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From left to right: C&O Canal Park Superintendent Kevin Brandt, County 
Councilman Roger Berliner, State Senator Brian Frosh, Bob Campbell of 
Chesapeake Gateway which funded the exhibit, Sumi Siram of Rep. Chris 
Van Hollen’s staff, and Potomac Conservancy President Hedrick Belin.

Officials Help Open River Center on May 5

by Burr Gray

Get your tastebuds ready for the wine and cheese 
tasting event set for Sunday, June 24 from 3 to 6 
pm at the Clara Barton Community Center. This 
first time event will feature samples of the exciting 
new wine selection now offered by the Bethesda 

Co-op, plus a sampling of delicious Co-op cheeses, 
delightful musical entertainment, advice from a 
wine connoisseur, and the presentation/sale of 
beautiful artworks by local artists. The event is 
geared toward adults, but feel free to bring your 
children. The Center staff will entertain them with 

crafts and games (plus 
refreshments) in one of 
the Center’s other rooms. 
So seize a bit of an 
early summer afternoon 
to sample a little wine 
and cheese and nice 
art accompanied by a 
musical quartet.  

All ticket proceeds and 
a portion of the art sales 
will benefit the many 
Center activities and 
programs enjoyed by the 
community. Tickets at 
the door are $5 for adults 
and $2 for children.  

Hosted by the Friends 
of the Clara Barton 
Community Center with 
support of the Bethesda 
Co-op (now in their 16th 
year in Cabin John). 

by Burr Gray

The rules of the contest were this: send us an entry on what you think 
someone moving into Cabin John should know about our community. People 
whose entries were selected would win a $20 Starbucks certificate. Some 
people interpreted this to mean a listing of what you liked best about Cabin 
John. Some people figured this was a list of what was unique about Cabin 
John. It was neither really. It was simply a list of “10 Things About Cabin 
John.” Very zen.

(continued on page 7)
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Neighborly News by Barbara Martin

A gathering of friends to dedicate 
a tree and memorial bench to 
Diane Leatherman will be held 
this Saturday, May 19, at 4 pm. 
The tree and bench are already in 
place in front of the Community 
Center where the gathering will 
take place. Diane died in January 
2006 and, for decades, was a 
worker for Cabin John projects, 
including Home Study, the annual 
Crab Feast, restoration of the 
historic Black Cemetery, and also 
served as secretary, then president, 
of the Citizens Association. 

The Rev. Susan Burns of 
Episcopal Church of the 
Redeemer, Diane’s church, will 
speak briefly and friends will be 
welcome to share their memories 
of Diane. Light refreshments 

19 ..............Leatherman Bench Dedication
 Clara Barton Center
 4 pm (see above)

27 ......................................CJCA Meeting
 Clara Barton Center
 7:30 pm (see p. 6)

 

3 .............................................Blood Drive
 Clara Barton Center
 10 am - 3:45 pm (see p. 5)

9 ................................Children’s Bug Walk
 Lockhouse 8
 1 - 2 pm (see p. 5)

9 ................................. Strawberry Festival
 Church of the Redeemer, Glen Echo
 11 am - 3 pm (see p. 13)

24 .............Voices of the River: Judy Cook
 Lockhouse 8
 3 - 4 pm (see p. 5)

24 ............................Wine/Cheese Tasting
 Clara Barton Center
 3 - 6 pm (see p. 1)

Community
Calendar
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will be provided by the Citizens Association. The 
occasion will be held outdoors if the weather is 
good; otherwise, inside the Community Center. 

Many of you contributed to the memorial tree and 
bench. All Cabin Johners are invited to join in this 
remembrance of the woman who was our friend 
and a generous benefactor of our town. 
 

Please let me know of news about present or past 
Cabin John residents. I’m at barbmartin@comcast.
net or 301-229-3482.
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Diane Leatherman
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Tony Guida — A Man of Enthusiasms

(continued on page 10)

by Ginny Dean

In the early 1980s, Tony Guida took his reluctant 
daughter to Adventure Theater in Glen Echo Park 
in hopes of getting her involved in Dragon Song, 
a play by Anne McCaffrey. But the only way she 
would audition was if he auditioned. He did, so 
she did—and they hired him instead of her. When 
you meet Tony you can understand why a casting 
director would want him on board. He is a human 
caricature, with a face made for the theater. 
 
The anecdote is instructive for several reasons, one 
of which is that the accidental actor stayed involved 
in the performance arts, in one form or another, 
for the next 30 years. But the tale and its aftermath 
also reflect many of Tony’s core philosophies: that 
nearly all of life involves acting; that one’s life is 
about one’s stories; that if you study and work at 
something, you can generally become quite good at 
it; and that applause is the ultimate aphrodisiac.

He was born in Richmond, the first of what was 
to become a four-kid family. His dad moved the 
clan to Arlington when Tony was 4, and there he 
stayed. After high school came a tour in the Air 
Force, including several temporary-duty forays into 
Vietnam. This was followed by a stint at AT&T, 
where the phone company tried unsuccessfully to 
cultivate a love of computer programming. Instead, 
he fell in love with and married Alice Najarian, who 
encouraged him to quit the job he hated and go to 
college on the G.I. bill while she supported them 
with her work as a secretary. He never looked back.

Following graduation from the University of 
Maryland, Tony became a contract negotiator 
for the government. “Negotiating, like just about 
everything in life, is acting,” he explains. “Speaking 
and behaving in ways that elicit a desired 
response.” For 30 years, he worked for various 
government agencies. Some of the contracts—or 
the projects and ideas of colleagues that he 
advanced by negotiating the contracts—were great 
fun, and Tony is clearly a man who likes to have a 
good time. 

In a project he managed for the Interior Department 
on the West Coast Outer Continental Shelf 
Environmental Studies Program, they researched 
everything about the area in the Pacific to be 
explored—from its archeology, to the hydrocarbon 
level of water, to the critters that roamed the area—

in order to facilitate decision-making concerning 
the offshore oil and gas program. None of this had 
ever been done before at an agency that largely 
concerned itself with fences and forests. So he and 
his office mates got to make it up as they went 
along, which appealed to Tony’s sense of adventure 
and novelty. In later work with the Naval Research 
Laboratory, where he headed up a branch on 
electrical and electronic research and development, 
he provided the contract work for a process for 
making diamonds and other improbable ideas that 
spewed from the complex brains of the scientists 
with whom he worked. It was, he says, like working 
backstage at a magic show. But his career is only 
part of his life’s stories. And a small part at that.

Tony Guida as his Renaissance Festival alter ego, Cardinal Sinnius Vice.
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                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            Worship at 
              REDEEMER 

 
■ SUNDAY 
The Holy Eucharist                                         8:00 am 
Adult Education                                                      9:15 am 
Choral Eucharist                                                10:30 am 
Sunday School & Nursery Care                        10:30 am 
 

■ MONDAY 
Taizé Service (First Monday)                                   7:30 pm 
Contemplative Eucharist (Third Monday)             7:30 pm 
 

■ WEDNESDAY 
Morning Prayer & Breakfast                                    8:30 am 
The Holy Eucharist                                              12:00 pm 

 

THE CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER 
 

6201 Dunrobbin Drive  ▪  Bethesda, Maryland 20816 
(301) 229-3770  ▪  office.redeemer@verizon.net 

 

w w w . r e d e e m e r b e t h e s d a . o r g  

(continued on page 5)

7020 Arlington Road
Bethesda, Maryland 20814

Direct 301.215.5471
kspeckler@euromotorcars.com

(bring me this ad for an additional $500.00 ‘C.J.’ credit to your purchase)

SAVE THE BAY
 
Do you know what kind of dish soap you use? Do you 
know if you’re helping or hurting the environment? 
Phosphorus from automatic dishwasher detergent enters 
the Bay, causing excessive algae growth. This leads to 
suffocation throughout the Bay. Trader Joe’s, Whole 
Foods, and Co-ops in the area sell phosphorus free soap, 
that includes Seventh Generation, Ecover, and Trader 
Joe’s. Phosphate is the number one cause of pollution 
in the bay. The phosphorus cannot be removed from the 
water treatment centers they drain from. A bill that was 
passed this session will require all dish soaps in Maryland 
in 2010 to be phosphorus free. If it’s going to be applied 
in 2010, why not get used to it now? A study shows 9% 
to 34% of phosphorus comes from dishwasher detergent, 
and if people start using phosphorus free soap now, that 
number will be reduced significantly.

—Robby Lund
6th Grader, Pyle Middle School

Letter to the editor
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The next Cabin John Citizens Association sponsored Red Cross Blood Drive 
will be on Sunday, June 3 from 10am until 3:45pm at the Clara Barton Center. 
We hold three drives per year, and this is the toughest one to schedule in order 
to meet the Red Cross quota of 50 pints per drive. Summer traditionally means 
shortages in blood products in our area, leading to delays in medical treatments, 
in some cases while area hospitals search for blood supplies from as far away 
as North Carolina and Southern Virginia.

Please call or email Karen Melchar (301/229-9049 or ardenroad@mac.com) to 
schedule a time to donate blood. We schedule the drive in 15 minute increments 
(10:15am, 10:30am, etc.) so that no one has to wait in a long line to donate 
blood. Deal with a real live person, and not the computer-generated caller from 
the Red Cross! Call Karen right now!

This is an important community service, and Cabin John should be proud of the 
reputation we have with the Red Cross for being consistent and reliable blood 
donors. If you have questions about your eligibility to give blood, please check 
the Red Cross website at www.my-redcross.org and click on “Donor.” Or you 
can call the Red Cross at 800/448-3543. 

You can give blood if you are 17 years of age or, in the state of Maryland only, 
16 years of age with parental consent and weigh 110 pounds or more, are in 
general good health, have NOT received a tattoo within the past year, and have 
NOT donated in the last 56 days. There are some misperceptions about who 
can and cannot donate. Here are some guidelines:

You Can Donate if You:
• Have high blood pressure, as long as it is below 180/100 at the time 

of donation (blood pressure medications do not disqualify you from 
donating).

• Have diabetes (controlled by diet or medication).
• Receive shots for allergies.
• Have finished taking antibiotics prior to donation.

You Cannot Donate Blood if You:
• Have a sore throat, fever, flu, or productive cough on the day of the blood 

drive.
• Have had a tattoo in the last 12 months.
• Have, during your international travel and/or residency, spent a total time 

that adds up to 3 months in the United Kingdom from January 1, 1980, 
through December 31, 1996.

• Have had a blood transfusion in any country in the United Kingdom from 
January 1, 1980 to present.

• Were a member of the of the U.S. military, a civilian military employee, or 
a dependent of a member of the U.S. military who spent a total time of 6 
months on or associated with a military base in any of the following areas 
during the specified time frames:

• From 1980 through 1990 - Belgium, the Netherlands (Holland), 
or Germany.

• From 1980 through 1996 - Spain, Portugal, Turkey, Italy or 
Greece.

• Have spent a total time that adds up to 5 years or more in any combination 
of country(ies) in Europe from January 1, 1980 to present.

Upcoming Events for
Lockhouse 8

Saturday, June 9, 1- 2 pm 
Children’s Bug Walk. Led by naturalist and 
Potomac Conservancy volunteer Deborah 
Landau, this walk along the C&O Canal 
and Potomac River will give your children 
a glimpse into the lives of the smallest 
critters that share our environment: insects. 
To RSVP, contact Heather Montgomery at 
montgomery@potomac.org.

Sunday, June 24, 3 - 4 pm 
Voices of the River: Judy Cook and Songs 
of Women and the Sea. Folksinger Judy 
Cook sings unaccompanied traditional 
songs and ballads. A story teller in ballad 
form, she will sing songs of women and the 
sea.To RSVP for this free event, contact 
Judy Welles at welles@potomac.org; 
301.608.1188.

Saturday, July 7, 4 - 8 pm
Please join Potomac Conservancy for our 
annual Picnic on the Potomac at Carderock 
Pavilion, Carderock, Maryland. To RSVP, 
contact Monica Lyman, lyman@potomac.
org; 301.608.1188. x201.

Sunday, July 15, 3 - 4 pm 
Voices of the River: Bob Hitchcock, Songs 
of the Canal. Bob Hitchcock sings and 
plays folk music, makes recordings and 
has his own recording studio. He has sung 
with many groups in the area including at 
Great Falls Tavern where he created a song 
about the canal. To RSVP for this free event, 
contact Judy Welles at welles@potomac.org; 
301.608.1188.
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Blood Drive Planned For June 3rd
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CJCA News by Burr Gray

The next meeting of  
the CJCA will be  
May 27, 7:30 pm at 
the Clara Barton 
Community Center.

Next CJCA Meeting Agenda—1) election of 
CJCA officers; 2) status of County’s process to 
renovate Community Center.

Summary of Results of CJCA Meeting of April 
24, 2007—1) CJCA members voted to approve 
expenditure of up to $1000 between now and 
September 2007 for expenses and stipends related 
to expenses and costs involved with the upcoming 
book being prepared by Judy Welles on the history 
of Cabin John. All of the materials purchased would 
be CJCA property. The attendees discussed various 
formats for the book since certain publishers 
require that certain formats be followed. It was 
agreed to postpone any decision on the format 
until a later date in order to see how the materials 
and photos come together. (By the way, one major 
discovery to date as a result of research into the 
book is conclusive proof that the Cabin John Creek 
originally was called Captain John’s Run.) The plan 
is to have the book ready for sale and distribution 
by summer 2008 to coincide with the celebration 
of Cabin John Smith’s 1608 exploration of the 
Potomac River.

2) CJCA members worked hard to develop the 
list of “10 Things About Cabin John.” All suitable 
entries went up on the board at the same time, and 
then Herculean efforts were made to reduce the list 

to a manageable size. See the story elsewhere in 
this issue.

3) The attendees agreed to spend up to $200 to pay 
for costs of packaging and mailing the clothing and 
school supplies to Iraqi children as organized by 
Jennifer Jordan. (Well done, Jennifer.)

4) David Murphy gave a report on the status of 
obtaining new flags to be placed along MacArthur 
Blvd for Memorial Day, July 4th and other 
appropriate holidays. 

Another Excellent Cabin John Creek Cleanup— 
On April 21, the following local residents 
participated in a cleanup of our beautiful creek: 
Karen Melchar, Alysha Alloway, Caitlin Schoen, 
Phoebe Schmidt, Alex Schoen, Paola Ortega, Kyra 
McKinna, Catherine Dye, Aidan Keesing, Caitlin 
Lee, Gillian Lee, Justin Lee, Max Rothman, Kelsey 
Yoklavich, Mac Thorton and Molly Carr plus Eleni 
and Andre, Cole Moore, Joe DuPont, Tim Shank, 
Robin Mee, Meredith McGuire, Julia Rogers, Pete 
& Chris Couste, Mark Smith, Tammzin Smith, 
the Illarionov family (Sophia, Kolya, and Theo), 
Alexandra Vacroux, the Ward family (Nadja, Billy 
& Michael), Robbie Lloyd, Jessica Burke, Don 
Mehlman, and Burr Gray. Most headed down to the 
Creek immediately to get on with the hunt while 
the Thorntons headed off to the middle of the Creek 

in search of the fabled trash motherload. 
That same day, the Friends of the Cabin 
John Creek Watershed also had a group 
working the section along River Road, 
headed up by Jim Finucane of Carderock, 
and a group of Brownies between River 
Road and Bradley Blvd organized by John 
Hall. There was also a group even further 
upstream by Tuckerman Lane. Weather 
was beautiful. So it was a good day, except 
for one thing. One of our Cabin John adult 
volunteers was pulling on a piece of trash 
that suddenly came loose, causing him 
to put his hand out behind himself at an 
awkward angle. Yup, broken wrist. 
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10 THINGS
cont. from page 1

So on with the list, which by the way is not 
organized in any particular order:
1) The garden of bowling balls in the backyard of 

Bob Epstein & Rosaline Chow.

2) The house of M.R. Bugs at Christmas time.
3) The Martins’ fiberglass bull.
4) There are no Starbucks here.
5) The “marble steps” in the woods high above the 

Cabin John Creek leading towards the Creek. 
(The neighbors who built it let kids decorate 
the cement with marbles, bricks, horseshoes, 
and other mementos.)

6) The wildest river in an urban area is our back 
yard.

7) There are no stop lights (we don’t count the 
Cabin John Bridge since you are really just 
about out of CJ at that point).

8) We have houses in the area made of such 
unusual materials as foam and dirt.

9) You can leave the chair in your house and be in 
your seat at the Kennedy Center in 30 minutes.

10) If you go via the towpath, you can get to the 
White House without hitting a stoplight.

11) There is no secret community handshake 
(although the CJ sticker is worrisome).

12) In CJ, people break into your house to leave 
stuff.

13) The annual community summer canoe regatta.

14) The sign above the Captain’s 
Market.

15) Fact that a list of “10 Things About 
CJ” is actually 15 items long.

So, there you have it. Next contest will 
be a list of “10 Things Not About Cabin 
John.” Extremely zen-like. Winners will 
be notified shortly and given their gift 
certificate.
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by Andrew E. RiceLooking Back in Cabin John

Our Good Neighbor — Glen Echo
Even though we are separated by the Cabin John 
Creek valley, Glen Echo is Cabin John’s closest 
neighbor. Physically linked by the Union Arch 
bridge, the two communities have been linked in 
other ways over many years. We Cabin Johners 
should know more about our friendly neighbor 
across the bridge. This column (and next month’s 
too) will therefore give a glimpse of Glen Echo’s 
interesting history.

I must begin by saying that I am totally indebted 
to Carlotta Anderson for the information I give 
below. Without her wonderful book, Glen Echo: 
The Remarkable  Saga of a Very Small Town, this 
column could not have been written.

Like Cabin John, Glen Echo’s early settlers 
were largely farmers. With the building of 
the C & O Canal (begun in 1828), and even 
more with the construction of the underground 

Washington Aqueduct (begun in 1853) 
and the Conduit Road  (now MacArthur 
Boulevard) that lay above it, followed 
by the Union Arch, the area became 
increasingly accessible. As a named 
community, Glen Echo’s history really 
began in 1888 when the twin brothers, 
Edward and Edwin Baltzley, bought 
516 acres that included not only today’s 
Glen Echo south of Conduit Road but 
also the areas north of the road where 
developments such as  Glen Echo 
Heights, Mohican Hills, and Bannockburn 
now stand.

The Baltzleys’ plan was to develop their 
land as a superior Washington residential 
suburb and summer resort. They 
promoted the area vigorously, and land 
sales boomed. Soon they came up with 
the idea of establishing a Chautauqua, 
then very popular in the United States, 
and in 1891 the Glen Echo Chautauqua 
(today’s Glen Echo Park) opened its doors 
for a summer of educational, cultural 
and recreational activities. To give added 
luster to their development, the Baltzleys 
promised Clara Barton, founder of the 
American Red Cross, that they would 

build—and they did build—a structure in Glen 
Echo for Red Cross headquarters.

But calamity struck almost immediately. The death 
of one of the Chautauqua’s leaders in the fall of 
1891 led to a widely circulated report that he had 
been felled by malaria (apparently it was actually 
pneumonia). Glen Echo’s name became tainted by 
the belief that it was a malaria breeding ground; so 
widespread was this conviction that the Chautauqua 
failed to open in 1892, and the sale of lots came to 
a standstill.

By now, however, there was a considerable 
settlement south of Conduit Road and a sense of 
community was emerging. Led by 22-year old 
John Garrett, the town sought political recognition  
by the Maryland General Assembly and on 
April 8, 1904, it was officially incorporated as a 
municipality with its own town government (a 
status that Cabin John does not have).

Glen Echo’s reputation in its early days as a town 
was not always favorable, particularly when it 
initiated a new way of raising money for the town 
coffers. The Town Marshal was stationed on 
Conduit Road to arrest all automobilists who did 
not have both front and back license plates on their 
vehicle. He also enforced the speed limit which 
at one point the town set at six miles per hour. 
Fines—of $20 or $25—were immediately assessed. 
When the Italian Ambassador’s car was stopped, he 
took it up with the State Department and Glen Echo 
became notorious internationally.

Glen Echo was in the news again a few years later 
when a water shortage faced the town. The then 
mayor tried to get Glen Echo Park (the amusement 
park that occupied the old Chautauqua grounds) to 
close on Sundays, in accordance with Maryland’s 
“Blue Laws”, in order to save water. The park 
refused and Mayor Witkowski, armed with a brass 
key and a revolver, himself pulled the plug that 
turned off the water. Violence ensued, as well as 
legal action on all sides, and the local newspapers, 
dubbing it the “Glen Echo War,” ran almost daily 
reports on the controversy for two months.

(That’s not the end of the Glen Echo story. There’ll 
be more next month.)
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CARDEROCK SPRINGS SWIM AND TENNIS CLUB HAS  
A LIMITED NUMBER OF MEMBERSHIP OPENINGS FOR THE 2007 SEASON.

MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES USE OF POOLS, TENNIS COURTS, BASKETBALL COURTS AND 
THE ABILITY TO RENT THE CLUB HOUSE FOR SOCIAL ACTIVITIES / PARTIES.

MEMBERS’ CHILDREN ARE ELIGIBLE  
TO BE PARTICIPANTS OF SWIM/DIVE, PRETEAM AND TENNIS TEAMS.

MEMBERS MAY ALSO USE THE GAS GRILLS IN THE PICNIC AREA  
AT ANY TIME DURING OPEN HOURS.

IF INTERESTED PLEASE CONTACT OUR MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR, MERIS SPARROW 
301.767.9473 OR VIA E-MAIL pmsparrow@aol.com.

For more than 2 decades Barbara Abeillé has been successfully helping thousands of clients buy and sell their homes. Let her and her team
show you how to put the accent on your success! The Real Estate Market is constantly changing, make sure you’re represented by a team that
knows it best and has a vested interest in you, your family and the neighborhood you live in. Work with a team that not only knows your
neighborhood but lives there too!

& Associates
Barbara Abeillé,
Pamela Schaeffer

& Amy Mermelstein

Your Cabin John
Neighborhood Realtors

Abeillé & Associates
Serving Cabin John and the entire DC Metropolitan area.

Call us today for all your Real Estate needs.
301-996-6477

www.abeillehomes.com
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GUIDA
cont. from page 5

Some people live to work. Others work to live, 
and Tony happily resides in the latter category. His 
claim to “do only what’s absolutely necessary” 
belies the passion and dedication he invests in 
the subjects that grab his interest. He took early 
retirement 10 years ago and, while he often consults 
in contracts, management and negotiation, he 
now has plenty of time to devote to pastimes that 
he had engaged in for decades. Which brings us 
back to acting. That first part in Dragon Song at 
Adventure Theater was a non-speaking role, but 
through his involvement in the production, he 
discovered the complexity of putting on a play, 
the interconnectivity of its many pieces, and the 
interesting people who are drawn to acting. And 
then he sniffed the heady aroma of the applause 
after the first performance. “It was a defining 
moment,” he says. 

That first show involved an elaborate, 12-foot-long 
sock puppet and 10 or so marionettes, all operated 
from a catwalk above the stage. Tony figured 
out a way to make the process work and get the 
puppet strings operating smoothly, becoming a 
stagehand and stage manager in the process. He 
performed in five or six shows a year, eventually 
graduating to speaking parts. He took acting 
lessons, he rehearsed, and he improved. Then he 
became part of the cast of the Renaissance Festival 
for 20 years, a summertime entertainment fair 
in Maryland, re-creating a 16th century English 
village involving period music, food, magicians, 
jousting matches, art, crafts and an assortment 
of  costumed characters (think Williamsburg 
with knights and wenches). Tony transformed 
himself into the Falstaffian and lecherous Cardinal 
Sinnius Vice (motto:  Go and Sin Some More), 
who ambles about, telling jokes or stories, flirting 
with the women, passing out indulgences for any 
and all of the seven deadly sins, and officiating 
at weddings. He applied for and received, from 

the Universal Life Church, a license—recognized 
in a number of states, including Maryland—to 
marry people, which he continues to do (usually in 
costume) when his fans request it.

If there is anything that trumps Tony’s love of 
acting it’s wine. Nearly 30 years ago, his Cabin 
John neighbor, Angela Coppola, introduced him 
to the Washington Wine and Cheese Seminar, 
where he immediately became a regular and, later, 
a member of its steering committee. This is a 
group of grape lovers—usually 50-80 strong—that 
gathers on Tuesday evenings, 40 weeks out of 
the year, at St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church to 
hoist glasses, share tips and learn more about the 
intoxicating subject. 

A common thread throughout Tony’s life stories 
is the attraction and commingling of new people 
(the more varied, the better) and new information, 
which begets more people and more information. 
The wine venture brought different people into his 
already large circle of friends and new knowledge 
to his already crammed mental data bank. He was 
happily hooked. He finished his basement to make 
room for a wine cellar and recently started up his 
own wine tastings on Thursday evenings.

And what’s good wine without good food?  Tony 
started cooking the way he does everything—
reading books, watching others, experimenting, 
learning from mistakes and getting better at it. 
Most nights, when Alice comes home from work, 
Tony has dinner ready. His culinary interests now 
reach beyond the kitchen. The couple recently 
became part-owners of a new restaurant, M’Dawg 
Haute Dogs in Adams-Morgan, which is drawing 
great reviews from local restaurant critics for its 
upscale hot dogs. Open until 4 a.m. on Friday and 
Saturday nights, it’s quickly become a late-night 
destination for hungry partiers. Give it a try when 
you’re in the neighborhood.
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As for their move to Cabin John, Tony says he fell 
in love with the area the first time they drove down 
the tree-lined street to the house where they have 
now lived for 28 years. He likes that the community 
has houses (and occupants) of all shapes and sizes, 
sitting side by side. They raised their two children 
here—a daughter, Michelle, who lives in Silver 
Spring and has produced Tony and Alice’s three 
grandchildren, and their son, Tony, who lives with 
his wife in Denver. Watch Tony with his grandkids 
and you see a man who has never lost touch with 
his inner child. 

Last, but not least, there’s Tony’s annual Pig 
Roast (the next one will be his 27th ), which again 
combines Tony’s greatest loves—food,  wine and 
people (at last count, 600 or so). His gnawing fear 
is that the remaining 47 people in Cabin John who 
aren’t already attendees will come to the next one, 
and the ground will give way. 

So you see, at any given moment, it’s a good 
bet that Tony Guida, his family and friends are 
somewhere popping corks, eating well-prepared 
food, putting on a show, telling stories and having a 
ball. Life, as Tony lives it, really is a feast. And that 
deserves a round of applause. 

Local Residents Gather and Ship
Care Packages for Iraqi Children

by Jennifer Jordan

Many thanks to the Cabin John residents who generously donated to 
the toy drive for Iraqi children that I coordinated for our area. Ten large 
boxes of toys, stuffed animals, school supplies, children’s clothing, and 
blankets were packaged and mailed to Iraq on April 23rd with the help 
of Cabin John residents Renee Kotz, Michaela Palumbo, Nancy and 
Isabelle Russell, Lisan Martin, Mac Thornton, and Skip and Ian Brown. 
Much gratitude as well for the support of Rich Habel of the UPS Store 
at 4200 Wisconsin Avenue who kindly sold the boxes at cost, and to the 
CJCA for paying the packaging and shipping costs in full.

The supplies were sent to two soldiers based in and around Baghdad. 
First Lieutenant Cara Walters has been working with her Chaplain’s 
Office to get supplies to Iraqi children orphaned or displaced during 
the war. On May 5th, Ms. Walters e-mailed to say she received the 
boxes and is handing out some of the items to an extended family she 
has befriended that live in a nearby “bombed-out shack.” Lieutenant 
Colonel Jim Barker has been in Iraq on and off for four years and 
organized the “Beanies for Baghdad” project that has expanded to 
include clothes and school supply distribution to Iraqi children. He has 
an extensive network to assist in the distribution of donated items. The 
soldiers expressed gratefulness for the donations and emphasized both 
the joy it brings to the children and the goodwill it helps to foster. As 
Ms. Walters noted, “Even stuffed animals are a luxury item here.”

Lisan Martin and Jennifer Jordan preparing one of the ten large 
boxes for Iraqi orphans that were shipped at the end of April.
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Real Estate Activity in Cabin John Apr./May 2007
Courtesy of Patricia Ammerman, cell 301-787-8989, office 301-320-8606.

ACTIVE:  List Price BR FB HB Lvl Fpl
6424 83rd Pl $720,000 3 2 0 3 2
7639 MacArthur Blvd $1,150,000 5 4 1 3  2
7501 MacArthur Blvd $1,195,000 5 3 1 3 1
6523 79th Pl $1,200,000 5 4 1 3 1
6509 Seven Locks Rd $1,200,000 4 3 0 3 1
6703 Tomlinson Ter $1,249,900 6 4 0 3 1
7711 MacArthur Blvd $1,895,000 6 5 1 3 1

UNDER CONTRACT:
8006 Spring Rd $1,050,000 5 3 2 3 1 
7406 Arden Rd $1,750,000 6 6 1 4 2 

SOLD: Listed Rented/Sold  
14 McKay Cir #0 $439,000 $405,000
6422 Wishbone Ter $695,000 $685,000 
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Neighborhood ServicesNeighborhood Services

CARPENTER, HANDYMAN. Local tradesman to do all types of 
remodeling and renovations. Handyman services also available. Small  
jobs also welcome. Call Dana in Cabin John at 301-320-4206. 

CLEAR AWAY CLUTTER & GET ORGANIZED. Call Melanie at 301-263-
9482, or visit: www.cabinjohnorganizing.com. 

GET THE STRESS OUT!! MASSAGE THERAPY. Receive a soothing 
Swedish/Deep Tissue Massage in your own home. Only $75.00/hr. Gift 
Certificates available. Call Dominique at 301-263-2783. 

MUSIC LESSONS: VIOLIN, VIOLA AND PIANO STUDIO. All ages, all 
levels. Ensemble workshops. Vera Dolezal. 301-229-5685.

CHILD CARE. Licensed Family Day Care. 18 yrs. experience, references. Call 
Siew at 301-320-4280. 

Episcopal Church of the Redeemer’s 34th Annual 
Strawberry Festival To Be Held June 9th

The Episcopal Church of the Redeemer is delighted to announce 
its 34th Annual Strawberry Festival to be held on Saturday, June 
9th, 11 am to 3 pm. The famous Redeemer Silent Auction features 
many unique items & services: personal tea parties, exotic catering, 
romantic holiday homes in idyllic locations, guided tours of Virginia 
towns rich in historic art, the fossil-laden shores of southern 
Maryland and much more. Highlights this year include front row 
seats for concerts dedicating the church’s new 2 manual, 28 rank 
pipe organ, built by the Di Gennaro-Hart Organ Company. These 
concerts include two September performances by international 
concert organist Dr. John Walker and a January concert by Dr. Martin 
Neary, former Master of the Music at Westminster Abbey, London.

All are welcome to come and enjoy this beloved community event 
that features freshly picked strawberries, shortcakes & sundaes, 
children’s games & moon bounce, books & collectibles, gently used 
clothing boutique, and lunch from the grill. Talented local singers 
who attend Walt Whitman High School—some of whom regularly 
sing complex, classical church music in Redeemer’s choir—will 
provide live music, and a local musician and parishioner will 
perform as DJ. Redeemer’s Strawberry Festival is renowned by long-
time locals as one of the best venues for collecting unusual artifacts.

All neighbors and visitors are welcome. Wheelchair access is 
available from Dunrobbin Drive entry. For further information, 
please contact Ms. Kathleen Kotcher, Administrative Assistant, 
(301) 229- 3770, e-mail: office.redeemer@verizon.net. For further 
information about Redeemer’s music program, including the 
new pipe organ, please contact Thomas P. Smith, Director of 
Music, e-mail: music.redeemer@verizon.net. The church is near 
the intersection of MacArthur Bvd. & Goldsboro Rd., just across 
MacArthur Bvd. from the entrance to historic Glen Echo Park & 
Clara Barton House.

Speakers & Entertainers Needed
 

Are you, or do you know of, a Cabin John resident 
who has an interesting hobby or career? Do you 
have a friend or coworker who does? Have you 
traveled to distant lands and taken photos to prove 
it? Know someone who has? Are you a scientist 
who delights in sharing your love of nature with 
your community? The Friends of the Clara Barton 
Community Center is looking for speakers who 
would like to share their knowledge and experiences 
with their neighbors. The Center is also looking for 
local talent to add lively entertainment to the many 
events they sponsor throughout the year. If you are 
a musician, a disc jockey, a magician, a puppeteer, a 
member of a singing group, etc., and would like to 
donate your talent to entertain your neighbors, they 
have a ready audience for you. You, your friend 
or your coworker are welcome to enlighten us all. 
Get in touch with the Center at modestine.snead@
montgomerycountymd.gov.
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HANDYMAN: Living right here in your 
neighborhood. 17 years experience. Electrical, 
Carpentry, Sheetrock, Tiling, Painting, Roofs, 
Gutters, Decks, Power Washing, Plumbing, 
Bathroom & Kitchen Renovations. Big and small 
jobs welcome. Hemy 301-229-1450.

HOUSECLEANING. I recommend a very 
reliable, competent woman for daily cleaning. Call 
Iva at 301-528-2298 or for a reference, Janet at 
301-229-7394.

HOUSESITTER. Former Cabin John resident 
looking to do some house-sitting for all or part 
of summer. Will be working and teaching in the 
area. Mature, responsible, female non-smoker with 
gentle dog. Please call 703-772-2277.    
 
WATERCOLOR CLASSES. Small, friendly 
classes for adults. Held in teacher’s Victorian 
home in Garrett Park. Martha Seigel, MFA, The 
American University, 26 years experience.  
Call 301-946-5388.

CYCLISTS: If anyone is interested in 
biking down from Cumberland on the 
C&O towpath, please call Reed Martin 
at 301-229-3482. Free advice if you 
have not done it before, and maybe a 
few of us could ride down sometime in 
the next month or two.

To place an ad in the Village News 
classifieds, send us your ad and payment 
of $0.25 per word by the deadline. If you 
have questions, call Lorraine Minor at 
301-229-3515.


