
were living in Adelphi, and then sixth grade was in. 
Silver Spring." 

Her parents divorced when Nicki was 13. "I started sev- 
enth grade at Montgomery Hills Junior High, but  at 
Christmas we moved to Dallas, Texas." Soon after, her 
mother remarried. "From then on when  schoo 
let out, we would  go back to see my dad and he would  
drive us to Virginia." Her father remarried when she 
was 17, and she has two brothers and two sisters from 
his second marriage. 

For her eighth and part of her ninth grade, the family 
was in Las Vegas, then the next year and a half were in 
Nashville, Tennessee, before they moved to Fort Lau- 
derdale, Florida. "That was the one time I objected to 
moving. In Nashville, I was in the band, I was dating, I 
had lots of friends. In Fort Lauderd_ale, when I_ w~ 
the 11th grade, I just didn't care and for the only 
in my life I got D's and F's. The only good thing about 
that year was that I got my driver's license. By my sen- 
ior year, we were back in Maryland, and I graduated 
from Kennedy High School." 

Reflecting on her peripatetic growing-up years, Nicki 
says, "I don't feel I had a terrible childhood. It was in- 
teresting, I had the experience of living in many places, 
and I became very adaptable. I made friends easily, 
and somehow (except for one bad semester in Florida), I 
always got good grades. I never knew any different 
way  of living other than frequent moving; that's just 
what  our family did." 

Her mother went  back to Texas, but Nicki had started 
continued on page 7 
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ontgomery College and had a part-time 
working for Dr. Kass, a dentist in 

Rockville. (She worked in Dr. Kass's office 
for 17 years, a stint that must be a record 
in the high-turnover field of medical offic- 
es.) She moved into a group house, and 
one of the college students living there 
was Gene Wright, a lifelong resident of 
Cabin John. 

"Our first date was a concert by-bel ieve  it 
or not--a Rock 'n Roll flute player. We 
married on St. Patrick's Day in 1973 on a 
rainy day; that's supposed to be good 
luck." Two months before, Gene's father 
had died and his mother had gone to live 
with his older brother in Colesville, Mary- 
land. Gene and Nicki moved into the 
house in Cabin John where he had grown 
up. From that time on, the girl who rarely 
had the same address for more than 6 
months through all her life, was perma- 
nently settled. In the 27 years since the 
wrights married and moved into their 
house on 79th Street, they've never lived 
anywhere else. 

a math major, graduated from the 
University of Maryland the year after 
they were married and began teaching at' 
E. Brooke Lee Junior High. He has been 
with the Montgomery County Public 
School system ever since, moving into the 
field of computer science, and is now at 
Springbrook High, one of the few schools 
with an International Baccalaureate pro- 
gram, giving students a diploma rec- 
ognized around the world. 

Nicki stayed with Dr. Kass, the dentist, 
until Sarah was born in 1988. Then she 
became a devoted and enthusiastic moth- 
er, and-when Sarah started school at 
Bannockburn-a willing and faithful vol- 
unteer, serving as room mother, working 
with kids in the library, accompanying 
field trips, serving on the PTA Board as 
group piano class chair andspec ia l  pro- 
grams co-chair. Now that Sarah is in her 
second year at Pyle, Nicki is a regular vol- 
unteer in the library and in the health 

Nicki had been helping with the Crab 
Feast for many years and in 1996, she 
began a co-chairmanship with Lori Rieck- 
olman that has ondurod for fiv~ Crab 
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Feasts, each one ever more smoothly and successfully run. "We start 
working on the Feast in June, making calls and finding people to chair 
the various committees. Then we keep checking with all the volunteers 
to see that they're on track and offering any help they need. Lori and I 
do most all the shopping. 

The 2 or 3 weeks before the second Saturday in September, every day is 
geared toward the Crab Feast." On the day of the event, Nicki and Lori 
are omnipresent, cooking, picking up loose ends, solving a host of 
minor problems. 

And afterwards, they get together all the details of the operation for a 
report that is published in the Village News. She doesn't look on her 
chairmanship as a burden. "The Crab Feast is a pleasure--mostly. It's a 
great way  to meet people, and to know who lives around you. I want to 
be involved in my community." 

Nicki has an optimistic, appreciative view of life. "Life is full of somany  
things I'm interested in; I can honestly say that in all my life I've never 
been bored. I like children. I'm so glad that Sarah was born. Three days 
a week, I take care of my 2-year-old neighbor, a n d  I've had her since 
she was 5 months. I enjoy sewing. Recently I've been making clothes for 
my 85-year old grandmother who just doesn't find what she wants in 
the stores. Three of us in the neighborhood get together one evening a 
week and work on our separate sewing projects. Reading is a pleasure 
for me; I love our neighborhood book club--a group of women who 
have been meeting monthly for over 2 years." 

Finding a new home 
can be a challenge. 

Finding the right realtor 
can make all the difference. 

 .beill6 Putt ing the A c c e n t  on Success  

Barbara Abeill6 
• 7272 Wisconsin Ave 

Bethesda, MD 20814 

O 301.941.2354 
H 301.320.5391 

www.abei l lehomes.com 

PARDO E 
REAL ESTATE 
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NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES 

H A U L I N G  Reasonable. Yard/garage items. 
Lawn cutting and hedge rimming. Prefer small 

i jobs. Call Ed. 301-424-4420. 

MUSIC L E S S O N S  VIOLIN,  V IOLA AND 
P I A N O  STUDIO.  All ages, all levels. Ensemble 
workshops. Vera Dolezal. 301-229-5885. 

CABIN JOHN A M E R I C A N - C H I N E S E  UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH 
7703 MacArthur Blvd. Mixed cultural and tradition- 
al background American and Chinese united in 
worshiping and serving God together. Residents 
of Cabin John and surrounding areas: you are 
warmly invited to share with us. Come and ex- 
perience the Blessings!!!! English service 10:00 
AM, Chinese service 11:15 AM on Sundays. Fel- 
lowship groups meet on Fridays at 8:00 PM for 
youth, young professionals, families and children. 
Call church office at 301-229-8233 or Pastor Shih 
at 301-977-8927. 

PAINTING Personalized service and attention to 
detail will ensure your complete satisfaction with 
1st Choice Painting. We perform interior/exterior 
painting, expert carpentry, and deck maintenance 
services. Call Cabin John resident John Rabner 
at 301-229-9100. See us on the web at 
www.gol stchoice.com 

CHILD CARE.  Licensed Family Day Care. 12 
yrs. experience, references. Call Siew at 301- 
320-4280. 

LAWN MOWING A N D  Y A R D  W O R K  Amoru- 
so's Lawn Service. Cabin John Resident. (301) 
320-2685. 

//" 

!..J 

ALPINE VETERINARY 
HOSPITAL 

Full Service Animal Hospital 
Mon-Fri 7:30 am - 7:00 pm 

Sat 8:00 am - 3 pm 

7732 MacArthur Boulevard 
Cabin John, MD 20818 

3 0 1 / 2 2 9 - 2 4 0 0  

N I C K I  W R I G H T  
continued from page 7 

She is a good artist. Her major at MC was art and 
has taken classes at Glen Echo in watercolor and weav- 
Lng. "If I had the room, I would keep a loom set up 
all the time. Weaving relaxes me and it's exciting when 
a pattern begins to emerge." 

The biggest thing in her life is and always has been her 
family. "I've always loved old people, and my grand- 
parents, aunts and uncles are all elderly now. I go back 
at least once a year to see my family in Virginia. I love 
them all and I love that place." 

Her mother now lives in Coral Springs, Florida. Carry- 
ing on a tradition, Sarah spends every summer with her 
grandparents, then Nicki and Gene drive down for a 
month's visit before school starts. "Of course they spoil 
her, that's what  they're supposed to do. I wouldn ' t  take 
anything for the loving and spoiling I got from my rela- 
tives." 

Nicki's father lives in Frederick; her brother Shane is in 
Braddock Heights, her brother Cameron in Gaithers- 
burg. Brother Clinton is in Georgia; Vicky, Tracy, 
and H.T. live in Frederick. She keeps up with all the 
nieces and nephews. 

"I'm grateful to Gene for bringing me to Cabin John. I 
love this town that I married into; to me it has much of 
the flavor of a small town. I'm so lucky with wonderful  
neighbors and a great community." 

Nicki Wright is one person who makes that true. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 

To place an ad in the Village News classifieds, send us your 
ad and payment of $0.25 per word by the deadline. If you 
have questions, call Lorraine Minor at (301) 229-3515 

IDEAL TENANTS. Young family seeks 2/3 BR 
home to rent in Cabin John. Great credit and refer- 
ences. Environmentally minded. Dad works for 
prestigious nonprofit and is handy around house 
and yard. Mom does the real work at home 
with a toddler while another is on the way! (h) 
301-589-5508,  (w) 202-862-8247.  

FIREWOOD FOR SALE - Mixed hardwood. 
$125/cord or $70/half cord, delivered to Cabin 
John. Call Mark at 229-7412 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
CABIN JOHN VILLAGE NEWS 

September 1, 1999 to August 31, 2000 

Beginning Checkbook Balance (9/1/99) ................... $ 1021.20 

INCOME 

Display Advertising 
Classified Advertising 
Neighborhood Services 
Donations 
Subscriptions 

$4,565.75 
227.50 
338.50 

1,523.00 
155.00 

Total $6,809.75 

EXPENSES 

Printing Expense $5,765.55 
Mailing Expenses: 

Monthly Mailing 915.92 
Bulkrate Fee 100.00 
Labels 99.75 

Misc. 20.85 
PO Box Rental 44.00 
............................................. 

Total $6,946.07 

TOTAL OF INCOME MINUS EXPENSES ......................... $ -136.32 

ENDING CHECKBOOK BALANCE (8/31/00) ..................... $ 884.88 

Submitted by: 
Lorraine Minor 
Business Manager, CJVN 
14 September 2000 

CJCA- Have 
you sent your 

dues yet? 

This is Our last 
appeal for the 

2000 - 2001 
year. 

Mail the coupon below today to 
support the CJCA's activities, 
which include: 

*town-wide celebrations and re- 
creation events, 

*stream and river renewal, 
*airplane noise abatement, 
*zoning enforcement, 
*stop the stink on the canal ef- 

forts, 
*traffic safety issues, 

and much more. 

o 

q 

i 
2 
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LANDSCAPING 
in harmony with your 

taite & budget 

W a s h i n g t o n i a n  A w a r d  W i n n e r  

U n u s u a l  Des ign  • W o o d  Decks ° 

Brick & S tone  Pat ios  • R a i l r o a d  

T ies  • Water fa l l s  & Pools • 

U n i q u e  & Beaut i fu l  P l a n t i n g s  

Mark Willcher & Co. 
(30I)  320-2040 

MD 13305 DC 726 
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The Village News 

THE VILLAGE NEWS is pub- 
lished monthly except in July and 
January and is sent free to every 
household in Cabin John. Oth- 
ers may subscribe for $5 per year. 
Send news, ads, letters, and 
subscriptions to: 
The Village News 
PO Box 164 
Cabin John, MD 20818 

The next deadline is 10 AM 
Thursday Nov. 16th for the issue 
mailing Nov. 23rd. 

People who make the village 
news possible: Barbara and 
Reed Martin, Lorraine Minor, Hei- 
di Brown Lewis. 

Regular Contributors: Burr Gray, 
Andy Rice and Barbara Martin. 

Ads- 301-229-3515. Neighborly 
News - 301-229-3482, 
Features/news - 301-320-0918. 

Bulk Rate 
US Postage Paid 
Cabin John, MD 

20818 
Permit 4210 

Resident 
6 Toml inson Court  
Cabin John, MD 20818 


