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Cabin John’s Holiday Party Set for December 14
by Clare Amoruso

The annual CJCA Holiday Party 
will be held at the Clara Barton 
Center on December 14 from 5 to 
7 pm. Come celebrate the holiday 
season with your neighbors! There 
is something for everyone at this 
event:

• Crafts and other activities for 
children

• Singing of holiday songs for all 
ages

• Lots of complimentary food 
(sushi, pizza, subs, and more) 
and drinks (hot cider, eggnog, 
sparkling cider, etc.)

•	 Raffle	of	gift	certificates	from	
many of your favorite local 
merchants with proceeds 
going to So Others Might Eat 
(S.O.M.E.)

• Visit from Santa with gift bags 
for the children 

Enjoy the fun at this traditional 
Cabin John event which is co-
sponsored by the Cabin John 
Citizens Association and the Clara 
Barton Community Center.

Holiday Crafts Fair on December 7

by Burr Gray

There will be a Holiday Craft Show on Sunday, December 7, 2014, from 
1 to 5 pm, at the Clara Barton Community Center, the eighth annual craft 
show	sponsored	by	the	nonprofit	Friends	of	the	Clara	Barton	Community	
Center	(FCBCC).	Plan	to	come,	admire,	and	shop!	There	will	be	all	kinds	
of	crafts	for	sale—jewelry,	glass,	fiber	arts,	pottery,	ornaments,	wood	crafts,	
hand knit sweaters, baby items, prints, paintings, photography, books, soaps 
and lotions, cookies, local honey, and more. So stop in and enjoy meeting 
many	of	the	most	creative	people	in	our	community.	For	more	information,	
consult the web site www.FriendsCBCC.org or contact Leslie Barden, 301-
365-1311 or cbcc.craftshow@verizon.net

This year’s Haunted House volunteers—standing, back row, from 
left to right: Amelia Robinson, Jan Iris Smith, Burr Gray, Virginia 
Douglas. Next row: Amy Arbetman, Gwen Arbetman, Missy Bell, 
Thomas Wilmarth. Seated: Caroline Itzkof, Lily Robinson, Fiona 
Berry, Caroline Casey, and Oona Stieglitz.

Other volunteers not pictured included: Terry Fuller, Lori 
Rieckelman, Bruce and Ted Wilmarth, Dominique Maggio, Debbie 
Lange, and Haunted House photographer Tamzin Smith.
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Oct. 26 Halloween Team Scares Up Thrills and Fun
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25 ......................................CJCA Meeting
 Clara Barton Center
 7:30 pm (see p. 10)

7 .............................Cabin John Crafts Fair
 Clara Barton Center
 1 - 5 pm (see p. 1)

14 ........... Annual Cabin John Holiday Part
 Clara Barton Center
 5 - 7 pm (see p. 1)
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Neighborly News by Barbara Martin

msimpson@ttrsir.com
202.906.9865 mobile
linkedin.com/in/mickiesimpson

Friendship Heights office
301.967.3344
www.ttrsir.com

understanding of the unique Cabin John market.

Associate Broker | Green Designation

MICKIE
SIMPSON

If you are thinking about selling your home, either

soon or in the future, let's talk.  I have a resident's

Kay Kemp passed away in October at age 71. 
Ten years ago Kay and Ray moved from Cabin 
Road	to	Frostburg,	MD,	Ray’s	hometown.	The	
Kemps	came	to	Cabin	John	in	the	early	70’s	with	
their three sons, John, Tommy, and Brian. Kay 
taught English at Annapolis High School and was a 
longtime substitute teacher for Montgomery County 
Public Schools. She loved helping local kids; many 
considered her a second mom. 

Ray, her husband of 43 years, is remembered by 
many of the old Cabin John boys (now middle-
aged) as the man who encouraged and coached 
them	in	sports	on	the	Clara	Barton	playing	field	
right behind his house. The kind-hearted Kemps 
took in—on a temporary basis—a few Cabin John 
boys who needed a break from stressful home 
situations.	In	later	years,	Ray	was	a	fixture	at	the	
community center, organizing table tennis and 
men’s	groups.	All	three	sons	now	live	in	Boulder	
CO;	Ray	expects	to	move	there	in	the	next	few	

months. His address is 303 E. Cannon, Lafayette 
CO, 80026. Email is annekemp@comcast.net.

Donna Zeigfinger reports that her dog Rudy won 
the fundraising contest sponsored by Salon Jean, 
and will be on the cover of their 2015 calendar. 
Proceeds go to animal causes. Rudy lives on 
Froude	Circle.

Judy Brookes of Riverside Drive is the new 
Neighborly News columnist, taking over from 
Barbara Martin	who	happily	finishes	14	years	
in that position. Thank you sooo much, Judy. 
Please send items about Cabin John residents, 
current or past, to her at judy@brookes.com 
or 301-263-0388. We need your help as star 
correspondents in reporting births, deaths, 
marriages, honors, new residents.

Editor’s Note: We gratefully acknowledge Barbara 
Martin’s support over the years as the offical den 
mother of this newsletter.
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continued on page 13
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Mike and Pat Hahn

Mike Hahn: All His Roots Are in Cabin John

by Barbara Martin

The Carlock house, at the top of 80th Street, is probably 
the	most	historic	“stately	home”	in	Cabin	John,	and	that’s	
one of several places in and around our town where Mike 
Hahn	has	lived.	Mike’s	father,	Ted,	built	many	homes	in	the	
Bethesda area. “But moving into the 200-year-old house 
was	quite	the	adventure;	there	was	always	something	to	fix.	
Whether it was replacing the windows, the electric service, 
or the boiler, it was always nasty. My father, being of the 
greatest generation, was the perfect person to tangle with 
that old house. My brother and I like to say it would have 
killed a lesser man.”

Ted Hahn built 25 houses in Kenwood and 10 in Cabin 
John, including all those on the west side of 80th Street and 
on Spring Road. “The houses on 80th Street and Spring 
Road went up on undeveloped land that my dad bought 
along with the big house.”

“I have fond memories of my old Cabin John buddies—Lee 
Hunter,	Glenn	Webb,	Don	Money,	Stevie	Marshall,	Frank	
Prather, Wayne Mason; we were all in the same homeroom 
at Pyle Middle School. We were the River Rats.”

Mike went to school at Whittier Woods, Pyle, and Churchill. 
After 2 years at Montgomery College, Mike, a top-notch 

 

 ■  SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE 
 

Holy Eucharist                                                                    8:00 a.m. 
Adult Forum and Bible Study                                                                   9:15 a.m. 
Nursery Care                                                                                                                                                      10:15 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist                                                                                                             10:30 a.m. 
Church School for All Ages                                            10:30 a.m. 

 

■  UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS  

 

Sunday, November 2, at 5:00 p.m. 
Choral Requiem Mass for the Feast of All Souls 
 

Monday, November 3, at 7:30 p.m. 
Contemplative Service in the Style of Taizé 
 

Sunday, December 7, at 5:00 p.m. 
A Service of Lessons & Carols for Advent 

 

6201 Dunrobbin Drive at MacArthur Boulevard 
Bethesda, Maryland 20816 

301.229.3770 ▪ office.redeemer@verizon.net 
www.redeemerbethesda.org 
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Cabin John Directory Coming Soon!
A	new	Cabin	John	Directory	will	be	published	next	spring.	We	need	your	family’s	information.	All	
information is optional. This info will not be made available beyond the CJ community unless someone 
buys a hard copy directory.

Names: ____________________________________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________

Children’s	names:	 ____________________________________________________________________

Primary phone number: ____________________Second phone number: _________________________

If you would like to appear in the Local Talent section of the directory, provide the following information:

Name: __________________________________________ Phone number: _______________________

Service or profession: ___________________________________________________________________

Would you like to be contacted regarding a paid ad in the directory? ______________________________

Please	send	this	form	to	PO	Box	164,	Cabin	John,	MD	20818	or	email	cjdirect@verizon.net
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4th Annual Holiday Gift Donation
by Lori Rieckelman

The SOME Holiday Gift project is back for the 
4th year! CJCA is again participating with the 
Brookmont community and SOME (So Others 
Might Eat) to provide holiday gifts for children 
in need. SOME is an interfaith, community based 
organization that helps the poor and homeless by 
providing services, education, training and shelter. 
The past 3 years Cabin John generously provided 
50 – 55 gifts. We plan to donate the same amount 
this year.

Here are the details: We will be given paper 
“ornaments” with names, ages, and gender for 
children ranging in age from infancy to teenager. 
There may be gift suggestions written on the 
ornament so please check before purchasing a gift. 
Gifts are usually in the price range of $15 to $25. 

Any dolls should be African American. Please 
supply batteries with toys, and bring no toys of 
violence (guns, pistols, etc.). Please do NOT wrap 
your gift. (The parents will wrap the gifts for their 
children with gift wrap provided by Earth Presents 
(www.earthpresents.com).Visa gift cards are great 
ideas for teenagers!

Please	DO	attach	the	child’s	name	to	your	gift.	These	
ornaments will be tied to a tree outside the Clara Barton 
Community	Center	the	first	week	of	December.	There	will	be	
a sign identifying the tree. Please do not pick an ornament if 
you cannot follow through with donating a gift. Last year there 
were several ornaments that were picked from the tree and no 
gifts	were	donated.	This	creates	difficulty	at	the	last	minute	so	
please be mindful of this.

You can bring your unwrapped gift either to the CJCA Holiday 
party on Dec. 14th or you can drop it off at my house any time 
before Dec. 16th: 6423 79th Street. There will be a bin on my 
front porch where you can leave the gifts. If you are not able to 
make it to the tree to pick up an ornament and you would like 
to donate a gift, you can either email me or call me and I can 
select a name for you. (rieckell@aol.com/301-320-6299)

This year, like last year, the CJCA will be donating all 
proceeds	from	the	raffle	at	the	Holiday	party	to	SOME	so	if	
you are unable to purchase a gift you can donate at the Holiday 
party	by	contributing	to	the	raffle.

Please consider helping out again with this worthwhile project. 
There are so many families struggling again this year and we 
are hoping that our community can help make the holidays a 
little brighter for them. Thank you! 

202.431.6365
www.ellenwilner.com 301-718-0010

Ellen Wilner

More than  

just a neighbor!

A seasoned sales professional with over 25 years experience 
who has sold Cabin John homes from $225,000 to $2.8 Million!
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by Judy WellesThen and Now

Most of us know that a few farmers owned most 
of the land in Cabin John in the early days, starting 
with land grants with names like Bite the Biter 
in the 1700s. At that time, the creek was called 
Captain	John’s	Run	and	the	river	was	called	a	
number of variations of Potowmack. There was no 
canal	until	1828,	starting	in	Georgetown	and	finally	
reaching Cumberland, Maryland, in 1850. 

Canal boats, pulled by mules, came through the 
Seven Locks (locks 8-14) of Cabin John, day 
and night, until 1924. After the Canal Company 
closed, pleasure boats came through the locks. The 
lockhouses along the Seven Locks were built in 
1830. Irish workers building the Canal, quarry men 
providing the stone, tenders of the Seven Locks, 
canal boatmen, and mule drivers and their families 
made	Cabin	John	their	home.	Families	named	
Barrett, Davis, Spong, Burgess, Burriss, Hall, and 
others were lockkeepers along the Seven Locks and 
descendents continued to live in the area. 

Some of the most industrious residents and leaders 
of the community are linked to the C&O Canal. 
Charles Benson, also known as “Judge Benson,” 
was a mule skinner and blacksmith for the C&O 
Canal Company when he bought land in Cabin John 
in 1895. 

His house was the 
first	place	people	
came across 
after passing 
the Cabin John 
Bridge Hotel in 
those early days. 
The	next	house	
on Conduit Road 
(now MacArthur 
Blvd.) was 
Thomas	Tuohey’s	
and he originally 
owned the land 
all the way to the 
Hotel. Thomas 
Tuohey had been 
a boatman on the 
canal. 

Both Tuohey and Benson had enterprising spirits. 
When	blacksmithing	no	longer	became	profitable,	
Benson	opened	a	store	on	the	second	floor	of	his	
house.	After	a	few	years,	the	store	expanded	and	
became the Cabin John Market, a community 
store with a pickle barrel that was a gathering 
place for the growing community. Years later, the 
general store had a soda fountain that attracted the 
teenagers of Cabin John after school. Today, Alpine 
Veterinary is located on the site of that community 
store. Benson went on to help found the Cabin John 
Volunteer	Fire	Department	and	the	first	Methodist	
Church in Cabin John.

Cabin John—A Canal Town

Charles Benson, U.S. Marshall
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Charles Benson’s blacksmith anvil
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Tuohey also opened a store in his house. Later his 
great-grandson, David Tuohey, turned the store 
into	a	tavern	that	became	a	center	of	activity	next	
to	the	firehouse.	Indeed,	David	Tuohey	became	the	
fire	chief.

Descendents of both of these early town leaders 
have revisited Cabin John. Last year, Jesse Crook, 
whose mother was a Tuohey, came back to 
reminisce about the family home on 79th Street. 
Recently, brothers Bruce and Bradley Benson, 
grandsons of Charles Benson, returned to see their 
grandfather’s	house	on	78th	street,	now	owned	
by Beverly Sullivan. They brought some of their 
grandfather’s	papers,	including	the	early	record	
of the formation of the Methodist Church, which 
involved about a half dozen members including 
the locktender at Lock 8, Charles Spong. They also 
brought a few photographs, including one of their 
grandfather’s	blacksmith	anvil,	now	displayed	in	
Bruce	Benson’s	home.
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Charles Benson became a deputy U.S. Marshall 
and, in 1915, a U.S. Commissioner who levied 
speeding tickets to people traveling more than 
25 miles an hour. He also ticketed a Cabin John 
resident for having a still, when liquor was banned 
during prohibition. By 1919, Benson had the 
wherewithal	to	purchase	acreage	next	to	his	store.	
Since his land was adjacent to Section 4 of Cabin 
John Park and across from Section 1, he called his 
small	development	“Benson’s	Addition	to	Cabin	
John Park.” There, he built himself a larger house 
and sold 21 other lots which never were part of 
Cabin John Park, but always part of Cabin John. 
One of his daughters, Ruth Benson Strother, lived 
on one of the lots with her family; his son Jesse 
lived on another, and his nephew lived on another. 

Cabin John has grown over the years with workers 
on the Washington Aqueduct and the Cabin John 
Bridge Hotel in the mid-1800s, new residents 
buying lots in Cabin John Park in1912-1926, 
and workers at the David Taylor Model Basin 
and returning veterans in Cabin John Gardens in 
the	1940s.	Cabin	John’s	first	apartment	building	
appeared in the 1950s, townhouses in the 
1980s and new homes continually built as 
the population grew. All of this has helped 
build	the	Cabin	John	community.	Still,	it’s	
worth remembering from time to time that 
the earliest development came from the 
industriousness of a mule skinner and boatman 
on the C&O Canal.  

 Celebrate the Season!   
Holiday Cards Calendars & Gifts 

Local Apples Squash Ciders Beer 
Perfect Wines for every Occasion 

Specialty Chocolates Stollens & more  
Cold & Flu Season Remedies 
100’s of Bulk & Sale Items! 

                www.bethesdacoop.org      301 320 2530 
                

Bethesda Coop 
      Serving Our Community since 1975!   

        Fall Wine Tastings: 
Fri. Nov. 14 & 21 Sat. 15 &22, 4-7 

Special Holiday Tasting! Wed. Nov. 26th, 2-5  
See our website for Spectacular December Tastings 
Members get 5% Discount off tasted wines 

 

NOW 

   IN
! 

3.5” x 2”
 Maintenance, upgrades
 and repair

 Networking

 Advice and instruction
 Virus/spyware protection 
 Internet safety and parental
 controls

www.dhandyman.com
support@dhandyman.com240-447-6535

www.tamzinsmithphoto.com

‘ T I S  (A LMOST )  THE  SEASON
but there’s still time to get beautiful 

portraits for holiday cards and gifts!
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Red-bellied Woodpecker

Cabin John—Rich in Woodpeckers

by Eric DinersteinLocal Nature

so lucky to live there.” Sandwiched between the 
National Park that runs along the Potomac River 
and the dense upland forest along Cabin John 
Creek, Cabin John is surely a privileged location. 
It is made even more so by the presence of many 
tall, older trees; these trees in turn attract many 
birds. It may seem ludicrous to put a dollar value 
on how much living among such a diversity 
of woodpeckers increases property values in 
Cabin John, but for a naturalist, the comparative 
value	is	considerable.	For	those	counting,	five	
woodpecker species in the backyard is quite a 
haul for almost any place on Earth, but for the 
truly lucky who live along the Potomac in winter, 
it’s	possible	to	see,	or	at	least	hear	a	sixth,	a	
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker in the woods. And 
those blessed souls who own large tracts along 
Persimmon Tree Road—especially forested 
land that abuts horse pastures studded with 
large oaks—they might be fortunate enough to 
spot a seventh species, the most beautiful local 
woodpecker of all—the now rare Red-headed 
Woodpecker.	It’s	preferred	savanna-like	habitat,	
farmland and pastures with trees and forest edge, 
has given way to subdivisions.

I once visited a ranch at the edge of the 
rainforest up the coast from Sao Paolo, Brazil, 
where a local man filled feeders with ripe 
bananas to attract birds. Within a few minutes 
we had counted 14 species of brightly colored 
tanagers. Similarly, in the mountains of Costa 
Rica I have seen a simple hummingbird feeder 
attract seven species of these nectar-fueled 
darts, each fighting for a place to drink. 
Considering that we live in less bird-rich forests 
than in coastal Brazil or the mountains of Costa 
Rica, five woodpeckers coming to your feeder 
looms even larger as a sense of how special 
Cabin John really is for birds.

Watching them now, I notice the woodpeckers 
in my backyard have no better manners than 
the Costa Rican hummingbirds—one flies 
in, the other bolts. This steady parade of 
woodpeckers and other birds in winter still 
brings out the simplest joy in us—being 
nature’s	provider.	Northern	Flicker,	I	hope	to	
see you tomorrow.

The loud drumming of the Red-bellied 
Woodpecker in the backyard can wake the 
dead. That sound sets off the hysterical banter 
of the Pileated Woodpecker living in a nest 

hole in a maple up the block, which in 
turn triggers the squeak of “sneakers 
on	a	gym	floor”	that	signifies	a	Hairy	

Woodpecker announcing his arrival. 
Soon my backyard is crowded with 
woodpeckers.	And	that’s	only	three	
of	the	five	woodpecker	species	

you may commonly see in 
your backyard, especially if 
you have a lot of big trees 
or	a	backyard	feeder	filled	
with nut-studded suet. 
Here comes the ubiquitous 
Downy Woodpecker, a 
pint-sized version of the 
Hairy, which can often be 
found	in	a	roving	phalanx	
of Carolina Chickadees, 
Tufted Titmice, and Carolina 
Wrens—what biologists 
call	a	mixed-species	flock.	

A solitary arrival scares off the Downy and 
his feeding companions, the robust Northern 
Flicker,	the	shiest	of	the	quintet	of	common	local	
woodpeckers. 

Recent neurological studies show that sustained 
watching of birds has similar physiological 
effects as mindfulness practice, such as those of 
meditating Zen masters. So there is a potential 
healing	benefit	to	the	otherwise	idle	pastime	of	
staring at your appropriately stocked bird feeder 
in	winter.	It’s	also	comforting	in	another	way:	
the food provided by your birdfeeder or backyard 
plants and berries creates the fat that birds will 
need to fuel them through the periods when 
they	would	normally	experience	their	highest	
mortality—the severe cold snaps lasting several 
days	and	exceptionally	cold	and	windy	winter	
nights.	So	while	your	food	might	extend	their	
lives,	it	may	well	add	health	benefit	and	pleasure	
to yours. 

Local residents, bird provisioners or not, often 
hear the refrain, “Oh, I love Cabin John. You are 
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Readers responded 
favorably	to	last	month’s	
Veteran’s	Day	issue	of	
the Village News. Some 
new photos were sent 
to us. At right is Virgil 
“Buck” Worsham, brother 
of Uva Cable. Buck 
enlisted in the Navy in 
1940 and was discharged 
in 1945, having served 
aboard three different 
types of ships, the tanker 
USS Kaweah, the heavy 
cruiser USS Baltimore, 
and the transport ship USS 
Cleburne.

Pictured below is Walter “Pudden” Hunter. Additionally, 
we were informed that the correct spelling of some of 
the	men’s	names	are	Gordon	and	Kenneth	Tuohey	and	
William Curtin.

w w w . m a n i o n a n d a s s o c i a t e s . c o m

R E N O V A T I O N S - A D D I T I O N S - N E W  H O M E S

C o n t a c t :  T h o m a s  M a n i o n ,  A I A

7 3 0 7  M a c A r t h u r  B l v d.  S u i t e  2 1 6
B e t h e s d a ,  M D   2 0 8 1 6
P h o n e :  3 0 1 . 2 2 9 . 7 0 0 0
F a x :     3 0 1 . 2 2 9 . 7 1 7 1

More on Cabin John World War II Veterans

240-498-1803 

* Interior & Exterior Painting 
* Windows & Doors 
* Remodeling and Carpentry 

www.go1stchoice.com 

 
Serving Cabin John                  

Since 1991! 

MHIC 39468 Insured 

Cabin John Stitching Group Continues to Grow
Cabin John has a new Stitch ‘n Bitch group for knitters 
and crocheters! A “Stitch ‘n Bitch” is just a group of 
knitters and crocheters who get together on a regular 
basis to stitch and, well, you know. All Stitch ‘n Bitch 
meetings are open to the public and are free of charge. 

We meet at the Market on the Boulevard on Mondays 
at	7	pm.	Join	us—it’s	really	fun!	I	have	some	great	
ideas for charity projects as well as some fun ways for 
us to use up our stashes!

Please	keep	in	mind	that	you	don’t	have	to	be	a	good	
knitter/crocheter	to	join	in—I’m	actually	not	very	good	
but	continue	to	knit	for	relaxation,	fun	and	comraderie.	
Questions and/or RSVP? Contact me, Judy Brookes, at 
judy@brookes.com.

“It’s only knitting and it’s one of the few times in your 
life when there are no bad consequences to a mistake.” 

—Stephanie Pearl-McPhee 
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CJCA News by Burr Gray

The next meeting of the 
CJCA will be Nov. 25 
at 7:30 pm at the Clara 
Barton Community 
Center.

Next CJCA Meeting Agenda—Support of the 
grant	proposal	by	the	Friends	of	the	Cabin	John	
Creek	(FCJC)	to	the	Chesapeake	Bay	Trust.

Minutes from Oct 28, 2014 CJCA Meeting—
CJCA VP Greg Pawlson presented the issues that 
remained	with	the	County’s	MacArthur	Blvd	
project	as	reported	in	last	month’s	(Nov)	edition	
of the Village News. Earlier that day (Oct 28), 
Greg and CJCA President Burr Gray had met with 
County personnel and walked through the items. 

The County is aware of the items that still need to 
be	addressed	and	are	focused	on	fixing	them.	The	
attendees then heard a short description of the three 
referendums on the ballot. 

Oct. 26 Haunted House—As always, the Haunted 
House scared and amazed. Over 180 kids received 
the glow necklaces that ward away the evil spirits, 
and they and their parents were provided with 
free pizza afterwards as a reward for surviving the 
ordeal. This is the 9th annual effort and all is done 
for	free.	Friends	of	the	Clara	Barton	Community	
Center	(FCBCC)	covers	the	costs,	with	ran	about	
$1000 this year. The event offered a new feature 
this year that allowed children in costumes to 
get their picture taken if desired. Of all of the 
frightening scary things there—various skeletons, 
ghouls, goblins, frogs, bats, spiders and witches—
what seems to have frightened people the most was 
the poster board in the Adult Scary tent labeled “6th 
Grade Science Project.” 

CRAB FEAST 2014
460 Meals Served

 INCOME EXPENSES NET
TICKETS
   Advanced Sales  $4,251.00   
   Door Sales  $2,355.00   

FOOD
   Crabs   $1,390.00
   Spice for Crabs   $223.69
   Chicken/Potato Salad/Cole Slaw   $928.74
   Vegetables (Bethesda Co-op)   $296.93
   Groceries/Supplies  $1,035.37

DRINKS
   Sodas/Beer/Wine $955.00   $362.92
   Lemonade $174.00   $48.18

EQUIPMENT RENTAL
   Tents/Tables  $419.70
   Grill  $146.59

OTHER
   Print Tickets  $66.57
   Permits  $60.00 
   Propane  $75.96
   Ice  $268.50
   Charcoal  $82.49

SUB  TOTAL  $7,735.00   $5,405.64 $2,329.36

CABIN JOHN MEMORABILIA
   T-Shirts/Hats/Stickers  $2,334.00 $1307.00

OTHER
   Dues  $85.00
   Donation  $10.00
   Village News  $10.00

    TOTAL $10,174.00  $6,712.64  $3,461.36 

Seeking Local Photographers/Artists

by Tim Weedlun

Production work is underway for the new Cabin 
John phone directory (see form on p.4) and, as with 
past directories, we are looking for local talent to 
provide us with artwork (photographs, drawings, 
paintings, collages, digital art, etc.) to give the 
directory a new look.

What image or images evoke 
the spirit of Cabin John 
for	you?	We’d	like	to	see	
them. Please send your 
submissions to me, either 
electronically to tim_
weedlun@msn.com or 
physically to 6511 76th 
Street. We would like 
to review entries by 
the end of the year.

Start brainstorming 
for those pictures. We look 
forward to seeing your work!
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Cabin John’s Annual

Sunday, December 14  5-7pm Clara Barton Center



Co-sponsored by the Cabin John Citizens Association 
and the Clara Barton Community Center

Celebrate the Season 
with your Cabin John Neighbors

Something for Everyone of All Ages
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PATRICIA AMMERMAN 

And associates 

Your Cabin John Realtor  
Cell 301-787-8989  

Office 301-229-4000 Ext 8306 

Top Producer 
Licensed in MD, DC & VA  

Fluent in  
English and Spanish 

 
pammerman@longandfoster.com 

I have been living in Cabin John for 17 
years and love our neighborhood 

 
Please call me  for all your Real Estate  

needs or concerns 

Real Estate Activity in Cabin John Oct - Nov 2014
Courtesy of your neighbor and realtor Patricia Ammerman.

ACTIVE:  List Price BR FB HB Lvl Fpl Gar
1 Carver Rd $565,000 2 2 1 3 0 0
6527 78th St $999,900 6 4 1 3 1 1
13 McKay Cir $1,039,000 5 3 1 3 1 1
6506 79th Pl $1,349,000 6 5 1 3 2 2
6511 78th St $1,899,000 6 6 1 4 1 2
6513 76th Pl $2,199,900 6 6 1 3 2 3

UNDER CONTRACT:
6432 Wishbone Ter $765,000 3 3 1 3 2 2
6530 75th St $922,000 5 3 1 3 2 0
6714 Tomlinson Ter $1,179,000 4 3 0 3 1 2
6604 Seven Locks Rd $1,349,000 5 4 1 3 2 2
8212 Caraway St $2,179,000 6 5 1 3 1 2

SOLD:
7640 Tomlinson Ave $649,000 4 2 1 3 1 2

Landscaping Professionals  
Dedicated to Exceptional Quality

Residential & Commercial  - Mowing & Maintenance

Landscaping - Design & Installation
Walks, Patios, Built-In Grills – Flagstone, Brick, Block/Stone
Retaining Walls – Stacked Stone, Flagstone, Block, Timber

Tree & Shrub Care – MD Licensed Tree Expert

Serving Montgomery Co. Homeowners Since 1983
Come Visit Our Web Site – www.hugheslandscaping.com

Or E-mail to info@hugheslandscaping.com

16111 Morrow Road, Poolesville MD 20837
(301) 330-4949 (O) / 301-977-4949 (F)

Hughes Landscaping
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Neighborhood ServicesNeighborhood Services

CABIN JOHN DOG WALKING: Midday walks to keep your pets happy and 
healthy. Many happy Cabin John and Carderock pet owners and their pets will 
happily give their recommendations. Call Carolyn 240-204-2953.

CHILD CARE.	Licensed	Family	Day	Care.	20	yrs.	experience,	references.	
Call Siew at 301-320-4280.

CABIN JOHN ORGANIZING. Professional Organizer and Daily Money 
Manager. Call 301-263-9482 or e-mail Melanie@dorsetwest.com for help with 
your	home	and	home	office.	Member	NAPO,	AADMM.

CreatingCreatingDelightful Landscapes
for your Outdoor Enjoyment

Delightful Landscapes
for your Outdoor Enjoyment

Mark Willcher & co., inc.
landscape designers/contractors

Building sustainable gardens for wildlife and people since 1980

www.markwillcherco.com
301-320-2040  •   mark@markwillcherco.com

Wash ingtonian aWard  Winner

tennis player from his early teens, went to Campbell 
College in North Carolina on a tennis scholarship 
but	didn’t	stay	long.	“I	didn’t	want	to	be	studying,	
it felt like a waste of time. I already knew what I 
wanted to do, and that was building with my dad.”

He had been working on the construction crews 
for years, and now jumped in full-time. “In the 
70’s,	the	County	put	a	moratorium	on	adding	
sewers and that put a stop to new building. So we 
went	into	remodeling.	And	I’m	still	doing	that	
today.”	Since	his	dad	retired	in	the	80’s,	Mike	has	
run the business. 

Mike built the beautiful house that is his home on 
78th Street. He drew up the plans and oversaw 
every	step	of	construction.	It’s	on	a	deep	half-
acre that backs up to woods—mostly trees he has 
planted—and	leads	down	to	a	floodplain,	a	wash	
that has water only when there are heavy rains. And 
behind that is Seven Locks Road which is nicely 
hidden by the thicket.

In 1996 Mike married Pat Walsh and got two 
stepsons as a bonus. Asked if he married a Cabin 
John girl, he said he married a Bethesda girl—
pretty close. Pat recently retired after a career with 
Montgomery	County	public	schools.	She’s	glad	to	
have more time with their 6 grandchildren, ages 
6-13, living in Kentlands and Urbana. She is head 
gardener on their attractive 78th Street grounds. 

Mike and Pat are generous-hearted people. They 
look after neighbors and step up to help in many 
ways.	They	do	some	traveling,	often	to	visit	Pat’s	
family	out	west.	“But	after	2	weeks	I’m	ready	to	
leave. I get homesick for Cabin John.”

Mike has never stopped playing tennis. His tennis 
spot is Cabin John Park, where a good number of 
seniors play. Some surgeries have slowed him down 
a bit, but quitting is not on the agenda.

His parents, 92 and 99, live in Tucson, Arizona 
with	his	sister,	Mary.	He	frequently	flies	out	
to visit. Another sister, Nancy, is in Arlington. 
Younger brother James is also a builder; he lives 
in Gaithersburg.

At	62,	Mike	has	no	plans	to	retire.	“I	don’t	take	on	
as many jobs as I did once, but why would I retire? 
I like what I do.” And his remodeled houses testify 
that he does it very well.

HAHN
cont. from page 3
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CERTIFIED SCHWARZKOPF COLORIST 
using only organic product lines; will come to 
you! 10 years of hair coloring, cutting and styling 
experience.	Affordable	prices	and	lot	of	local	
references. Keratin treatment also available (non-
organic, but low formaldehyde formula). Last-
minute	appointments	sometimes	available.	Female	
clients only, please. Call Denisse: 301-943-3887

BALANCE, STRENGTH and FLEXIBILITY 
are just a few things that we work on in our fun-
filled	exercise	class.	Come	join	us	at	Concord	St.	
Andrews on Tuesdays at 9:15 am. Priced as low as 
$7	a	class.	For	more	information	contact	Carolyn	at	
CarolynEvans728@gmail.com. 

BATHROOM REMODELING AND REPAIR 
American Bath Inc., family owned and operated, 
over	25	years	of	experience	in	Mont.	Co.	In	2013,	
over 48% of our business came from referrals and 
repeat customers. MHIC licensed. Call for free 
estimate, references available. 301-586-8100. 
www.americanbath.net 

COMPUTER SERVICES—DC/PC Computer 
Support offers friendly, personalized computer 
services to local residents. Services include 
maintenance, repairs, upgrades, tune-ups, new pc 
setups, virus and spyware removal, networking 
and training. Appointments are available 
mornings, afternoons and evenings. Telephone and 
e-mail support is also available. To schedule an 
appointment or learn more about our services email 
support@dc-pc.com or call Jim at 202-841-0873.

PET CARE. YOUR PET WILL THANK YOU! 
Daily walks, play dates at my home with new 
friends, overnight stays at my home or yours—
fenced-in yard means lots of playtime. I will 
pick-up and return your pet for play dates! Many 
neighborhood references. www.licksandleashes.
com. Lauren Nicholas cell 808-286-6556

To place an ad in the Village News classifieds, send 
us your ad and payment of $0.25 per word by the 
deadline. If you have questions, call Lorraine Minor 
at (301) 229-3515.

THE VILLAGE NEWS is 
published monthly except in 
July and December and is sent 
free to all 800+ homes in Cabin 
John. Others may subscribe 
for $10 per year. Send news, 
ads, letters, and subscriptions 
to: The Village News PO Box 
164 Cabin John, MD 20818 [or 
cjvillagenews@hotmail.com] 

The next deadline is 10 am, 
Wednesday, Jan. 14, for the 
issue mailing Jan. 24, 2014. 

Volunteers who make the 
Village News possible: Mike 
Miller and Tim Weedlun–
editors, Lorraine Minor–
business manager. 

Regular Contributors:  
Burr Gray, Judy Welles, Eric 
Dinerstein, Trudy Nicholson, 
Barbara Martin, Judy Brookes. 

Ads:  301-229-3515
or flminor@patriot.net or mail to 
Village News at above address

Neighborly News: 301-263-0388
or judy@brookes.com

Features/News:  301-320-1164
or cjvillagenews@hotmail.com


