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How to Garden for Wildlife Talk on January 24

CJ Gift Tree Is a Hit

The gift tree outside the Clara Barton Center
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by Jennifer Jordan and Tom Rojas

Birds are a savvy gardener’s best friend, as they 
eat hundreds of insects a day and feed them 
to their young. Toads eat 300 insects a night! 
Butterflies and moths pollinate 8% of the world’s 
flowering plants; bees 16%. Unfortunately, with 

habitat fragmentation 
and too many deer 
over-browsing the 
understory, our 
songbird populations 
are plummeting here 
in Maryland. Our 
bees are suffering 
from colony collapse 
disorder and butterflies 
are not faring very well 
either. What can you 
do? Plenty! With a bit 
of planning and a few 
simple tweaks, you can 
transform your patch 

of the world into a haven for wildlife. Whether 
you garden in a container or on several acres, 
you can make a difference. On January 24, Green 
Neighbors is offering you an opportunity to come 
and learn how!

Marie Rojas will be giving her presentation, 
“Gardening for Wildlife” at the home of 
Jennifer Jordan (7511 Arden Road). Marie offers 
consultation through her company, Borders & 
Butterflies, emphasizing a sustainable approach 
to landscaping. She provides Integrated Pest 
Management services to homeowners, nursery 
growers and commercial properties and has been 
a Montgomery County Master Gardener since 
1994. A wildlife gardener for more than 20 years, 
she also serves on the board of the Professional 
Grounds Management Society’s D.C. Branch. Her 
talk will begin at 8 pm and refreshments will be 
served. We do request an email RSVP so we have 
an idea how many people plan to attend. Please 
RSVP to gn.cabinjohn@gmail.com or call Tom 
Rojas at 301-343-3989.

by Lori Rieckelman 

Thank you to all of you who participated in the 
CJCA’s  Holiday Gift donation project this year. 
What a great response we had! All 50 gift names 
were picked from the tree and all 50 children were 
provided with wonderful gifts from our community.  
These children range in age from 2 – 18 and live in 
a SOME (So Others Might Eat) community named 
Independence Place located in Washington, DC. 

The tree that we selected on which to hang the 
paper ornaments was located next to the front door  
of the Clara Barton Community Center and was 
planted several years ago  in memory of long time 
CJ resident, Diane Leatherman. Several people told 
me that Diane would have been honored to have 
“her” tree designated for such a worthy cause.

We plan to continue this tradition next December 
since it was so successful this year!
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Neighborly News by Barbara Martin

New neighbors on 79th Street are the Tunador 
family—Christiana, Timur, and their three 
children. The family moved to Cabin John in 
October from Bannockburn. Timur is a mortgage 
banker. Daughter Yasmin is a college student, 
son Noah is in high school, and son Joseph is in 
pre-school.

Johanna van Heeckeren died in December. Mrs. 
van Heeckeren, “Jenny,” was 98. She was born in 
the Netherlands. She lived in Cabin John for 25 
years, the last 15 with her grandson Adi Carter and 
his wife Diana on Riverside Avenue. A memorial 
service will be held on January 28, 2 pm, at St. 
Bartholomew Church on River Road.

Cabin John’s historian, Judy Welles, is the new 
Chair of the Montgomery County Commission on 
Aging. COA advises the County Executive, County 
Council, and County government programs, 
including the Area Agency on Aging, and serves 
as an advocate for the County’s seniors. There 
are close to 200,000 residents 65 and older in our 
County. We have 17 per cent of Maryland’s 65+ 
population, including the largest share of Asian and 
Hispanic elderly in the state. For information and 
resources, go to www.montgomerycouncilmd.gov/
senior or call 240-777-3000. Judy Welles lives on 
River Trail Lane, and was responsible for the start 
of Cabin John’s Neighbor to Neighbor program.

If you have news of your family, your neighbors, or 
CJ residents new or former, please email Barbara 
Martin at bbeckmartin@verizon.net or call 301-
229-3482. 

J
A
N 24 ......................................CJCA Meeting

 Clara Barton Center 
 7:30 pm (see p. 4)

24 ....................Gardening for Wildlife Talk
 7511 Arden Rd 
 8 pm (see p. 1)

5 .............................................Blood Drive
 Clara Barton Center 
 10 am - 3:45 pm (see p. 4)
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Pascal Pittman: Renaissance Man
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Pascal Pittman

by Amy Mermelstein

If you want to separate yourself from the masses, 
being conversant in five languages is always a 
good way to start. Throw in a passion for anything 
outdoors, a little self-taught musical talent, and a 
penchant for building random objects—like say 
a 52-foot suspension bridge—and you’re well off 
to being in a league of your own. This is Pascal 
Daniel Pittman.

Pascal is an unassuming man, whose happy-go-
lucky demeanor suggests he doesn’t have a care 
in the world, but you won’t catch him spending 
his time sitting idle. With countless interests and 
an impressive list of accomplishments, finding a 
way to create more time in a day seems to be his 
only nemesis. 

Pascal’s life began on September 1, 1951 in 
Buenos Aires, Argentina where his father was on 
assignment with the State Department. The family 
lived there briefly before a temporary relocation 
to Paris, France where his mother was from. The 
first language spoken by both Pascal and his older 
brother Jean- Pierre was French. 

In order to secure new employment, the Pittman 
family then moved to the suburbs of New York City 
where both his mother and father worked for Time-
Life Magazines; his mother as a translator and his 
father as a copy editor. They lived in the towns of 
Yonkers and Bronxville.

“I was a bit of a nerd,” Pascal reveals 
when asked about his school-age years. “I 
remember surfing, skateboarding, grave 
digging, and heading to Italy for my 
senior year abroad,” he adds, without the 
slightest hint to the peculiarity surrounding 
the middle activity he has mentioned. He 
explains later that he worked as a landscaper 
during high school, and a frequent client was 
the local cemetery. Somehow landscaping at 
the cemetery morphed into every high school 
kid’s typical job—grave digging. It was his 
first introduction to what would later become 
his career—architecture. “When you’re hand 
digging a grave everything has to be level, 
true and plumb,” Pascal explains.

It was during Pascal’s junior year in high 
school that he committed to architecture as 

a profession. He liked the design aspect of being 
an architect and the idea of freedom that a studio 
atmosphere promised. 

In 1968, eager to get away from the lack of 
diversity in Bronxville, NY, Pascal spent his senior 
year as an exchange student with the American 
Field Service in Lecco, Italy. “Dropped into 
Northern Italy in a city about 100-kilometers from 
Milan and not knowing any Italian is what you 
call TOTAL immersion. I was fluent is six weeks,” 
says Pascal.

In addition to learning a new language, Pascal had 
to adjust to cultural differences as well. “The family 

MHIC 39468 Insured 

(continued on page 10)
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CJCA News by Burr Gray

The next meeting of  
the CJCA will be  
Jan. 24, 7:30 pm at 
the Clara Barton 
Community Center.

Next CJCA Meeting Agenda—1) Village News 
request for funds, 2) presentation by Brookmont 
representative on new Intelligence Center 
planned for the former Army Mapping Center on 
Sangamore Road.

Feb 5, 2012 Cabin John Blood Drive—The 
next community Blood Drive will take place on 
Sunday, Feb 5 at the Clara Barton Community 
Center. Please contact CJ Resident Karen Melchar 
(ardenroad@me.com or 229-9049) if you are 
willing and able to donate blood. Time slots start 
at 10 am, with the last slot at 3:45 pm. Our goal is 
40 pints. If you have donated recently, you have 
noticed that the Red Cross runs behind schedule. 
We are developing our own system for notifying 
donors via text messaging, so that if necessary, we 
can alert donors that the drive is running behind 
schedule. We need help in staffing the sign-in 
table and in helping with setup and takedown, so 

please let Karen know if you can volunteer some 
help whether or not you plan to donate blood. Call 
1-800-272-2048 (Red Cross nurses station) if you 
have any questions regarding eligibility to donate. 

New Years Car Break-ins—On January 1 and 2, a 
number of unlocked cars located along Arden Road, 
78th St, 81st St, 82nd Place, Persimmon Tree Road 
and in the Cabin John Gardens neighborhood had 
valuables and parking change taken from them. 

One of our residents reported that he was 
recently at a meeting with the DC Police about a 
neighborhood that was having a lot of theft from 
cars. The police officers pointed out that thieves 
will return to neighborhoods where the shopping is 
easy. If the shopping is not successful they go away. 
It takes all the neighbors to make our neighborhood 
an undesirable place to shop by keeping their cars 
and garages locked and valuables out of their cars. 
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Cabin John Park Volunteer Fire Chief James Seavey helps Santa 
distribute gifts to the kids at the holiday party.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT
CABIN JOHN VILLAGE NEWS

January 1, 2011 to December 31, 2011

Beginning Balance (1/1/11) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 1,488.96

INCOME

Display Advertising $7,925.40
Classified Advertising 454.25
Neighborhood Services 237.50
Subscriptions 190.00
CJCA includes dues envelopes 1800.00

-------------
Total $10,607.15

EXPENSES

Printing* $8,808.25
Mailing Expenses (USPS):

Monthly Mailing/Fee 1,750.00
Stamps 30.34

PO Box Rental 96.00
Bank Deposit Slips 43.99

-------------
Total $10,728.58

TOTAL OF INCOME MINUS EXPENSES . . . . . . . ($121.43)

ENDING BALANCE (12/31/11) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,367.53

*Includes printing the addresses on the newsletters and taking
them to the Bulk Mail Center in Gaithersburg.

Submitted by:
Lorraine Minor
Business Manager, CJVN
4 January 2012
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CJCA will follow up with the Montgomery County 
Police in light of the widespread nature of the 
criminal activity.

Another Fun CJ December Holiday Party—
Many thanks to the usual suspects who helped 
make for another fine CJ Holiday Party. This one 
was not quite as well-attended as in the past so 
we need to do a little better in the advertising and 
perhaps come up with some new concepts. What 
we did have was great support again from the 
local merchants, both with food and raffle items. 
In the food department, the partygoers benefited 
from food provided by the Bethesda Coop (lots 
of cheeses & crackers), Glen Echo Sub Shop 
(courtesy of manager Brad Siegel), Pizza Hut, 
and KanPai Sushi. The raffle contained items 
provided by the following: basket of goodies and 
one-year membership to Bethesda Co-op (won 
by Nadia Crossman), $25 gift certificate from 
Glen Echo Pharmacy (won by Linda Green), $50 
gift certificate from Market on the Blvd (won by 
Timur Tunador); nice basket with goodies from 
Eleanor Balaban (won by Larry Heflin), Glen Echo 
Hardware – $50 gift certificate courtesy of Mike 
Christopher and Carl Essl (won by Sheila Patton), 
Firehouse Cleaners - $50 certificate courtesy of 
Mr. and Mrs. Ahn (won by Han Herderschee), Kan 
Pai Sushi – $50 gift certificate courtesy of Katz 
Toyota (won by Phil Amoruso), $50 gift certificate 
from Glen Echo Subs (won by Reed Martin), two 
$25 gift certificates provided by the Wild Tomato 
(won by Randy Capps and Anna Cash). Susan 
Stewart won the Christmas tree and donated it to 
the Community Center. Funds raised from the raffle 
help offset the cost of the event.

Barbara Martin, Marcy Harrison, and Reed Martin serving snacks.

Forgoing his usual sleigh, Santa arrives at the event via a well-lit Cabin John 
Park Volunteer Fire Department truck.
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Green Neighbors

New County Website Makes Going Green Easier

 

PLEASE JOIN US! 
Personal Training – Pilates – Group Exercise 

Classes – Spinning – Fitness Center 
…and so much more! 

 

 

PRESENT THIS PASS FOR A FREE CLASS OR  
WORK OUT! 

7687 MacArthur Blvd ▪ Cabin John ▪ MD ▪ 20818 
301.229.0080 phone 

by Jennifer Jordan & Tom Rojas
Have you ever been unsure about where to go 
to find all of the incentives, information and 
programs to help you green your lifestyle and save 
money? Now there is one site Montgomery County 
residents to can go to get all the information they 
need: MyGreenMontgomery.org! 

The new website, developed the County’s 
Department of Environmental Protection with 
support from several County agencies, departments 
and non-profit partners, is an interactive community 
tool that directs users to County, State, Federal and 
utility programs and incentives, as well as local 
organizations and community groups that make 
going green a no-brainer. 

The site, which is designed to evolve over time to 
highlight new programs, not only directs users to 
accurate information and resources, it also serves 
as a forum for residents to engage with each other 
on green topics, ask questions and share success 
stories. The website uses social media, such as 
Facebook, to connect to local community groups 
and keep information current and responsive in real 
time. 

“Most people would prefer to make day-to-day 
choices that are best for the environment, but they 
may not know how to do that or think it is too 
difficult,” said Montgomery County Department 

of Environmental Protection Director Bob Hoyt. 
“That’s why a resource like MyGreenMontgomery.
org is so important. The website brings together, in 
one place, essential information to give residents 
the tools they need to make green changes in their 
everyday lives, sometimes in ways that will actually 
save them money, and presents it in a simple and 
fun way.” 

Residents who want to get started on a basic 
green project, such as changing appliance 
settings to be more energy efficient or do a 
complete green makeover, will get guidance from 
MyGreenMontgomery.org in the “Green Projects” 
section which outlines projects in the following 
categories: Daily Choices, Energy, Lawn and 
Garden, Transportation and Water. Each project is 
rated according to difficulty to implement, cost and 
green impact. Project descriptions provide detailed 
information and resources, such as tips and “How-
to” videos, to help users complete the project. Users 
can also create their own Green Plan and track their 
progress. 

The “Incentives and Programs” section lists rebates, 
tax credits, freebies and information to motivate 
residents to carry out their projects. 

Under “My Community,” residents can find local 
green resources, search for a contractor (such as an 
energy auditor), learn about upcoming events in the 
community, get involved in a local green group and 
read about a neighbor’s success story—or post their 
own. Residents or local groups organizing a green 
event can add it to the calendar. 

A “News and Features” section provides local 
“green-interest” stories and seasonal tips. Anyone 
in Montgomery County can contribute content to be 
considered for inclusion in the website. 

Green Neighbors is an evolving group of Maryland 
residents focused on community solutions to 
environmental problems and the greening of our 
Potomac River neighborhoods. We strive to provide 
useful information and resources to communities 
interested in sustainability. We endeavor to carry out 
ongoing green initiatives that strengthen community 
ties, are fun, and are replicable. For more information, 
visit our website at www.GreenNeighbors.org.
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I stayed with showered once a week and consumed 
lots of huge meals,” he recalls. But Pascal was 
unwilling to succumb to being overweight and 
odoriferous that easily. He saw a crew team 
practicing on Lake Como and joined. “It was the 
perfect solution. I was able to shower there every 
day and burn all the calories I was eating.”

Pascal claims that he has never been overly 
goal-oriented, but it is hard to believe this is true. 
After all, you don’t get accepted to Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute in Troy, NY, without having 
a little bit of ambition running through your veins. 
His self-proclaimed nerd persona didn’t change 
much in college. But he says it wasn’t by choice; it 
was out of necessity. The curriculum at Rensselaer 
was very demanding and Pascal often felt like he 
was in over his head.

When Pascal wasn’t studying, he did find time 
to pursue a few pleasures. Once a week on 
Friday nights, he ran a coffee house called “The 
Inside-Out.” Pascal booked musical performers, 
occasionally fleshing out their sound with 
acoustical guitar backup, and instantly turned the 
place into a Friday night destination. 

In 1973, after his fourth year in college, Pascal 
seized another opportunity to work overseas. He 
went into the Peace Corps for two years; first 
training in Morocco in Northern Africa and later 
working as a planner establishing utilities in rural 
villages. “Now that was a hoot and an incredibly 
beautiful and culturally rich country,” Pascal fondly 
reminiscences. He worked in Oujda and then 
Nador becoming fluent in both Arabic and Spanish. 
Nador was expensive so he commuted by bike 
from Melilla, a nearby Spanish city on Morocco’s 
northern coast, where he lived on $200/month. 
After this experience, Pascal was confident he 
would be okay no matter what he ended up doing in 
life. “I learned that people can live on a lot less and 
be very happy,” he shares. 

Pascal enjoyed the Peace Corp so much he spent the 
three subsequent summers training new volunteers 
in Morocco. In between, he finished his fifth year at 
Rensselaer, and then took some time off to travel… 
by foot. He spent four months on a solo journey 
hiking the crest of the Atlas Mountains starting in 
Central Morocco and ending in the Sahara desert 
region. “It was gorgeous and the people I met along 
the way were captivating.” 

In 1978, Pascal decided it was time to settle down. 
Around this same time, his parents realized retiring 
in Little Rock, AR (where his Dad was from), was 
a mistake for two people accustomed to living in 
vibrant cities like New York and Paris. They all 
ended up reuniting in the Washington, DC area; 
his parents moving to Alexandria, VA, and Pascal 
settling in NW DC’s Glover Park neighborhood. 
While living there, Pascal took up kayaking and 
immediately loved being back on the water. He also 
married and started a family. 

When it was time for Pascal to buy a house, he 
did what most people do who are smitten with 
the river, he drew an imaginary line up Macarthur 
Blvd and looked up what was for sale within those 
parameters. In 1983, he ended up purchasing the 
first house he looked at, a 600 sq. ft. hide-away in 
need of repair. The 1940’s bungalow-style house 
was cocooned by enormous trees and tucked up on 
80th Place. He fell in love with the bucolic setting 
that Cabin John offered and still remembers, 
shortly after moving in, seeing a horse 
graze in his front yard while having his 
morning coffee. “Everyone’s dogs used to 
roam around the neighborhood just like a 
small group of kids playing. They had their 
route and knew what to expect from each 
household that they hit up for snacks,” 
Pascal adds.

Pascal raised two boys from his first 
marriage. Ben was born in 1984 and Caleb 
followed in 1987. Both boys quickly 
acquired their Dad’s fervor for the river 
and the outdoors. Ben is now a fisheries 
biologist in Northern British Columbia and 
Caleb is graduating from Towson State 
University this year.

Pascal met his wife Monica in 1998 when 
he started working at DBI Architects in 
Washington, DC, where she was employed 
as an Interior Designer. Monica was 
Pascal’s boss on the first project he worked 
on at DBI. “If you want to get ahead, 
marry your boss!” he says jokingly. They 
shared a common interest in the outdoors. 
Monica taught Pascal how to rock climb, 
and Pascal taught Monica how to kayak. 
They both enjoyed camping, skiing and 
gardening. They married in 2000 and their 
son Taylor came along in 2001. 

PITTMAN
cont. from page 3

(continued on page 11)
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by Judy WellesThen and Now

The Lost Map of Cabin John

By Judy Welles

A group of friends who had grown up in and near 
Cabin John and attended Clara Barton Elementary 
School together in the 1940s returned for a reunion 
weekend in November, 2011. They came from as 
far away as Texas and Florida and also from North 
Carolina and West Virginia. They shared laughs 
and memories at the “Pistons and Pancakes” event 
at their old school, now Clara Barton Community 
Center, and went on the Cabin John History Walk.

Six of them stayed overnight for a “reunion slumber 
party” in the lockhouse at Lock 10, a place that 
had been home to their friends as youths. They 
remembered when it did not have indoor plumbing. 
That lockhouse is now restored and furnished in 
the style of the 1930s by the Canal Trust and C&O 
Canal National Historical Park to recall when the 
Civilian Conservation Corps worked on the canal. 
The lockhouse can be rented by the night through 
the Canal Trust’s Canal Quarters program (see 
www.canaltrust.org). 



9

The Village News

The reunion group brought with them many 
memories and also a map of Cabin John Park that I 
had not seen before and never knew existed. Many 
Cabin Johners have seen plat maps of one or more 
of the four sections of Cabin John Park. Some have 
even tried to piece the sections together to portray 
the whole development. Now the “lost map of 
Cabin John,” aptly named by Burr Gray, shows all 
four sections as they were originally planned for 
Cabin John Park. The 1919 recorded development 
plat (printed in 1926) has been donated to the Cabin 
John Citizens Association by Sylvia Jean Shroat 

Whitgrove. Jean, as she is known, brought the plat 
map with her when she drove to Cabin John from 
Granbury, Texas, where she now lives. 

Jean said that when her parents Henry and Mable 
Shroat bought their house on 5th Street (now 77th 
Street) in 1944, they found the map in the house. 
She remembers that the three-bedroom house was 
heated by a wood burning stove. Among many 
“wonderful memories,” she recalled ice skating on 

Cabin John Park Plat Map, recorded 1919, donated by former resident Sylvia Jean Shroat Whitgrove. 

(continued on page 10)
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the canal. She also cannot forget hearing the cow 
bell her mother would ring to tell her to come home. 

The group knew the family that built the fabled 
“marble steps” to Cabin John Creek, placing 
mementos in the cement including a key to Joliet 
Prison, Illinois. They always wondered why the 
key was there, and today’s residents of Cabin 
John, coming across the steps, wonder why the 
steps are there.

of locktenders (Lock 8) and several boatmen and 
their descendents were living in lockhouses when 
Cabin John Park developed. Bub Spong, a son of 
Charles Spong, the last locktender at Lock 8 while 
the Canal was operating, and Bub’s wife Emma 
lived in the Lockhouse at Lock 11 with their 
extended family.

Norma lived in Cabin John on Wilson Avenue 
(now 81st Street on the south side of MacArthur 
Boulevard). Growing up, she had a pony, named 
“Pepper,” a dog “Pat” and a cat “Blackie.” Her 
family also had chickens, ducks, and rabbits. “It 
was during the war [World War II] and of course we 
ate the rabbits, chickens, and ducks. Mom would 
kill them, and I could clean them. But I could not 
eat them, and she didn’t insist on that,” she told me. 

She would walk from her home to Lock 10, through 
the woods where Clara Barton Parkway is now, 
and she learned to swim in the canal in the summer 
and ice skate in the winter. Lock 10, she says, was 
where she had her first kiss, something she never 
told her mother.

“The canal froze many times during the winter, 
but it took an extra cold winter for the river to 
freeze. We did walk on the ice in the river,” said 
Norma. While she didn’t skate on the Potomac 
River, she remembers her dad telling her how he 
skated on it from D.C. to Mount Vernon when he 
was young. Friends would meet at Lock 10 to go 
on the ice and Donald Marshall (later a Fire Chief 
for the Cabin John Park Volunteer Fire Department) 
would put his car lights on so they could see. His 
girlfriend (and later wife), Cheryl Smith, would 
do a show of her ice skating lessons. “She would 
spin, jump, backwards, forwards—it was great,” 
said Norma. Cheryl, who later helped to start the 
“CJs” majorettes, now lives in West Virginia and is 
married to Bud Sonnebend.

Norma and others who returned to Cabin John 
also had many memories of fun times at Glen 
Echo Park. But it was the canal that was a major 
source of entertainment and adventure. And it was 
growing up in Cabin John that brought them back 
to reminisce. 

Among the reunion group of friends from the 
Clara Barton Elementary School were Sylvia Jean 
Shroat, Janice Smith Allen (Glen Echo Heights), 
Norma Jean Eisner, Steve Eisner, Frances Wilson 
Shore, Lavonne Smith Livingston (Brookmont) 
and David Livingston.

Norma Jean Eisner told how her mother, Thelma 
Leyking and Dorothy Fields, helped to start the 
Riverside Assembly of God church and even did 
some masonry on the building that now houses 
the St. George Coptic Orthodox Church on 
78th Street. Elaine Waldron Spong was pastor 
at Riverside Assembly of God and she and her 
husband Bud Spong lived at the lockhouse at Lock 
10 in the 1940s. The Spongs were a canal family 

Cabin John reunion “slumber party” at Lockhouse 10 included, left to right: Silvia 
Jean Shroat, Janice Smith Allen, Norma Jean Eisner, Frances Wilson Shore, and 
Lavonne Smith Livingston.
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Beginner’s Mind 
      Yoga

Drop-Ins Welcome!

          Free Introductory Class                 Level I/II Classes 

Saturday mornings  9:30-11:00 am

The Episcopal Church of the Redeemer ~ Parish Hall

6201 Dunrobbin Drive, Bethesda, MD 20816   

301.263.9644                    http://alice-despard.blogspot.com

MAP
cont. from page 9
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Do You Recognize This  
Cabin John Sight?

Jack Mandel’s sketch this month 
features an architectural detail clearly 
visible on one of Cabin John’s streets. 
Can you guess what and where it is? 
The answer is on p. 15.

Could You Use A Little Help?
Neighbor 2 Neighbor is ready to assist with:

• Rides to medical appointments or 
grocery shopping

• Small household repairs
• Referrals for large projects

Call N2N Coordinator Judy Lund at  
301-263-2975 for assistance or if you’d like 
to be added to our volunteer list. If you’re 
unable to reach Judy, call Sondra Baxt at 
301-320-2413.

Pascal, having already raised two boys, loved having an infant in the 
house again. “It was wonderful, another excuse to stay young and 
continue to buy toys.” He introduced Taylor to boating at age three 
followed by skiing, longboarding and a recent pursuit—slacklining 
(a flat one inch wide nylon meshing anchored between two trees and 
similar to walking a tight rope except closer to the ground). Pascal 
is also building a tree house for the “two” of them. A tree house by 
definition, but to most it probably resembles a structure more likely 
to be found in a Swiss Family Robinson movie complete with a 
suspension bridge. 

Camping became a regular family activity. Among their many outings, 
an annual trip for Pascal’s birthday, where they shuttle friends via 
canoe to an island in the Potomac. Although simple is synonymous 
with Pascal, this trip isn’t about roughing it. It’s about good food and 
fun with friends, complete with champagne, gourmet French pressed 
coffee and crepes. “You have to enjoy what you are doing. It’s the 
little pleasures that make a great trip fabulous,” Pascal says with 
conviction.

Monica still works as an Interior Designer at DBI Architects but 
Pascal left the firm in 2006 when presented with the opportunity 
to be the Managing Director of Kling Stubbins’ DC office, an 
internationally recognized design firm. He quickly made his mark 
by hosting an annual office kayaking party. Working with Liquid 
Adventures, Pascal invites all his co-workers to come paddle the river, 
followed by a massive potluck meal at his home, and an offer to pitch 
a tent in his yard for the night if you’d like. “It gets everyone out and 
talking to each other. And we haven’t drowned anyone yet,” he laughs.

Pascal helps out in the community as well. With a chain saw in hand, 
he heads out to Minnie’s Island on the Potomac to help with cleaning 
up paths or other needs the Potomac Conservancy has from time 
to time. He also volunteers with Team River Runner, a part of the 
Wounded Warriors Program. This organization helps war veterans 
through paddling—providing challenge and support so the vets realize 
they don’t have to give up because of their injuries.

So how does someone so busy radiate such a sense of calm? He tries 
to stay active and outside as often as possible and not take anything 
too seriously. In his spare time, you can find Pascal creating in his 
wood shop or visualizing the zip line he imagines spanning the ravine 
in his backyard or maybe working on his ever expanding house. “With 
a lot of aimless messing around, the house has gone from 600 sq. ft. to 
3500 sq. ft. and it’s still not done,” he says. 

Pascal’s hobbies are as diverse as the languages he speaks making it 
difficult to summarize him in a few words. And this quinti-lingual, 
architect/outdoor enthusiast, who builds furniture and tree houses, 
when he isn’t balancing on a string, just keeps expanding his 
repertoire. His latest endeavor—taking lessons in preparation for the 
purchase of a Ducati, a motorcycle that caught his eye a few years 
back. “You just have to keep trying new things, developing the mind 
and having a little fun!” 

PITTMAN
cont. from page 7
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 ■  SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE 
 

Holy Eucharist                                                                                                                                                                     8:00 a.m. 
Adult Education Forum                                                                                       9:15 a.m. 
Nursery Care                                                                                                                         10:15 a.m. 
Choral Eucharist                                                                                                                                                       10:30 a.m. 
Church School                                                                                          10:30 a.m. 

 

■  UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Sunday, 12 February, 5:00 p.m. 
Inscape Chamber Orchestra in Concert: “Schubertiade” 
 

Sunday, 26 February, 5:00 p.m. 
Choral Evensong for the First Sunday in Lent 
 

For more information about opportunities for worship, 
Christian formation, and outreach, please visit the parish website.  

The Episcopal Church of the Redeemer 
 

6201 Dunrobbin Drive  ▪  Bethesda, MD 20816 
301.229.3770  ▪  office.redeemer@verizon.net 

www.redeemerbethesda.org 

February 2012 at  

REDEEMER 

Bear Sighting
Persimmon Tree Road resident Elaine Schuler was told by 
a neighbor that a bear had been spotted on a neighbor’s 
deck, but found the story hard to believe until the evening 
of Nov. 23. That evening, she was driving on Democracy 
Blvd just west of Seven Locks Road and saw an SUV 
stopped near the median along with several police cars 
near roadkill, which to her surprise turned out to be a rather 
large female bear, which she took a picture of (above). The 
bear might have possibly been the same black bear spotted 
in August near a campground in Cabin John Regional Park. 

“Black bears have been coming into Montgomery County 
with more frequency the last five years,” according to Jeff 
Devlin, a Cabin John Management Area park manager. 
“They don’t generally bother anyone, but if you see one, 
leave it alone and notify park authorities.”

©
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February Exhibit of Plein Air Artists
by Stephanie Smart
The Montgomery County Plein Air Artists 
(MCPAA) will exhibit their works at River Road 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation (RRUUC), 
Bethesda, Md., during the month of February 
2012. The term “en Plein air” originated with 
Monet and refers to the fact  that the art works 
were painted outdoors. The MCPAA began in 2004 
and its artists use varied mediums, including oil, 
watercolor, acrylics and pastels. The art show, titled 
“Preserving Our Sense of Place and Time,” will 
exhibit works that are available for purchase. The 
exhibit is free and open to the public.

River Road Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
(RRUUC), is located at 6301 River Road, Bethesda, 
Md., 20818. The tel.# is 301-229-0400. The website 
is www.rruuc.org
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PATRICIA AMMERMAN 

And associates 

Your Cabin John Realtor  
Cell 301-787-8989  

Office 301-229-4000 Ext 8306 

Top Producer 
Licensed in MD, DC & VA  

Fluent in  
English and Spanish 

 
pammerman@longandfoster.com 

I have been living in Cabin John for 17 
years and love our neighborhood 

 
Please call me  for all your Real Estate  

needs or concerns 

Real Estate Activity in Cabin John Nov 2011-Jan 2012
Courtesy of your neighbor and realtor Patricia Ammerman.

ACTIVE:  List Price BR FB HB Lvl Fpl Gar
8 Russell Rd $409,900 3 2 0 2 0 0
7835 Archbold Ter $509,000 3 2 1 3 0 0
7 Carver Rd $750,000 4 2 1 2 0 0
7507 Arden Rd $995,000 4 4 0 5 1 0
6600 80th Pl $1,295,000 6 5 2 3 3 2
6512 75th St $1,445,000 5 4 1 3 1 2
7711 MacArthur Blvd $1,495,000 8 5 1 3 1 2
8006 MacArthur Blvd $1,800,000 6 5 1 3 1 3

UNDER CONTRACT:
7600 Cabin Rd $2,300,000 6 6 1 3 3 4

FOR RENT:
7866 Archbold Ter $2,350/month 3 2 1 3 0 0
6930 Seven Locks Rd $4,900/month 6 4 1 4 1 2

Landscaping Professionals  
Dedicated to Exceptional Quality

Residential & Commercial  - Mowing & Maintenance

Landscaping - Design & Installation
Walks, Patios, Built-In Grills – Flagstone, Brick, Block/Stone
Retaining Walls – Stacked Stone, Flagstone, Block, Timber

Tree & Shrub Care – MD Licensed Tree Expert

Serving Montgomery Co. Homeowners Since 1983
Come Visit Our Web Site – www.hugheslandscaping.com

Or E-mail to info@hugheslandscaping.com

16111 Morrow Road, Poolesville MD 20837
(301) 330-4949 (O) / 301-977-4949 (F)

Hughes Landscaping
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Neighborhood ServicesNeighborhood Services

CABIN JOHN DOG WALKING: Midday walks to keep your pets happy and 
healthy. 301-257-1076.

GET THE STRESS OUT!! MASSAGE THERAPY. Receive a soothing 
Swedish/Deep Tissue Massage in your own home. Only $85.00/hr. Gift 
Certificates available.  Call Dominique @ 301-263-2783. 

CHILD CARE. Licensed Family Day Care. 20 yrs. experience, references. 
Call Siew at 301-320-4280.

CABIN JOHN ORGANIZING.  Professional Organizer and Daily Money 
Manager. Call 301-263-9482 or e-mail Melanie@dorsetwest.com for help with 
your home and home office. Member NAPO, ICD, AADMM

Mystery Landmark

Jack Mandel’s drawing on p. 11 is of an old gate pier at the home of 
Eric Federing and Daphne Clones of 77th Street, which was featured 
during the 2005 Cabin John House Tour. The couple’s home is one of 
many Sears kit models in the area (the “Hathaway”) and was built in 
1927. Eric speculated that the two piers, which were designed to house 
electrified lights, were built many years later. The remains of hinges 
on the pier indicate that the driveway at one time had a swinging gate. 
There is also hardware attached to the other side of the pier indicating 
that there was once a connection to something else beyond the driveway, 
although Eric says it is still a mystery as he has detected no signs of a 
pre-existing fence on the property.

February Concerts at Church of Redeemer
Inscape Chamber Orchestra: “Schubertiade:
Sunday, Feb. 12, 5 pm

Franz Schubert’s Octet for Strings and Winds 
stands as one of the great masterpieces 
of the chamber music repertory. Inscape, 
Ensemble-in-residence at Redeemer, has 
commissioned four composers to create 
musical responses to the Octet. These will 
be heard as interludes between movements. 
Free-will offering. Reception to follow.

Choral Evensong for First Sunday in Lent
Sunday, Feb. 26, 5 pm

An evening service to mark the beginning 
of the season of Lent, sung by the combined 
choirs of The Church of the Redeemer and 
Christ Church Alexandria (Jason Abel, 
Director of Music). Music includes works 
by J.S. Bach, Philip Moore, and Herbert 
Howells. All proceeds from the free-will 
offering benefit Episcopal Relief and 
Development. Reception to follow. See 
advertisement on p. 12 for address.
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LONg-TIME CABIN JOHN RESIDENT 
looking for temporary rental, house share, or house 
sit while I renovate my house. Need place for me 
and my very well-mannered dog available on or 
about March 1, 2012 for approximately six months. 
Ideally in Cabin John or surrounding area, but will 
consider other options including shorter term or 
month to month. Rita 301-661-3142

HANDYMAN: living right here in your 
neighborhood. 23 years experience. Electrical, 
Carpentry, Drywall, Tiling, Painting, Roofs, 
Gutters, Decks, Power Washing, Plumbing, 
Bathroom & Kitchen Renovations. Big and small 
jobs welcome. “Hemy” 301-229-1450.

DEFINE YOURSELF: Join the ongoing strength 
and fitness class at Concord St. Andrews!  Space 
is still available.  For more information contact 
carolynevans728@gmail.com.

COMPUTER SERVICES—DC/PC Computer 
Support offers friendly, personalized computer 
services to local residents. Services include 
maintenance, repairs, upgrades, tune-ups, 
new pc setups, virus and spyware removal, 

networking and training. Appointments are 
available mornings, afternoons and evenings. 
Telephone and e-mail support is also available. 
To schedule an appointment or learn more about 
our services email support@dc-pc.com or call 
Jim at 202-841-0873.

FULL SERVICE PET CARE. Your pet deserves 
some fun: don’t board your pet; that’s boring! 
Responsible, caring Cabin John resident offering 
daily walks, bathing, vet visits, overnight stays 
at my home or yours - fenced-in yard means 
lots of playtime. I’ll pick-up and return your pet 
if you desire. Your pet will thank you! Many 
neighborhood references available. Lisa Charles 
301-979-2567

To place an ad in the Village News classifieds, 
send us your ad and payment of $0.25 per word by 
the deadline. If you have questions, call Lorraine 
Minor at (301) 229-3515.


