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by Burr Gray

Once again, the Friends of the Clara Barton 
Community Center, in conjunction with the 
Montgomery County Department of Recreation, 
will create a scary experience on Halloween at the 
5th Annual Haunted House on October 30 (4–6 pm) 
at the Clara Barton Community Center. Although 
all ages are welcome, children up to age 12 will 
probably find it most rewarding. Please accompany 
the young ones. No charge for entry. Refreshments 

Crab Feast Nets Cash/Memories for Community
by Tina Rouse

The 42nd Annual Crab Feast was a welcome outlet 
for soggy Cabin Johners with cabin fever. It was 
a hot and sunny day and neighbors turned out in 
droves. We served 506 meals—not quite as many 
as last year’s record breaker, but a more respectable 
second place, especially when it looked we might 
get rained out. And all the food and fun was 
product of a large team hard-working and congenial 
volunteers! Thanks go out to those made it the 
smoothest event yet:

• Burr Gray, Mark Murray, and Danny Saling for 
reaching new heights hanging and taking down 
the banner.

• Clare Amoruso and her team of neighborhood 
ticket sellers: Connie Bergfors, Diana Carter, 

Daphne Clones, Angela 
Coppola, Deborah 
Duffy, Linda Green, 
Rick Hatch, Jean Hay, 
Larry Heflin, Jim 
Heller, Delia Jennings, 
Dominique Maggio, 
Maris Miles, Lorraine 
Minor, Melanie Patt-
Corner, Susan Roberts, 
Julia Rogers, Tim 
Shank, Kathy Siefken, 
Gloria Slayton, Jan 
Smith, Oona Stieglitz, 
Judy Welles, Bob 
Wilkoff, and Maureen 
Willoughby. 

Haunted House to Provide Fun Chills and Thrills

• Ruth Rabner for getting the word out about the 
Crab Feast.

• Lisa Landsman for arranging all of the 
equipment rental.

• Meeters, greeters, and sellers Clare Amoruso, 
Phil Amoruso, Jim Heller, Ann Lucy, Judy 
Lund, Pam Schaeffer, Tim Shank, Stephanie 
Smart, and Judy Welles, for helping with the 
Cabin John memorabilia sales.

• Mark Leatherman and the people who helped 
with picking up, setting up, and returning the 
tables and chairs: Steve Cash, Rick Duffy, and 
Trevor Voglmayr.

(including pizza) will be served, and small gift 
items will be handed out to kids. For adults, we 
will have a small, separate section that will feature 
frightening things! Hope you will visit and be very 
frightened. If you want to help with the Haunted 
House, either with set-up (and we can always use 
help with setup) or as a costumed host, please 
contact Burr Gray at 703-607-2740 or burrgray@
aol.com. 

Vincent DeSomma on the crabfeast’s moonbounce
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25 ......................................CJCA Meeting
 Clara Barton Center 
 7:30 pm (see p. 10)

30 ....................................Haunted House
 Clara Barton Center 
 4 - 6 pm (see p. 1)

6 ................................Pistons & Pancakes
 Clara Barton Center 
 9 - 11 am (see p. 12)

6 ...........................................History Walk
 Clara Barton Center 
 2 - 3:30 pm (see p. 5)

Community
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Neighborly News by Barbara Martin

This month Neighborly News asked some Cabin Johners about 
their favorite place to eat—within 15 or 20 minutes of our town. 
Of the dozen people responding, there were no duplicates. I 
guess that means we are a group of eclectic diners.

Starting close to home, Pam Zilly and Peter Vogt picked 
the Captain’s Market for “great cheeseburgers and steak 
and cheese sandwiches.” The market is on MacArthur at the 
intersection of Tomlinson.

Tina Rouse, Mark Murray, and son Kalev are fans of My Sushi 
in MacArthur Plaza. “Sushi is basically raw fish and rice. But they 
also have non-seafood items. Kalev can really pack it away.”

Robert Patch picks the Irish Inn at Glen Echo. “Fine food and 
fine music.”

Ted and Cathy Orme like Praline Bakery and Restaurant at 
Little Falls Mall. “The menu is continental, mostly French.”

The Lewis family—Heidi, Scott, and their three kids—favor 
Chipotle at Old Georgetown and Democracy Boulevard in 
Bethesda, for the Mexican fare.

Bruce and Barbara Wilmarth also like Mexican food. Their 
favorite restaurant is Rio Grande on Bethesda Avenue.

The Japanese restaurant Raku on Woodmont Avenue in 
Bethesda is the choice of Karen Melchar and Benno Schmidt.

Larry Sauer and Amy Knapp drive east on MacArthur to 
Palisades to eat at Black Salt, where the specialty is seafood.

Judy and Tom Lund recommend the cheeseburgers at Hunters 
Inn in Potomac.

Donna Zeigfinger and Jeffrey Kirk pick The Vegetable 
Garden in Rockville on the Pike as their favorite. And it is all 
vegetarian.

Bob and Martha Wilkoff also go to Rockville for their choice. 
It’s the Bombay Bistro on West Montgomery Avenue, where the 
menu is Indian.

In other local news, Jake Ross, son of Alyson and Bennett 
Ross, graduated from Whitman and is now at Cornell University 
where he will be on the rowing crew. Jake was named to the 
Washington Post Spring All-Met Rowing team, and won two 
medals at the Mid-Atlantic Erg Sprints, a competition among the 
area’s top rowers. The Rosses live on Tomlinson Avenue.

And here’s an item from the Poolesville Monocacy Monacle 
recalling blasts from the past. On October 10, 1936, Horace M. 
Davis, who was then the oldest living graduate of the University 
of Maryland, died at age 85. He attended when the school 
was known as the Maryland Agricultural College and the only 
sports competitions were corn husking and plowing. Mr. Davis 
graduated in 1874. Writer’s note: My cousin was married to a 
man from Takoma Park who remembered when the institution 
had a more descriptive nickname. The college president was a 
Mr. H.C. Byrd, brother of the Antarctic explorer. Mr. Byrd, who 
was quite bald, was affectionately known as Curley. And so the 
school—then still strongly slanted toward agriculture—was 
called “Curley’s Cow and Chicken College.”

Please send along any other news of your family or 
your neighbors to Barbara Martin, 301-229-3482, or 
bbeckmartin@verizon.net
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by Tim Weedlun

Landell’s Barbershop has taken over the spot once 
occupied by Sharon’s Bouquet florist at 7607-B 
MacArthur Boulevard in the same complex as 
Captain’s Market, next to Cabin John Valet. Owner 
Landell Hernandez opened his establishment a 
couple of months ago after moving from his former 
location in the Cabin John Shopping Mall in 
Potomac, MD.

With the next closest barbershop about 5 miles 
away, Cabin John, Glen Echo and Potomac men 
no longer have to travel very far for their grooming 
needs. Landell and his staff offer hair cuts for $16 
and a hot shave for $14. Other services include beard 
trimming, scalp treatments and facials. Landell also 
hopes to offer a shoe shine as part of his services in 
the near future. 

For $25, the barbershop also offers a mobile 
grooming service for customers who have difficulty 
coming into the shop and would like to get haircuts 
at their home or at hospitals.

Barbershop hours are 9 am to 7 pm Mondays 
through Saturdays and 9 am to 5 pm on Sundays. 
With a day’s advance notice, Landell says that he can 
also make special arrangement appointments at the 
shop for men who need to get a haircut at an earlier 
time before normal business hours.

To make an appointment, call 240-481-5399 or visit 
the website at www.landellh.com.

Cabin John’s New Barbershop on MacArthur Boulevard

Could You Use A Little Help?
Neighbor 2 Neighbor is ready to assist with:

• Rides to medical appointments or 
grocery shopping

• Small household repairs
• Referrals for large projects

Call N2N Coordinator Judy Lund at  
301-263-2975

The entrance to Landell’s Barbershop
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by Judy WellesThen and Now

The Aqueduct
by Judy Welles

Most of us know that MacArthur Boulevard covers 
the Washington Aqueduct, from Great Falls into 
Washington, D.C., and that is the reason the road 
was originally named “Conduit Road.” Actually, 
the road was never meant for traffic, but rather was 
a cover for the aqueduct, a surface intended for use 
only by maintenance wagons. But farmers in the 
rural area quickly saw the hard surface as the best 
way to take their produce into Washington. They 
could move their farm wagons along a route that 
was superior to the dirt River Road that became 
muddy after rain and nearly impassible after snow. 

Construction on the aqueduct began in 1853 and 
the aqueduct still supplies public water from the 
Potomac River at Great Falls for the nation’s 
capital and parts of nearby Northern Virginia. The 
nine-foot-in-diameter aqueduct pipes are held and 
encased by the Cabin John Bridge.

While the aqueduct system courses through Cabin 
John, the community receives not a drop of water 
from it. Like the rest of Montgomery County, 
Cabin John receives its water from a separate 
system, operated by Washington Suburban Sanitary 
Commission, that starts from the Potomac River 
above Great Falls. A WSSC water tower in Cabin 
John was built in 1946 and holds 500,000 gallons 
of water. 

A second aqueduct was added to the Washington 
Aqueduct system in 1926 to increase the water 
supply. An additional ten-foot diameter conduit 
was constructed along Conduit Road. During 
construction, majestic cedar trees that lined the road 
from the bridge were cut down, destroying one of 
the beautiful features of the landscape at the time, 
much to the dismay of residents 

The Army Corps of Engineers raised Conduit 
Road about six feet to hold the additional pipe, 
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leaving many front yards and homes in Cabin 
John, and also in northwest Washington, below 
the level of the road. The second conduit runs into 
the Cabin John gorge and the two aqueducts are 
interconnected in several places to permit repairs 
without cutting water service. 

In addition to two conduits, Cabin John also has 
two of the six bridges of the Washington Aqueduct. 
The other aqueduct bridge, Bridge #3, is located 
on the east of Persimmon Tree Road, part of a 
walking/biking path. Because Bridge #3 lies 
parallel to MacArthur Blvd/Conduit Road, some 
might wonder how the aqueduct reaches the bridge. 
Does the conduit take a 90 degree left turn from 
MacArthur (coming from Great Falls)? Or could 
it possibly go through the hill that abuts that start 
of the bridge? In fact, the aqueduct goes through 
the hill, angling slightly from MacArthur Blvd 
near Eggert Road. There on MacArthur Blvd., in 
a circle, are some of the controls for the aqueduct 
water flow. 

In March, 2003, several Cabin John residents took 
the opportunity offered by the Corps of Engineers 
to see inside of the conduit that runs through the 
Cabin John Bridge. Among the group were Burr 
Gray, Larry Heflin, Barbara and Reed Martin, 
Gerry Quinn, Gary Barnhard, and Scott Lewis. 
Patty Gamby was the Army Corps tour guide. They 
entered the conduit through a manhole at the circle 
in Glen Echo, walked from there to the Union Arch 
(Cabin John) Bridge, continuing through the bridge 
to the other side and returning to Glen Echo where 
they began. 

Burr Gray remembers how cold the water was 
inside the conduit. “Even though the Corps had 
drained the conduit for our walk, there was still a 
few inches of water and deeper in some places. By 
the time I emerged from the conduit at the end of 
the hike, the cold had traveled through the waders 
that the Corps had given me and my feet were 
numb,” he recalled.

Ger Quinn remarked on the acoustic effects of the 
conduit, thundering booms and echoes, as cars and 
bicycles crossed overhead. He, too, was impressed 
to find the inscription of the name Montgomery 
Meigs and also noted the absence of snakes. He 
provided a remembrance with more details which 
can be found on p. 6. 

Larry, a geotechnical engineer who has specialized 
in tunnels, remembers being surprised that he 
could stand tall and straight inside the conduit at 

Cabin John History Walk 
On Sunday, November 6, 2 - 3:30 pm, I will lead a history walk 
in Cabin John sponsored by the Montgomery County Historical 
Society. We will meet at the Clara Barton Community Center. 
The tour is free, but reservations are required. Contact Joanna 
Church at 301-340-2825 or jchurch@montgomeryhistory.org 
for reservations. 

—Judy Welles

his full height of 6 foot, 6 inches, even wearing 
boots. He was interested to see that the conduit was 
made of brick with some concrete and remembers 
seeing the name, Montgomery C. Meigs, Captain, 
etched in one spot inside. Meigs, who proclaimed 
he designed the Cabin John Bridge, is known for 
making sure his name appeared on every object 
he had anything do with in those days. With some 
admiration, Larry commented on the conduit, “It’s 
still a strong and serviceable tunnel.” 

All in all, with bridges and long miles of pipe, and 
even tunneling through a hill, the aqueduct remains 
today an engineering marvel. 

Pictured inside the aqueduct are Scott Lewis, Larry Heflin, Barbara Martin, Gary 
Barnhard, Burr Gray, Reed Martin, and Ger Quinn. Army Corps guide Patty 
Gamby is in the rear of the photo. 
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by Gerry Quinn

An engineer and a couple of helpers from the 
Army Corps of Engineers met us in the Glen Echo 
parking lot. She had brought an assortment of 
gear for us to wear—hard hats, boots, flashlights. 
I remember being relieved to see that we would 
not need life preservers. We walked over to the 
Glen Echo circle and descended steep galvanized 
stairs through a narrow shaft to the aqueduct. The 
stairs require a bit of care to negotiate—similar 
to those you encounter in a submarine, but upon 
reaching the bottom chamber and entering the 
tunnel any sense of claustrophobia vanishes. The 
space inside the aqueduct isn’t like any other 
I’ve seen, so I can’t describe it in terms of what 
it’s similar to. The shape and dimensions are 
disorienting. It’s round—the floor, walls, ceiling 
one continuous surface—and not small; the top 
of the chamber is well overhead and out of reach, 
so there is no impulse to crouch. It’s dark, which 

puts you on alert for things you might 
bump into, except you soon realize that 
the space is unobstructed. You can wave 
your arms and bounce from side to side 
without worry.

The air inside was wet and cool as you 
would expect, but surprisingly fresh—
without mustiness or green smell of 
any kind. There was a few inches of 
water still running, confined mainly to a 
narrow and shallow gutter in the floor.

The inner surface of the aqueduct 
was clean. It was not slimy, but bare 
and washed-looking. The footing was 
sure—never a sense of slipperiness 
even on the curving floor. There was 
a little muddy sediment, mainly in the 
gutter, and this reminded me that the 
water normally flowing here 
is pure river water, filtered but 
not sanitized.

The voices of my companions 
echoed and overlapped. 
We tended to form groups 
depending on our agility and 
became separated by about 
5 minutes by the end of the 
trip. The acoustic effect of 
this separation was disturbing, 
and the main sense of relief I 

experienced upon leaving the aqueduct was that 
sounds became normal again. There were also 
alarming booms that came echoing through the 
tube, like metallic thunder, that were caused by 
something—probably a bicycle—crossing one of 
the metal plates that cover entry points along the 
length of the aqueduct. 

Everything I saw was within the narrow and 
dim circle of a flashlight. My visual impression 
is just a series of barely connected stills where 
I found something of interest and paused. The 
most remarkable was the name, Montgomery 
Meigs, inscribed in cement over a length of (just 
a guess) 10 feet in cursive script at knee height 
on the south wall. I can’t think of a completely 
plausible explanation of who did this or when. 
All I can say is that it was there, I saw it. Also, 
there were no snakes.

The surface of the aqueduct varied. Knowing a 
little about the construction, I had expected to 
see lots of brick. I saw some brick, but the most 
prevalent material was cement parging, applied 
not systematically over distinct sections, but 
apparently when and where it was needed. There 
was no clear indication of the point where the 
aqueduct entered the Cabin John Bridge. We 
were in the bridge before most of us realized it. 
But I noticed that the surface changed markedly 
in the bridge, and I guessed that we had entered 
a section made of iron. At the access shaft 
linking the aqueduct to the west end of the 
bridge we made our turnaround and headed back 
toward Glen Echo. Upon reaching the chamber 
beneath the tomb of the unknown plumber 
where we had entered an hour earlier we 
climbed the stairs, counted heads and rejoined 
life on the surface.

Trip Through the Conduit—A Remembrance

Beginner’s Mind 
      Yoga

Drop-Ins Welcome!

          Free Introductory Class                 Level I/II Classes 

Saturday mornings  9:30-11:00 am

The Episcopal Church of the Redeemer ~ Parish Hall

6201 Dunrobbin Drive, Bethesda, MD 20816   

301.263.9644                    http://alice-despard.blogspot.com
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October Lockhouse River Center Events

Canal Stewards at the River Center at Lock 8
Sunday, October 30, 9-10:30 am 

Help the Conservancy clean up and beautify the 
land and water surrounding Lock 8, and along miles 
8 and 9 of the C&O Canal towpath. This monthly 
cleanup day is open to all ages, and is part of the 
Canal Stewards program, engaging volunteers in 
a long-term relationship in which they become the 
caretakers of a designated site within the C&O 
Canal National Historical Park. Cleanup activities 
include picking up trash, pruning vegetation along 
trails, and repairing the towpath and trails. Wear 
clothes that can get dirty—we’ll provide all the 
necessary tools and equipment.

Voices of the River:  
River Stories with Hayden Mathews
Sunday, October 30, 10:30-11:30 am 

It is easy to look out on the Potomac today and 
assume that what we see is what John Smith saw 
when he and his crew sailed up the river in June 
1608, but in fact our Potomac is very different from 
the one they encountered. In this entertaining and 
informative program, Hayden Mathews, regional 
historian, lecturer, and tour guide, will help you 
appreciate how the non-living environment (the 
land, water, atmosphere and climate) and the living, 
biological community (the flora and fauna) have 
influenced each other over time and in particular, 
the changes that have occurred since the arrival 
of humans in the Potomac Valley 15,000 years 
ago. By going back 500 Million years into deep 
geological history, this one-hour program provides 
a marvelously broad perspective from which to 
appreciate the treasures that are the Potomac River 
and the Chesapeake Bay watershed and to evaluate 
the choices we can make regarding their future.

Outdoor Safety 101: Baby, It’s Cold Outside!
Sunday, October 30, 12-2 pm 

Potomac Conservancy and The Center for 
Wilderness Safety invite all outdoor enthusiasts 
to join them for a FREE outdoor safety seminar. 
Receive practical information and get hands-on 
experience to better prepare for the unexpected 
problems that can arise in the great outdoors. Topics 
will include treating cold weather injuries and 
creating a wilderness first aid kit. Please bring your 
own first aid kits with you.

 

PLEASE JOIN US! 
Personal Training – Pilates – Group Exercise 

Classes – Spinning – Fitness Center 
…and so much more! 

 

 

PRESENT THIS PASS FOR A FREE CLASS OR  
WORK OUT! 

7687 MacArthur Blvd ▪ Cabin John ▪ MD ▪ 20818 
301.229.0080 phone 
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 ■  SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE 
 

Holy Eucharist                                                                8:00 a.m. 
Adult Education Forum                                                     9:15 a.m. 
Nursery Care                                                                     10:15 a.m. 
Choral Eucharist                                                               10:30 a.m. 
Church School                                                   10:30 a.m. 

 

■  UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Sunday, November 6, 5:00 p.m. 
Choral Evensong for the Sunday after All Saints’ Day 
 

Sunday, November 20, 5:00 p.m. 
Peabody Conservatory Organists in Concert 
 

Sunday, December 4, 5:00 p.m. 
A Service of Lessons & Carols for Advent 

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE REDEEMER 
 

6201 Dunrobbin Drive ▪ Bethesda, MD 20816 
301.229.3770 ▪ office.redeemer@verizon.net  

www.redeemerbethesda.org 

November 2011 at  

Redeemer 
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• For getting the tables ready for crab cracking: 
Gabrielle Herderschee-Hunter, Shirley Gaither, 
Julia March, Reed Martin, Danny Mermelstein, 
Jamie Pierce, and Jackie Shipp.

• Robin Gurley and Jennifer Jordan for ordering 
all the veggies needed, and their sous chefs 
Missy Bell, Christopher Brown, Ian Brown, 
Julia Curran, Anna Curran, Bernice Dove, Amy 
Knapp, Heidi Lewis, Daisy Lewis, Marlene 
McConnell, Sheila Rose Patton, Mary Patton, 
Julia Rogers, Phoebe Schmidt, Val Shea, Arek 
Simpson, and Mickie Simpson,

• Nicki Wright and her kitchen crew, for stirring 
in a little bit of love in every pot: Kathleen 
Black, Bernice Dove, Shirley Gaither, Linda 
Green, Susan Shipp, and Mary K. Young.

• Richard Hopkins and his amazing spice rub for 
turning out fabulous chicken, with the help of: 
Jeffrey Haeni, Larry Heflin, Chris Hessman, 
Gabrielle Hessman, Larry Massett, Dennis 
Pillsbury, David Schreiber, Farhad Shirzad, 
and Susanne Shirzad. Thanks also to Richard 
for donating his spice rub for sale to benefit the 
Cabin John Citizens Association.

• Crab-whisperer Pete Cousté and his crab-
cooking crew: Paul Cousté, Chris Cousté, Bill 
Jobst, and Lara Rice.

• Susan Shipp and her servers for getting 
the food on the plates: B. M. Avery, Susan 
Gelb, Lisa Landsman, Karen Melchar, Amy 
Mermelstein, Leslie Meyers, Amy Elsbree, 
Constance Bergfors, Clive Harris, Helen 
Harris, Jeff Rothman, Barbara Wilmarth, Clare 
Amoruso, Stephanie Smart, Linda Green, Larry 
West, Lynn Hopkins, and Mary K. Young.

• Trudi Bick for wetting our whistle, with the 
help of: Rita Gerharz, Florence Lehr, Lori 
Rieckelman, and Joel Ann Todd.

• Dave Murphy and his lemon squeezers 
extraordinaire: Cristina Dalton, Barbara 
Martin, Reed Martin, Mariah Murphy, and 
Carson Taylor.

• The rocking beat of Dale and the ZDubs 
(DaleandtheZDubs.com).

• The artistic eye of photographers Rick Hatch 
and Ritch Kepler.

• Everyone who gave us happy and exhausted 
kids at the end of the day: Rick Duffy, Deb 
Duffy, Lisan Martin, and Heidi Lewis with 
the help of Anna Cash, Harry Cash, Abigail 
daSilva, Caroline Duffy, Bella Salmon, Jamie 
McMorran, Maggie Duffy, Hailey LaRoe, 
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Scott Swanson displays a heaping plate of goodies

CRABFEAST
cont. from page 1
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Crab Feast 2011 Financial Report
 Income Expenses
TICKETS

Advanced Sales 3779.00 
Door Sales 3509.00 

FOOD/DRINKS
Crabs  1120.00
Chicken  516.10
Chicken Rub Spices Sales 30.00
Van rental for Chicken  92.04
Vegetables  281.05
Beer/Wine 947.00 281.96
Lemonade 789.00
Groceries, Paper Products, Misc.  730.65
Leftover Food 95.00

ENTERTAINMENT
Moon Bounce  858.10
Kids’ Games  
Band  100.00

EQUIPMENT RENTAL  590.90
PERMITS/LICENSES

Field Permit  20.00
Food License  30.00
Beer/Wine License  30.00

MISCELLANEOUS
Printing Tickets  57.24
Snacks for Vegetable Prep Crew  30.59
Storage Boxes for Supplies  88.98
Tip for janitor  50.00
Tips for truck drivers  120.00
Tips for Moon Bounce  20.00
Purchase new burner  119.34
Fill Propane Burner  19.97
Duplicating Advanced Sales Flyers  14.44
Ice  255.00
Charcoal, etc.  386.08
Cleanup  51.33
Gift for Bernice Dove  62.06

CABIN JOHN MEMORABILIA
Cabin John History Books 30.00
CJ Stickers 9.00
T-Shirts 70.00
Postcards 3.00

DUES 270.00

TOTALS $9,531.00 $5,925.83 

NET PROCEEDS   $3,605.17 

Daisy Lewis, Riley Lewis, Allie Meyers, Mimi 
Breves, Ola Simpson, and Nadia Crossman.

• For keeping the Crab Feast neat and tidy: Jim 
Crutchfield, Ann and Chuck Cochran, Lori 
Powell, and Eva Stolwein.

• And for pitching in at the end of a long day and 
helping pack, clean, count, and schlepp: Susan 
Roberts, Scott Lewis and his Boy Scouts, Janet 
Dence, Elaine Hornauer, Julia Rogers, Tim 
Shank, Oona Stieglitz, Carrie Stokes, Mark 
Murray, and Debbi Goddeau.

We’d also like to thank: 
• The St. George Coptic Orthodox Church for 

lending us the tables and chairs.
• The Bethesda Co-op for providing the produce 

for the Crab Feast.
• John Hughes and Hughes Landscaping for 

lending us strong backs and a big truck.
• Dawn Page, Helen Davis, and the parents of 

Cabin John/Brookmont Children’s Program, for 
maintaining the collective sugar buzz. 

And to anyone whose name was inadvertently 
misspelled or left off the list – heartfelt apologies, 
and please know your contribution was nonetheless 
noted and appreciated.
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CJCA News by Burr Gray

The next meeting of  
the CJCA will be  
Oct. 25, 7:30 pm at 
the Clara Barton 
Community Center.

Next CJCA Meeting Agenda—1) Solar Energy 
World (www.solarEworld.com), employer of CJ 
resident Frances Mitchell, has been invited to 
discuss the financial and environmental benefits 
of solar energy – monthly energy savings, federal 
tax credits and state grants, and how financing can 
actually put money back in your pocket from day 
one. Solar energy technology has advanced and 
everyone should be considering whether now is the 
time to get some help from Mr. Sun and lower not 
only your carbon footprint but your utility costs. 
Home-owners who install solar panels are lowering 
their utility bills by 25%, 40%, even up to 100%, 
and are taking full advantage of federal, state and 
local tax incentives. Homeowners are even selling 
energy credits back to the utility companies. (We 
notice that the Sycamore Store on MacArthur Blvd 
down near Mohican Hills has put solar on their 
roof.) We hope there are folks out there who are 
ready to consider the solar option.

Minutes from Sept 27, 2011 CJCA Meeting—1) 
Crab Feast Preliminary Results – CJCA Treasurer 
Clare Amoruso reported on the results of the Crab 
Feast. You can see the specifics on the spreadsheet 
on p. 9, but we did have a good turnout and a 
healthy financial return. There were 506 people 
served, compared to 562 in 2010, 477 in 2009, and 
414 in 2008 during the hurricane (arguably CJCA’s 
finest hour). CJCA recognized the incredible efforts 
of Tina Rouse in being the Crab Feast Coordinator 
for the 6th year in a row. Hurray for Tina (and of 

course, her husband, Mark who gets pulled into the 
fray) and all of our other numerous and heroic Crab 
Feast volunteers.

2) Repair of Bridge Path Down to the Canal—Two 
Bannockburn residents (Jim Mahaffie and Jim 
Buchanan) are organizing an effort to repair the 
path that goes down to the canal from the Glen 
Echo side of the Cabin John (one-lane) bridge. 
Costs of lumber will be approx. $800. They plan 
to do the work on Oct 22 and need volunteers to 
assist. (Contact Jim Mahaffie at jmahaffie@mac.
com if you are willing.) A motion was approved 
to donate $200 to the effort, provided it is clear 
that the project has approval from the necessary 
government agencies. The Park Service has 
expressed their support. Speaking of the Canal, the 
Park Service now has the money to fix the breach 
in the canal at Old Anglers (see Larry Heflin’s 
paragraph next page) which will take about one 
year to complete. Look for a major announcement 
soon.

3) Projects for CJCA to Do/Consider for the Year. 
The following items were proposed during the 
discussion of what CJCA should focus on in the 
next year: A) lower the speed of drivers as they 
come into Cabin John from the west (a “stop” 
sign at the Persimmon Tree Rd intersection, a 
crosswalk from 79th St to the Shopping Center are 
possibilities – CJ will discuss with the County; B) 
remove the “no parking” signs on the stretch of 

Riverside Drive just before the underpass 
under Clara Barton, and replace the stop 
sign there with something that makes 
more sense like, “Slow down, pedestrians 
in tunnel.” And perhaps there should be 
a sign that tells pedestrians to stay on 
the sidewalk; maybe mirrors could be 
helpful. C) People are dumping trash in 
the old quarry that is in the middle of CJ, 
located southwest of the end of Cypress 
Grove Lane that is now called Carderock 
Park. CJCA will raise the profile of the 
location by organizing a hike to the Park 
plus consider raising with the County 
the possibility of a hiking trail there. D) 
Website and CJ Listserve – there was a 
discussion of improving the CJCA website 
and finally creating a listserve (first 
proposed two years ago) for more informal 
announcements within the CJ community. 
CJCA is working with Ghina Siddiqui, who 
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Recognize This Familiar Cabin John Sight?

Local artist Jack Mandel has sketched another 
Cabin John landmark many of us pass daily. Can 
you guess what it is? The answer is on p. 15.

is the moderator of the CJ Yahoo group, to have 
that listserve serve that purpose. Regarding the 
CJCA website, a motion was passed to see if there 
is a volunteer within CJ who could improve the 
website, but if not, $1000 has been allocated for the 
project. E) creation of a care package (to include a 
CJ directory and the CJ history by Judy Welles, plus 
perhaps a couple of coupons from local merchants) 
for new Cabin John residents. CJCA will contact 
the real estate agents to see if they might be 
interested in assisting with the project and perhaps 
being the vehicle for such care packages.

Clara Barton Community Center

 

Haunted House
Sunday, October 30th, 2011

4pm – 6 pm
Refreshments served.

7425 MacArthur Blvd. Cabin John, Maryland

River Road Bazaar and Silent Auction
On Saturday, Dec. 3, River Road Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation will hold its bazaar and 
silent auction—the DC area’s largest community 
sale. There will be lots of estate sale merchandise at 
garage sale prices—antiques, toys, clothing, books, 
rugs, jewelry, art, housewares, baby equipment, 
sporting goods, teen boutique, food, and more. 
Retail sales are from 8 am to 3 pm. The silent 
auction is from 9 am to 3:30 pm at 6301 River 
Road (at Whittier Blvd.) in Bethesda. Call 301-229-
0400 or go to www.rruuc.org/bazaar for more info.

Senior Sensations Events at the  
Clara Barton Community Center

Mondays and Wednesdays
9-9:30 — Walking Cabin John area, weather 

permitting. Enjoy historic Glen Echo 
and Cabin John. Please sign up for 
walking tour.

10-11 — Coffee/Tea and Chair Exercises
11-11:45 — Senior Shape Class sponsored by 

Suburban Hospital. The fee is $30 
for a 3-month session. To register, 
please call 301-896-3689

12-12:30 — Lunch Bunch. Bring your own lunch.
12:30-1:30 — Special Events - Contact the 

Center at 301-229-0010 for more 
information.

Senior Table Tennis every Tuesday and Thursday 
2:30-4:30. Contact Carolyn Reeder at 301-320-0625.

The National Park Service (NPS) has awarded a 
$3.36 million contract to repair the towpath breach 
near Angler’s Inn. Following the repair water can 
be returned to fill the canal from Lock 7 through 
14 and beyond. This section has been empty since 
September 2007 when eagle-eyed Ritch Kepler 
noted a breach in the towpath just upstream of 
Lock 8.

—Larry Heflin
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Cabin John Citizen Association 2011-2012 Dues are Due

Please use the enclosed addressed envelope to send in your dues ($15 per invidual or family) for the 2011-2012 season. With 
the income from the Crab Feast, the dues make up the remaining portion of the funds that the Citizens Association uses for 
projects and events each year. Feel free to add a little more if you are so inclined. Note: CJCA dues and donations to CJCA 
are not tax deductible.

Dues $15 +  optional  $             = TOTAL $_______

Name ___________________________________________________________________________________________

If you are new to Cabin John in the last year, please include your address below:

Address _________________________________________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________

If you don’t receive CJCA e-mails but would like to, include your email address below:

Email ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Please make checks payable to: Cabin John Citizens Association or CJCA. Use enclosed envelope, or your own and mail to: 
P.O. Box 31
Cabin John, MD 20818

Pistons & Pancakes
Presented by the Friends of the Clara Barton Community Center

Unique Cars and Motorcycles on Display

at the
Clara Barton Community Center

7425 MacArthur Boulevard
Cabin John, Maryland

Sunday, November 6, 2011
9:00 am – 11:00 am

Rain or Shine

Kids: Bring your favorite, fastest Matchbox car and race for Prizes!

Parents Day Off Breakfast – Pancakes ($3 person), Juice ($1) and Coffee ($2 a cup)

To display your car, contact: Bruce Wilmarth 301-229-8528 
or email: bwilmarth@washingtonfirstbank.com

For more information, call: The Clara Barton Community Center: 301-229-0010
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Preschool - Grade 12 
Co-Educational 

301-983-5200 | www.saes.org

All Open Houses are 9 AM to 12 PM, 
with tours at 9 AM and 11 AM 
and information sessions at 10 AM. 

No reservations required.

Preschool (Age  2) - Grade  3 Grades 4-12

Open Houses
Friday, Nov. 18 Friday, Nov. 11  
Saturday, Dec. 10 Saturday, Dec. 3

Potomac Village Campus Postoak Campus
10033 River Road 8804 Postoak Road
Potomac, MD 20854 Potomac, MD 20854

Landscaping Professionals  
Dedicated to Exceptional Quality

Residential & Commercial  - Mowing & Maintenance

Landscaping - Design & Installation
Walks, Patios, Built-In Grills – Flagstone, Brick, Block/Stone
Retaining Walls – Stacked Stone, Flagstone, Block, Timber

Tree & Shrub Care – MD Licensed Tree Expert

Serving Montgomery Co. Homeowners Since 1983
Come Visit Our Web Site – www.hugheslandscaping.com

Or E-mail to info@hugheslandscaping.com

16111 Morrow Road, Poolesville MD 20837
(301) 330-4949 (O) / 301-977-4949 (F)

Hughes Landscaping
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PATRICIA AMMERMAN 

And associates 

Your Cabin John Realtor  
Cell 301-787-8989  

Office 301-229-4000 Ext 8306 

Top Producer 
Licensed in MD, DC & VA  

Fluent in  
English and Spanish 

 
pammerman@longandfoster.com 

I have been living in Cabin John for 17 
years and love our neighborhood 

 
Please call me  for all your Real Estate  

needs or concerns 

Real Estate Activity in Cabin John Sept-Oct 2011
Courtesy of your neighbor and realtor Patricia Ammerman.

ACTIVE:  List Price BR FB HB Lvl Gar
20 Froude Circle $399,900 2 1 0 1 0
15 Froude Cir $449,000 2 1 0 1 0
7835 Archbold Ter $509,000 3 2 1 3 0
6940 Seven Locks Rd $599,900 2 1 0 3 0
6418 Wishbone Ter $715,000 4 3 1 3 1
8 McKay Cir $769,900 4 3 0 2 1
6529 77th St $829,900 3 3 0 3 1
7507 Arden Rd $1,149,000 4 4 0 5 1
6408 83rd St $1,150,000 4 4 1 3 2
5 Tomlinson Ct $1,160,000 3 2 1 3 2
6600 80th Pl $1,395,000 6 5 2 3 2
7711 MacArthur Blvd $1,595,000 8 5 1 3 1
8004 MacArthur Blvd $1,750,000 6 5 1 3 1
8006 MacArthur Blvd $1,800,000 6 5 1 3 1
8216 Caraway St $2,500,000 6 6 1 4 2

UNDER CONTRACT:
8 Russell Rd $479,900 3 2 0 2 0

LOTS IN CABIN JOHN
ACTIVE:  List Price Lot SF  Zoning
6600 Seven Locks Rd $535,000 9,017  R90
6602 Seven Locks Rd $535,000 10,145  R90
6604 Seven Locks Rd $535,000 9,469  R90
6940 Seven Locks Rd $599,000 29,892  R200
6512 75th St $649,000 15,000  R90

UNDER CONTRACT:
8008 MacArthur Blvd $3,000,000 33,104  R90
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Neighborhood ServicesNeighborhood Services

CABIN JOHN DOG WALKING: Midday walks to keep your pets happy and 
healthy. 301-257-1076. 

GET THE STRESS OUT!! MASSAGE THERAPY. Receive a soothing 
Swedish/Deep Tissue Massage in your own home. Only $85.00/hr. Gift 
Certificates available. Call Dominique @ 301-263-2783. 

MUSIC LESSONS VIOLIN, VIOLA AND PIANO STUDIO. All ages, all 
levels. Ensemble workshops. Vera Dolezal. 301-229-5685.

CHILD CARE. Licensed Family Day Care. 20 yrs. experience, references. Call 
Siew at 301-320-4280.

CABIN JOHN ORGANIZING. Professional organizer and daily money 
manager. Call 301-263-9482 or e-mail Melanie@dorsetwest.com for help with 
your home and home office. Member NAPO, ICD, AADMM

Mystery Landmark

Jack Mandel’s drawing on p.11 is of a multi-dwelling bird nester that 
stands in the grassy picnic area next to the parking lot for the Firehouse 
building at MacArthur Plaza. According to J.P. Ward, who is the head of 
architecture at Anthony Wilder Design Build, Inc., the nester, made out of 
gourds, was purchased and installed by the design firm when they moved 
their offices into the old firehouse about 7 or 8 years ago. The eight 
gourd units were intended to serve as homes to swallows, but it seems 
sparrows have taken over the bird condos instead. Ward reports that 
all eight gourds have had tenants. It seems that Anthony Wilder Design 
Build, Inc. builds homes for both people and our avian friends.

MHIC 39468 Insured 

Local Musicians Release New CD

A special release party and concert will be held 
at the Washington Conservatory of Music in 
Glen Echo, Sunday, Oct. 23 at 7:30 pm by the 
performing duo, Lilt, to promote their new CD 
entitled Onward.

Lilt members are Tina Eck (of Cabin John) on flute 
and whistle and Keith Carr on bouzouki, banjo 
and mandolin. They met at the Washington, D.C. 
session scene some years back and found that 
“flute & zouk” were a good instrumental match 
for what they love to play—the traditional dance 
music from Ireland, such as jigs and reels, polkas 
and hornpipes, and the occasional slow air. Lilt 
tries to capture the boundless energy, wildness and 
melancholy of Irish traditional music.

In this performance Keith and Tina will be 
joined by the guest musicians featured on 
Onward: fiddlers Joe de Zarn and Mitch 
Fanning, bodhran player Jesse Winch and 
cellist Alistair Watson. Champion step dancer 
Kate Bole will also join the fun and perform 
Irish step dance as well as the old style “sean-
nos” dancing.

Onward was recorded over the summer and 
well received. It’s for sale at www.cdbaby.
com/cd/lilt, Ossian-USA, and it will soon be 
available on iTunes, Rhapsody and possibly at 
the Bethesda Co-op in Cabin John. 

The Washington Conservatory of Music is 
located in the South Arcade Building in Glen 
Echo Park. Snacks & drinks will be provided. 
There is a suggested donation $10.
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HANDYMAN: living right here in your 
neighborhood. 23 years experience. Electrical, 
Carpentry, Drywall, Tiling, Painting, Roofs, 
Gutters, Decks, Power Washing, Plumbing, 
Bathroom & Kitchen Renovations. Big and small 
jobs welcome. “Hemy” 301-229-1450.

DEFINE YOURSELF:  This fall semester 
you are assigned independent study while I am 
on maternity leave. Our strength training class 
offered at Concord St. Andrews will resume 
in January. For more information contact 
CarolynEvans728@gmail.com.

COMPUTER SERVICES—DC/PC Computer 
Support offers friendly, personalized computer 
services to local residents. Services include 
maintenance, repairs, upgrades, tune-ups, new pc 
setups, virus and spyware removal, networking 
and training. Appointments are available 
mornings, afternoons and evenings. Telephone and 
e-mail support is also available. To schedule an 
appointment or learn more about our services email  
support@dc-pc.com or call Jim at 202-841-0873.

FULL SERVICE PET CARE. Your pet deserves 
some fun: don’t board your pet; that’s boring! 
Responsible, caring Cabin John resident offering 
daily walks, bathing, vet visits, overnight stays 
at my home or yours—fenced-in yard means 
lots of playtime. I’ll pick-up and return your pet 
if you desire. Your pet will thank you! Many 
neighborhood references available. Lisa Charles 
301-979-2567

BELLY DANCING CLASSES- for all 
sizes and shapes, liven up the body and 
spirit this Fall. Every Wed. drop-in classes 
at Clara Barton Community Center 6:30-
7:30pm $10/class. Questions contact Diana at 
dawnoftheflower@yahoo.com

SLEIGH BED FOR SALE:  Beautiful pine 
antique reproduction, like new. Double size. 
Mattress included. $300. Please call 301-229-3908

To place an ad in the Village News classifieds, 
send us your ad and payment of $0.25 per word by 
the deadline. If you have questions, call Lorraine 
Minor at (301) 229-3515.


