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NEIGHBORLY NEWS Feb. 2001 
by Barbara Martin 

Leland Heflin Liu and her husband James are new par- 
ents. Their son, Holden Meng-Han Liu was born Novem- 
ber 13 in Redondo Beach, California. Leland grew up in 
Cabin John. She is the daughter of Diane Leatherman and 
Larry Heflin. 

In November, Lew Worsham was inducted into the Penn- 
sylvania Sports Hall of Fame, "in recognition of being one 
of the greatest players in golf history.' Lew is the brother 
of Uva Cable of Macarthur Boulevard; he grew up in Ca- 
bin John. In 1953, in the first golf event ever shown on 
live national television, he defeated Sammy Snead for the 
USGA title. Lew played in 17 Masters Tournaments, and 
has been a golf pro for more than 50 years. 

Ed Council died in November.  He had lived in the Gar- 
dens for 40 years. Mr. Council founded the Hospital Am- 

~'~bulance, Oxygen, & Equipment Co in the 40's. He served 
_,~-~aboard a Navy minesweeper-during World-War II:-His 

wife, Carey, and children Jeffrey and Marian live on Mc- 
Kay Circle. His son Michael lives in Ohio. 

Many thanks to Fred Mopsik, the computer virtuoso, for 
updating the 27 pages of Village News mailing labels. 

Kate Orme is a January graduate of Towson College, with 
a degree in Communications. Kate is the daughter of 
Cathy and Ted Orme of 81st Street. 

The Potomac Conservancy's Board of Directors has a new 
member, Burr Gray. The Conservancy's announcement 
says: "Burr Gray is President of the Cabin John Maryland 
Citizens Association, and a co-founder of Friends of Cabin 
John Creek and Watershed. A staff attorney at the Nation- 
al Guard Bureau, he was formerly with a law firm which 
specializes in enforcement of the Clean Air Act, and has 
been active in the conservation movement  for many 
years." Mac Thornton of Wishbone Terrace is another 
member of the Board. Mac has been the major mover and 
shaker in the campaign to force clean-up of the sewer 
smells along the Canal. (See Larry Heflin's article else- 
where in this paper.) 

~hl ere are many copies of our Cabin John Directory avail- 
able, and they are FREE. If you need a copy (or even a 
second copy), call the Wilmarths at 301-229-8528. 

continued on page 2 

Next CJCA Meeting - 7:30 p.m. Jan 23, 
2001 at the Clara Barton Community 
Center: 

Agenda - (1) County presentation and CJCA vote on op- 
tions for renovation of Clara Barton Community Center and 
old school and construction of new gym, (2) Yearly dona- 
tions, and (3) financial support for Historical Exhibit.- 

Minutes of Nov 28, 2000 CJCA Meeting 

1. Parking at the Shopping Center - Ralph Osborne 
(Marketplace on the Blvd) and Helen Atkocius (Bethesda 
Coop) gave a presentation of the need for additional park- 
ing at the MacArthur Blvd. shopping area. The merchants 
are requesting in particular that the parking lot just down- 
hill from the Coop (next to Seven Locks Rd.) be expanded 
so that 10-12 spots are available on the left side as well. A 
portion of that area is currently covered with wood chips. 

While CJCA_opposed such anexpansion a number of years 
ago, a motion was passed to form a committee to study the 
issue. Current members of the committee are Ralph Os- 
borne, Helen Atkocious, Harry Rieckelman, Ritch Kepler, 
and Burr Gray. Additional members are welcome (call 
Burr Gray 703-607-2740 (w) if you'd like to participate). 
The goal of the committee is to determine whether it is ap- 
propriate to expand the parking area, and if so, under what 
conditions. 

Other Items of Interest 

M0rch 4th Blood Drive: The Cabin John 
Blood Drive has been rescheduled to 
March 4 (10:00 - 4:00 p.m.) at the Clara 
Barton Community Center. We have ap- 
proximately 50 Cabin John residents signed up so far, and 
need 15 more. If you haven't signed up yet and are ihter- 
ested, please give your name, address, phone number and 
e-mail address to Larry Heflin (lhheflin@juno.com or 229- 
4674). The Holiday season is a traditionally slow time for 
blood donations and there is still a critical need in our area 
for blood. Those of you who have signed up already can 
call Larry and schedule a time slot if you wish. Assume 
that you have that time unless otherwise notified. The Red 
Cross says that they can handle 5-6 folk at the same time. 

Winter Creek Sampling: The winter sampling of the Cabin 
John Creek and some of its tributaries for invertebrate crit- 

continued on page 2 
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CJCA NEWS 
continued from page 1 

ters is set for Jan 27th (1:30 ? 3:30). Call Roy Seidenstein 
(301-320-9880 (h), 202-260-2252 (w)) if you would like to 
participate in this frosty activity. The results of the sam- 
piing will establish a baseline from which to judge in the 
years to come whether the County's stormwater controls 

a n d  stream restoration efforts are working. The sampling 
is organized by the Friends of Cabin John Creek Wa- 
tershed. 

NEIGHBORLY NEWS 
continued from page I 

SOS Do you know the whereabouts of a map of Cabin 
John, made by the American Land Company in 1927, in 
a natural oak frame. Last seen at the Community Center 
several months ago. Reed Martin is desperate to get it 
back. Please call 301-229-3482. 

Cabin John's Garden Club meets the second Tuesday of 
every month. Call Bramman Avery (301-320-5696) or 
Marie Rojas (301-320-2514). You are welcome. 

In a book published in 1931, Tidewater Mary 
found this reference: "By 1688 the Maryland 
had ordered the building of 62 towns, and th 
them were named. These sites were all on na 
ters, and generally at the head of the tide's r( 
or where the running, fresh-water rivers beg 
navigable. But for the most part these remair 
per towns and never came into actuality .... 
localities where towns were ordered were ... 
John's Creek." I'm guessing that refers to our 
location, and that the area in 1688 was know 

John's Creek. 

This is your column to share news of your family, new 
residents, former residents, births, deaths, weddings, 
honors. Call Barbara Martin with your news. 301-229- 
3482. 

There will be a Poetry Reading on Friday, February 9, 
2001 at 7:30 p.m. at Westmoreland Congregational Unit- 
ed Church of Christ, One Westmoreland Circle 
(intersection of Western and Mass. Ave). Dolores Ken- 
drick, Washington D C Poet Laureate will be featured. A 
free will offering will benefit Joseph's House where for- 
merly homeless men with AIDS live. 

Ms. Kendrick authored the award-winning poetry book 
The Women of Plums, which she later adapted for thea- 
ter. It won  the N Y Playwrights Award in 1997 as well as 
numerous other awards. For more information call 301- 
229-7768 during business hours. Diane Leatherman 

Cabin John Historical Exhibit Preview 

A special committee of the CJCA is preparing a 
permanent historical exhibit to be housed in the 
Clara Barton Community Center. Each month 
we'll feature samples of what is in store. 

"Cabin John Bridge construction began in 1857." 

"Bridge construction was completed in 1863." 

"Cabin John Parkway completed in the late 
'60's/early '70's." 
photos prepared by Ger Quinn 
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LOOKING BACKWARD IN CABIN 
OHN 

Andrew E. Rice 

Riding the Bus 

Public transportation in Cabin John has been an off-again, 
on-again proposition. For more than 8 years, from No- 
vember 1976 to January 1985, we survived without any 
bus service. If you wanted to take the bus, you had to get 
to Glen Echo first. 

Glen Echo has always been a popular destination for pub- 
lic transportation. From 1891 to 1900 there were two lines 
that a Washingtonian could take. One, the Washington & 
Glen Echo Railroad, was an electric car route that ran from 
Friendship Heights, then (as now) a major transfer point. 
But the most utilized route was the trolley that ran from 
downtown Washington through Georgetown and straight 
up the Potomac. This line -- route 20 of the old Capital 
Transit Company -- was popular withthose going to the 
Glen Echo Amusement Park, particularly in the summer 
when the company ran open air cars. This line kept go- 
ing for many years; indeed, as a young serviceman in 
World War II stationed in Washington, I rode it frequent- 
ly. 

__ ~But'tKe=lihe~-didfi't-gt6p-~t-Gl~n Echt)~in fact-mi)St-6f-th-b '~ 
cars were marked "Cabin John" and proceeded beyond 
the park up the edge of the Cabin John Creek ravine 
(some of the old trestles are still evident). At that point, 
during the heyday of the famed Cabin John Hotel in the 
early part of the 20th century, passengers could disem- 
bark and walk across a specially constructed pedestrian 
bridge into the hotel grounds. Later, when that bridge 
had to be abandoned, local taxis might ferry Cabin John 
passengers across the Union Arch. 
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Street car service in Washington came to an end during 
the winter of 1960-61, with buses replacing the old trol- 
leys, and Route 20 went out of existence. In its place 
was the N-5 bus route from Dupont Circle out Mas- 
sachusetts Avenue to Glen Echo. About the same time, 
a new route, the N-8, served by a little bus because of 
the weight restrictions on MacArthur Boulevard, was 
put into service; it ran from Sibley Hospital to 
Cabin John, terminating at what is now the Captain's 
Market (with two runs a day out to the Model Basin). In 
1975, in an effort to gain more riders, the line was ex- 
tended up Persimmon Tree Road to Carderock Springs. 

But ridership was never great, even with the Cabin 
John commuters who took the N-8 and transferred at 
Glen Echo to the N-5, and on November 12, 1976 the 
N-8 made its final run, for once with a good crowd 
aboard. (It didn't  hurt that champagne was being 
served by the few but loyal regular passengers!) 

It was not until the Metrorail Red Line reached Mont- 
gomery County that bus service was restored to Cabin 
John. On January 28, 1985, Ride-on Route 32 between 
the Naval Ship Research Center and Bethesda (via 
MacArthur Boulevard and Wilson Lane) started the 
rush hour operation which it continues to this day. 
Another Ride-on route (#29), running between the 

. . . .  Bethesda and- Friendship-Heights-Metro stations, was - - 
established that served Glen Echo. And the Metrobus ' 
N-5 route to downtown Washington became the Ex- 
press N-7, with its run extended from Montgomery 
Mall all the way to the Federal Triangle, with a a de- 
tour into Glen Echo. 

Some Cabin Johners still drive or walk to Glen Echo to 

continued on page 4 
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ALPINE VETERINARY 
HOSPITAL 

Full Service Animal Hospital 
M o n - F r i  7 :30  a m  - 7 :00  p m  

S a t  8 :00  a m  - 3 p m  

7732 MacArthur Boulevard 
Cabin  John, MD 20818 

301/229-2400 
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SEWER VENTS A L O N G  THE CANAL 
TO BE FIXED 
by Larry Heflin 

In the 1960's the Dulles (Potomac) Interceptor Sewer was 
built to intercept and carry raw sewage from Dulles Air- 
port to the Blue Springs treatment plant in S.E. Washing- 
ton, D.C. The vents (located in the Cabin John area bet- 
ween the canal and the parkway) have been a source for 
noxious smells ever since. 

As a result of a coalition of nearby Citizens Associations 
(spearheaded by CJCA president Burr Gray), the Canoe 
Cruisers Association, the American Canoe Association and 
The Potomac Conservancy, a lawsuit was filed to force re- 
mediation. The DC Water and Sewer Authority (WASA) 
has now agreed to make sweeping changes to eliminate 
the smell. Nearby changes include sealing the vents at 
Locks 6, 7 and 8 and placing a charcoal-filtered fan struc- 
ture upstream of Lock 10 (we've asked them to study mov- 
ing it to the beltway area), at Anglers Inn (perhaps com- 
bined with a restroom), and Lock 5 (or perhaps further 
downstream near the pump station). The vents at Lock 9, 
and near the Cabin John parkway exit/entrance bridge are 
to be fired with charcoal filters and will (mostly) be intak- 
ing air. 
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LOOKING BACK 
continued from page 3 

pick up the #29 Ride-On or the N-7 Metrobus, but the 
N-7 has not been doing well passenger-wise. Last De- 
cember 14, Metro decided to abandon it, but a concert- 
ed effort by riders along the Massachusetts Avenue 
corridor, aided by Maryland delegate Nancy Kopp, 
state senator Brian Frosh and County Council member 
Howard Denis, brought about an agreement to contin- 
ue the line on a trial basis from January to June 2001. 

Now the rider group, headed by Thomas Carothers 
(5505 Mohican Road, Bethesda 20816, phone (office) 
202-939-2260, e-mail tcarothers@ceip.org) is mobilizing 
to try to expand ridership so as to assure the route's 
continuation. 

/ t  

~!L~g,. ~.--.. 
Glen Echo 

Baptist Church 

2 Vassar Circle 
Glen Echo, Maryland 

301-229-4430 

Come Worship With Us 

Sunday Morning 
Family Bible Study 9:30 AM 

Worship 11:00 AM 

Sunday Evening 
Family Worship 6:00 PM 

Wednesday Evening 
Bible Study and Prayer 

7:00 PM 

Friday Morning 
Bible Study 10:00 AM 

You Are Invited To Join Us 
Gil Brown - Pastor 
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ALLEN ALEXANDER: A CONNOIS-  
SEUR OF LIFE 
by Barbara Martin 

Allen Alexander grew up in Flushing, New York. "That 
was three quarters of a century ago. I can remember the 
neighborhood when there were dirt roads, although by 
the time I left, there was a traffic light." He is the oldest 
sibling, with two younger sisters. His father, a lawyer, 
lived in Flushing all his life. His mother's family had 
come from California in 1899. 

"I was close to my maternal grandfather; he was an out- 
doorsman. He would take me fishing in Long Island 
Sound." The family had a place in upstate New York, 
about 3 hours from Flushing. "We spent all summer in 
the woods. I understand now it's a Mecca for rock 
climbers." 

"I was a sickly kid in the 1920s; I had mastoid opera- 
tions, scarlet fever, a few other things; before I went  to 
school I spent a year in the hospital, and a winter in 
Miami with my grandmother, for my health. In my ju- 
nior year in high school, my family spent the winter in 
Punta Gorda, on Florida's west coast, But when my fami- 
ly was returning to Flushing, the principal of the Florida 
high school encouraged me to stay and graduate from 
there. I got a room in the 15o~rding hbbse ~f flay English 
teacher's mother and for my senior year I was on my 
own. The landlady charged $1 a day. The other boarders 
were construction men with hearty appetites; she 
couldn't have made much profit on them. That's when I 
learned to use the boardinghouse reach." Through his 
teens, Allen's health and stamina improved every year. 
He played baseball and basketball, and was on the track 
team. "I was small but  I was fas t -  a sprinter." 

Graduating in 1940, he went  back to Flushing. "I really 
hadn't made any plans or thought much about my fu- 
ture. Near the end of the summer, it came to me sud- 
denly that I'd better do something about college. At that 
late date; about my only option was the University of 
Florida at Gainesville, where they had to accept any 

Landscape Design • Installation • Decks  

Retaining Walls • Maintenance • Haul ing • Gutters 

LANDSCAPING 

graduate of a Florida high school. We telephoned and 
found that the registration deadline was noon of the 
coming Saturday. The next day, my mother gave me a 
shoebox full of sandwiches and my father put me on the 
train going south. I rode all night and got to Gain6sville 
with just 2 hours to spare." 

Allen enrolled in the liberal arts program, focusing on 
history and political science. "I had always read the 
newspapers and kept up with current events, and jour- 
nalism was s always in the back of my mind." 

During his sophomore year, the United States entered 
World War II. Although he had been in ROTC for his 
two college years, he was classified 4-F. "Being 4-F was 
embarrassing. If you were a young, fit-looking man, not 
in uniform, you got plenty of dirty looks and ill-natured 
questions. I finally dropped out of college." 

He enrolled in the National Youth Administration, a 
New Deal agency designed to teach young men a trade 
or profession. "We earned $30 a month, and $20 of it 
was deducted for our room and board. The rest was ours 
to spend. The camp was in Eastport, Maine. The bar- 
racks, built about 1920, were so flimsy that the wind 
whistled through the boards. Sometimes the tempera- 
ture went  to -20 degrees. And everybody got sick on the 
cooking." 

Allen went into the machine shop and learned to do 
aviation instrument calibration. When he finished the 
course, he was asked to stay on as an instructor. Then he 
Was sent to Sperry Gyroscope, in Long Island, to work 
on the manufacture of Norden bombsights and proximi- 
ty fuses. He stayed at that company a few months, then 
got a job in the Associated Press photo library in Rocke- 
feller Center. "It was the largest such library in the 
country. My job was filing photos taken by AP photog- 
raphers and AP member newspapers around the world. 
I saw the war first-hand via photos." 

And then Destiny pushed him in the direction that 
would become his life's profession. The AP News Bu- 
reau was on the same floor as the photo library. "I got to 

continued on page 6 
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ALLEN ALEXANDER 
continued from page 5 

know the News Bureau chief, and told him I wanted to be 
a reporter. He told me to get my degree and then maybe 

• he would hire me. So I went back to the University of 
• Florida and majored in journalism. I graduated on a Fri- 
day and started Monday morning as an reporter for AP in 
New York. I have to say that the manpower shortage-- due 
to the war--probably had a lot to do with my beinghired." 

That was 1945, and the war in Europe was winding down 
rapidly. Allen's assignment was the New York harbor, re- 
porting ship news and interviewing returning servicemen. 
"When the Queen Mary came into the harbor bringing 
14,000 troops, there was a great celebration with bands 
playing, fireboats spraying water, crowds cheering. I still 
get goosebumps thinking about that event." 

But after most of the ships had returned and the European 
war was finished, Allen's job disappeared• His editor told 
him he could choose to go to a satellite bureau, or go to 
work for a newspaper, and come back in 5 years. He chose 
to go to the AP's office in Charlotte, as the wire filing edi- 
tor. He received all stories sent in over the AP wires, edit- 
ed and chose which ones should go out to the North and 
South Carolina newspapers and radio stations. It was a 
very responsible position, and "it could be nerve- 
wracking." 

One fateful day Allen was going through the line at an 
S&W cafeteria. Jo Watkins, an assistant in that multi-state 
corporation's headquarters, happened to be helping at the 
cash register. On an impulse Allen asked her to go to the 
movies with him, and can an impulse she accepted. 

"We dated 3 months, were engaged for 3 months, and 
then got married. It was 1947 and I was making the im- 
pressive salary of $32.50 a week. Housing in Charlotte, as- 
in most U.S. cities, was just about impossible. There had 
been no new construction since the war began. Another 
man and I were sharing a hotel room. I wanted him to- 
move out, but he had no place to go. We flipped for it, and 
I lost. Desperate, I pleaded with the landlady to give us a 
room. She found a room, and it was the pits. Fortunately, 
an apartment finally became available and we lived there 
until 1948 when I was transferred to Raleigh, the state 
capital. I was an AP political reporter there for 9 years." 

1957 was an eventful year for the Alexanders. Allen took a 
job with the Panama Canal Zone government, as deputy 
information officer. "My main job was liaison between the 
Governors of the Canal Zone, 2-star generals in civilian 
clothes, and the mayors of the civilian towns in the Canal 
Zone." In that same year, daughter Susie joined the fami- 
ly. Two years later Susie got a baby sister, Cathy. 

The Village News 

Governors were in effect benign dictatorsand they 
gave me broad discretion working with the mayors. 
one part of my duties was escorting VIPs through the 
Canal. It was a great life. As big fish in a little pond, we 
went to many parties and official functions. Jo was get- 
ting her college degree, we had two wonderful little 
girls, and the living was most pleasant." 

But as the girls neared school age, we agreed it was 
time to return to the States. They visited with Jo's sister 
in Kensington while they did intensive job hunting and 
house hunting. Allen went to work for the Public 
Health Service in Washington, D.C. as an information 
officer and they moved into their home on Caraway 
Street in January 1964, into a house that had been built 
by Ed Bissett in 1933: (Since they bought the house, 
they have made three expansions, adding space and 
light.) "When we first looked at the house, we liked it, 
but we wanted to check out the town. We had lunch at 
a restaurant located where the veterinarian is now. 
When we walked in, the place was crowded with con- 
struction workers who gave us the once-over. As soon 
as we explained that we were thinking of moving to 
Cabin John, these guys became the Chamber of Com- 
merce Boosters, telling us all the benefits of the com- 
munity and assuring us we would be 
welcome. That convinced us." 

"Right away I got in a cab po01 with Josh Randol[ 
lived on Riverside. But there was no Beltway yet and I 
was worried that my family might be too isolated way 
out in Cabin John." That didn't  happen. "Nobody had 
fences; the in Cabin around like Indians in each others 
yards. Life was easy and informal. People kept their 
rowboats down at the river, tied to a tree. It reminded 
me of Flushing in the late 1920's." 

Both Jo and Allen involved themselves in their new 
community. With Celeste Swedenberg, Jo helped car- 
pool Cabin John youngsters to the newly established 
preschool program at the Bannockburn school. She be- 
came a PTA mom when Sue started at Clara Barton 
School and when Sue and Cathy enrolled in the brand 
new Carderock Elementary School. 

This was the 60s--the burgeoning of activism. "Harvey 
Hook was a neighbor who had progressive ideas and a 
lot of energy. One of our projects was a bike path along 
Macarthur. You saw mothers pushing their babies in 
strollers- out in the road. Bicyclists had to ride right in 
the traffic. Harvey and some others went to Rockville 
with the town's request for a path, but there was little 
response: Cabin John was sort of the poor relation of 
County. We got the idea of starting a newsletter, to 
gather support for the bike path; that was the begin- 
ning of our present day Village News. Judy Toth put it 

"I thought I was in the best job a man could have. The continued on page 7 
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together and I would look it over to be sure we kept a 
positive tone. With strong community approval of a path 
to walk and bike along Macarthur, the committee went 
back to Rockville. This time they were told that there 
wasn't money to put in a curb and pave a path, so if the 
town would put in a curb, then the County wouldmake 
a paved path. Of course the powers that be thought that 
would put an end to the troublemakers in Cabin John, 
but Harvey Hook knew where he could get discarded 
telephone poles, and he had a friend with some big 
trucks. So Cabin John men drove the trucks, loaded up 
the poles, and laid them down at the edge of the road. 
Voila, we had curbs. Then the County had to come 
through with their part and that's how we got our paved 
bike path. At first it was just along part of Cabin John's 
Macarthur length, and later it was extended to Great 
Falls on one end and to the District line on the other:" 

"Another Harvey Hook-led project was a Cabin John 
trash cleanup. At that time the County had no pickups 
for items that wouldn't go in the trash cans, as they do 
now. Through the newsletter we publicized a Cleanup 
Weekend and Harvey borrowed the big trucks again. 
Bill White helped with that and so did many others. Peo- 

p l e  were so enthusiastic about putting out old refrigera- 
m~rors and broken furniture that we had to extend thepro- 

.,kend to three." 

too, with the effort that began dur- 
'esidency of the Citizens Association 
:abin John's Master Plan, sponsored 
ice of Community Planning. Cabin 
Y.ounty presence. 

ublic Health, Allen transferred to the 
working with implementation of the 
desegregation program. The rest o 

his professional career was with Education, writing 
speeches; drafting statements, preparing testimony for 
the Secretary of Education to present before Congress. He 
retired in 1985. 

Allen volunteered at the National Park Service's Archeo- 
logical Research Storage Facility, which then existed in. 
Silver Spring, cleaning artifacts uncovered at various 
Park Service sites and sent to the Facility for restoration 
and categorizing. He took part in digs at Harpers Ferry. 
"One of the Montgomery College courses in archeology 
included a field trip to SL Croix in the Virgin Islands. "Jo 

I have gone on some wonderful trips, including col- 
study groups to Jordan, Italy, Israel, Greece, Turkey, 

ano Egypt. This spring we're going to Latvia and St.Pe- 
tersburg, Russia. We've been benefiting from Mont- 
gomery College courses for 15 years. I've also taken 
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AWARD FROM GOVERNOR CONFERRED 
ON ONE OF CABIN JOHN'S TREASURES 

For the half-century that they have lived in Cabin John, 
Danny and Virginia Harris have been some of the most 
active neighbors in lending a helping hand locally and 
across the state. Though Virginia passed away last sum- 
mer, her good deeds go on, as recognized by the State of 
Maryland in this award just presented to her family: 

" P o s t h u m o u s l y  P r e s e n t e d  To 
VIRGINIA HARRIS 

For your  continuing commitment  to communi ty  
outreach for which Maryland is widely respected, 
working to make a difference in the lives of low in- 
come families in Western Maryland and beyond as 

demonst ra ted  by your  work  dur ing  the floods in 
1985 and  1996, providing food and  clothing and  

other items to flood victims, helping with  s u m m e r  
work  camps and  countless dollars in donations 
raised for the Interfaith Consort ium of Greater 

Cumber land  and  the sur rounding  communities.  
We  a re  p l e a s e d  to c o n f e r  u p o n  y o u  this  

GOVERNOR'S  CITATION 
on  this  the  10th d a y  of  J anua ry ,  2001" 

courses in literature, psychology, and computers. Seniors 
can audit any class for a small fee.." 

Jo is a certified Yoga instructor, teaching at her home and 
volunteering as an instructor at the Clara Barton Senior 
Center. "One year when Jo went to India for ,a month, I 
decided at age 72 to fulfill a long-held ambition. I joined 
a group trekking 4 days and 3 nights through the Andes 
Mountains in Peru, to Macchu Pichu, an ancient Incan 
settlement, partially restored. That hike took us over 
14,000-foot peaks. I was the only graybeard and I man- 
aged to keep up." 

Allen is out on the tennis courts twice a week, playing 
doubles. He's a big reader. "I like historical novels and 
biographies of Americans. LeCarre writes about locales I 
can relate to." The Alexanders' daughters are close by. 
Both are married, and both live in Silver Spring. Susan 
is a manicurist/pedicurist; Cathy works as an adminis- 
trator at NIH. 

Allen is an energetic man, a man who gives a lot of him- 
self to life and enjoys every day. "There are so many 
things you can discover." And he continues to do that 
with enthusiasm. 
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Cabin John Holiday Party 

by Burr Gray 

The Holiday Party held on December 17th was attended by 
over 250 adults and children and featured delicious food 
(donated by local merchants),drinks and cookies (donated 
by Cabin John residents), crafts (supervised by Liz Clark, 
Katie Scott, Linda Jones, elves from Girl Scout Troop #3, 
and Pam Doser) and presents for the kids, storytelling, car- 

. oling, a visit by Santa, and a raffle of various items donated 
by the community merchants. The event was sponsored 
by both the Cabin John Citizens Association and the Clara 
Barton Community Center. 

This effort continues to be well supported by the local com- 
munity merchants. In the food department, the partygoers 
benefited for donations by the Bethesda Co-op (cider & 
spices, lots of cheeses & crackers), Pizza Hut (12 pizzas ? as 
transported in armored car by Larry Heflin), BB&T Bank 
(large delicious cake), Glen Echo Sub Shop (6 ft sub as 
transported by Scott and Riley Lewis with Secret Service 
escort), Bob Epstein (popcorn, the usual Cabin John limit of 
10 lbs of popcorn was cooked by Karen Melchar). Kather- 
ine Wilmarth handled sales of the raffle tickets which helps 
offset the cost of the event. As supervised by Bruce Wil- 
marth, local kids reached into a bowl and picked the win- 
ners= of the raffle items that were donated by Potomac Out- 
doors, Hughes Landscaping, Alpine Animal Hospital, Glen 
Echo Hardware, Firehouse Cleaners, Wild Bird Center, 
Eleanor Balaban, Marketplace on the Blvd., KanPai Sushi, 
Clara Barton Center for Children, Pepperidge Farms, and 
theClara Barton Community Center. (It should be noted 
that Burr Gray, CJCA Pres., did not win anything in the 
raffle this year, thus lessening calls for an independent 
prosecutor to investigate wins by Burr's daughters in the 
previous years.) 

Moira Glennon led the children through the traditional and 
interactive story about "The House Where Santa Lives". 
Barbara Martin played the piano in assisting Pete Couste 
with the caroling. Pete expanded the repertoire this year to 
include those popular favorites "Santa Claus Is Coming To 
Town" and "Jingle Bell Rock". Santa Claus arrived early 
this year via a Cabin John Fire Dept. firetruck (coordinated 
by Lee Hunter) and passed out presents to 135 kids 
(including a few teenagers on the "Nice" list) that had been 
ordered and bundled by Diane and Blythe Leatherman. 
The sound system was outstanding for a second year in a 
row, courtesy of Jim Gilchrist. The Christmas tree was pro- 
vided by Hughes Landscaping and decorated by Ruth 
Rabner and her children and Gabrielle Herderschee. Nina 
Weissberg, Lisa Landsman, Kathleen Black, Robin Gurley 
and Karen Melchar and assorted children put some pretty 
spiffy looking decorations on the walls. The set-up crew 
also consisted of John & Patsy Mathews, Paul Bishop, Reed 
Martin, Burr Gray, and Bruce & Barbara Wilmarth. 

Andy Rice led by example and inspired others to 
help with the cleanup at the end. 

This event is a lot of fun, with the food, music and 
festive spirits flowing freely. And when Santa walks 
through the door, well, the place goes nuts. "Til next 
year?. 

NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES 

HAULING Reasonable. Yard/garage items. Lawn 
cutting and hedge trimming. Prefer small jobs. Call Ed. 
301-424-4420. 

MUSIC LESSONS VIOLIN, VIOLA AND 
PIANO STUDIO. All ages, all levels. Ensemble 
workshops. Vera Dolezal. 301-229-5685. 

CABIN JOHN AMERICAN-CHINESE UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 
7703 MacArthur Blvd.- Mixed cultural and traditional 
background American and Chinese united in worship- 
ing and serving God together. Residents of Cabin 
John and surrounding areas: you are warmly invited to 
share with us. Come and experience the Blessings!!!l 
English service 10:00 AM, Chinese service 11:15 AM 
on Sundays. Fellowship groups meet on Fridays at 
8:00 PM for youth, young professionals, families and ol children. Call church office at 301-229-8233 or Past 
Shih at 301-977-8927. ~i 

PAINTING Full Service, Interior & Exterior Paintin/~:9 
At 1st Choice Painting, we stress high quality work-~/P 
manship and service. Call Cabin John resident Joh' 
Rabner at (301)229-9100. Excellent references. !~ ;,? 
us at www. 1 stchoicepainting.com. ;, 

! 
CHILD CARE. Licensed Family Day Care. 12/ 
experience, references. Call Slew at 301-320-4~' 

PERSONALIZED PET SITTING/PET C.K 
Let Creature Comforts care for your pets, with all) 

/ 

love and attention you would give, while you are" ~'ay. 
Whether your pet needs daily attention and exq;/ se i 
while you work or needs attentive care to keep t:/.'n I 
happy and safe while you vacation, Creature Cf/i~forts 
can provide dedicated service for all your pet c/:e and | 
pet sitting needs. (301) 229-6643 | 

I 
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CLASSIFIED ADS 

RECOVERING YOUR~TIVE SELF: 12 
week course focused on maintaining 
one's artistic edge in the mundane 
world. Call Harry Rieckelman at 
301-951-8969 

PART TIME ELEMENTARY POSITION: 
Now hiring for a permanent part 
time position. Assist with ele- 
mentary aged children in our after 
school program. Work with a 
friendly staff in a neighborhood 
location. Hours are Mon. through 
Fri. from 3 to 6 p.m. Call Clara 
Barton Center for Children at 301- 
320-4565 for salary/benefits, re- 
quirements and questions. 

AFTERNOON CAREGIVER WANTED: 

Cabin John family looking for a 
capable, energetic person to lend 
a hand 3 days/week, 3pm - 7pm 
flexible, starting in March. From 
infant care, to preschool romping 
to household chores, it's never a 
dull moment. Top hourly wages 
paid for experienced person. Call 

301-320-0918 

I 
'To~place an ad in the Village N e w s  classifieds, 
send us your ad and payment of  $0.25 per word by 
the deadline. I f  you have questions, call Lorraine 
Minor at (301) 229-3515. 

YOglR PRIH'I'ING & COPYSOLglTION! 
~ ~  C A L L  U 5  T O D A Y  .... F R E E  P I C K U P  

.... F R E E  D E L I V E R Y  

COPIES, COPIES [v I /COLOR TO 4 / C O L O R  PROCESS 

FLIERS " BROCHURES • P O S T E R S  • POCKET FOLDERS 

CARBONLESS F O R M S  • CONTINUOUS C H E C K S / F O R M S / l A B E L S  

N E W S L E T r E R S  • MANUAl'=;  • BOOKLETS GBC/COIL/PERFECT BIND 

LETTERHEAD " E N V E L O P E S  " B U S I N E S S  CARDS A N D  MORE! 

Printing 
pressions 

I N C O R P O R A T E. D 

671-A Southlawn Lane • Rockville, MD 20850 

301-217-0400 " FAX301 -217 -0404  

Finding a new home 
can be a challenge. 

Finding the right realtor 
can make all the difference. 

 beill6 
Barbara Abeill6 
7272 Wisconsin Ave 
Bethesda, MD 20814 

O 301.941.2354 
H 301.320.5391 

www.abefllehornes.com 

Putting the Accent on Success 

P A R D O E  I. 1 
REAL ESTATE ' " " ~ '  
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LANDSCAPING 
in harmony with your 

taste & budget 

W a s h i n g t o n i a n  A w a r d  W i n n e r  

U n u s u a l  D e s i g n  • W o o d  D e c k s  • 

Br i ck  & S t o n e  P a t i o s  • R a i l r o a d  

T i e s  • W a t e r f a l l s  & Poo l s  • 

U n i q u e  & B e a u t i f u l  P l a n t i n g s  

Mark Willcher & Co. 
(30I )  320-2040 

MD 13305 DC 726 

The Village News 

THE VILLAGE NEWS is pub- 
lished monthly except in July and 
January and is sent free to every 
household in Cabin John. Oth- 
ers may subscribe for $5 per year. 
Send news, ads, letters, and 
subscriptions to: 
The Village News 
PO Box 164 
Cabin John, MD 20818 

The next deadline is 10 AM 
Thursday Feb. 15th for the issue 
mailing Feb 22nd. 

People who make the village 
news possible: Barbara and 
Reed Martin, Lorraine Minor, Hei- 
di Brown Lewis. 

Regular Contributors: Burr Gray, 
Andy Rice, Susan Roberts and 
Barbara Martin. 
Ads - 301-229-3515. Neighborly 
News - 301-229-3482, 
Features/news - 301-320-0918. 
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