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Many Thanks for a Decade of Feast Managing

Tenth Annual Haunted House Opens October 25th
by Burr Gray

The Clara Barton Community Center will hold its tenth annual HAUNTED HOUSE on Sunday, 
October 25, from 4 to 6 p.m. at 7425 MacArthur Boulevard, Cabin John. Once again, the Friends of 
the Clara Barton Community Center, in conjunction with the Montgomery County Department of 

Recreation, will create a scary experience just before Halloween!

Although all ages are welcome, children up to age 12 will probably find it 
most rewarding. Please accompany the young ones. No charge for entry. 
Fortunes will be told by CJ residents Caroline Casey, Jan Iris Smith, and 
Oona Stieglitz, witches will cast spells, zombies will abound, refreshments 
will be served, and small gift items will be handed out to kids. For those 
in costume, there will be a photo opportunity with local professional 
photographer Tamzin Smith.

For adults, we will have a small, separate section that will feature 
frightening things—trust us on this! Hope you will visit and be very 
frightened.

For more information about the location of the event, contact the Center at 
240-777-4910. 

This year’s Crab Feast marked the tenth and final 
year of volunteer Tina Rouse (shown at right with 
neighbor Jeff Rothman) as managing director. Over 
the years, Tina has coordinated an army of volunteers 
and through hurricanes, storms and fire alarms has 
made sure the show always went on. Tina said that she 
got into the Crab Feast business to meet cool people, 
and that, in fact, she had. Cabin John has benefitted 
greatly from her work and spirit. More photos of the 
2015 event can be found on p. 7. ©
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25 ...............................CJ Haunted House
 Clara Barton Center
 4 to 6 pm (see p. 1 and p. 12)

28 ......................................CJCA Meeting
 Clara Barton Center
 7:30 pm (see p. 6)

8 ...................... Bannockburn Crafts Show
 Bannockburn Clubhouse
 11 am to 4 pm (see p. 6)

8 .......................Seven Locks History Walk
 Lockhouse 10
 1 to 3 pm (see p. 11)
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Neighborly News by Judy Brookes

Ebru Bozacioglu and Gregg Willhauck of 
MacArthur Boulevard were married on September 
24 in Charlottesville VA. Their children—Aras 
(2nd year UVA student) and Sara (9 year old 
Bannockburn student)—were a huge part of the 
highly emotional ceremony which took place in 
front of a small group of friends and family at the 
Clifton Inn. Aras walked the bride down the aisle, 
Sara was the flower girl and there was poetry, 
music, tears and laughter all night long. “It was just 
such a beautiful night.”

78th Street welcomes our newest neighbors, 
who moved into the new house built on the old 
Leatherman property. Christen and Simon Wang, 
their daughter Mila and Christens’ father John 
have moved in as of September. They are looking 
forward to becoming engaged in the community.

Other new neighbors to include in the Cabin John 
Directory are: Jeffery and Jennifer Chang, 8101 
Riverside Avenue, 301-254-8936. Dan and Jessica 
Hawke, children Spencer and Camerynn, 8221 
Caraway Street, 301-320-0362.

Please send news about your family and/or 
Cabin John residents (present, past or future!) 
to Judy Brookes at judy@brookes.com or call 
301.537.4165. Births, deaths, moves, graduations, 
accomplishments, ongoing club meetings, etc!
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Ilene Photos—An International Life
by Stephanie Smart

Ilene Photos, a Cabin John resident since 1998, 
was born near Philadelphia, but spent some of 
her childhood in Greece. Ilene’s father, Steve, 
emigrated to the U.S. from Greece when he was 
15. He was born in the disputed part of Albania 
or, as the Greeks call it, Northern Epirus, and 
lived on Corfu in Greece with his older sister. 
After entering the U.S. through Ellis Island, he 
lived in Worcester, MA, then Biddeford, ME, 
where he worked in factories and drove delivery 
trucks. He eventually made his way to Detroit 
where he owned and ran a restaurant on Cadillac 
Square. His cousin arranged an introduction 
to Ilene’s mother, Catherine, who lived in 
Philadelphia. They married after a three-month 
whirlwind courtship. Ilene’s brother, John, was 
six years older and her sister, Victoria, is five 
years younger. 

Ilene first went to Greece as a toddler, when the 
family visited for six months. This is when she 
started talking, so Greek was her first language. 
When they returned to Greece when she was 
eight to stay for two years, Ilene spent the 
summer before school relearning the Greek she’d 
forgotten, though Greek was spoken at home, and 
catching up to the Greek students in math. While 
in Greece, Ilene went to an all-girls elementary 
school, her brother went to an all-boys boarding 
school, and her sister went to nursery school

When the family returned to the U.S., they settled 
in Maine, where Ilene’s father had lived years 
earlier. Ilene’s great-uncle, Pericles, lived in 
Biddeford, ME, and the family settled nearby, 
in Portland. ‘Southern Maine has a huge Greek 
community,” Ilene explained. High school was 
fine, but constrained a little by her parents, who 
wanted her to spend her free time mostly in 
Greek community activities.

When she was 14, her brother became very sick. 
At the time he attended George Washington 
University, here in D.C., and transferred to 
Boston University to be closer to home. He 
died of a form of pediatric leukemia at age 20, 
during his second year at college. This tragedy 
affected Ilene and her sister greatly. For her 
parents, the loss was devastating. ”You never 
recover from something like this, but you learn 
to carry on,” Ilene said.

As a junior in high school, she began learning 
Spanish. As a senior, she went on a school 
trip to Seville, Spain, for a spring festival. “It 
was amazing,” she said. “Flamenco dancing 
would break out in the middle of the street, and 
everyone would start singing and dancing. Cars 
would wait patiently while the dancers pulled 
us foreigners in. They’d say, ‘Oh come on! Join 
us.’” Years later she improved her Spanish when 
she lived in Guatemala with a host family for one 
month, taking classes during the day.

After high school, Ilene attended Smith College 
in Northampton, MA, where she majored in 
French. One of her earlier French teachers had 
recommended Smith as being excellent in French 
studies. Ilene had begun studying the language 
in fourth grade in Greece and continued to study 
it all through junior high and high school. After 
graduating from Smith she spent one year at the 
University of Massachusetts getting certified to 
teach. She taught high school French in a private 
school in Greenfield, MA, for three years.

She then realized she should get a masters’ 
degree if she ever wanted to achieve an 
advanced position such as heading a French 
Department, so Ilene went to Middlebury College 
in Middlebury VT. First, the master’s program 
required spending six weeks on campus, speaking 
only French, after which, the students spent 

continued on page 4
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the academic year in Paris. She’d had been in 
a “speaking only French” education setting as 
a young teenager attending a French summer 
school in Bar Harbor, ME, for two summers, 
so the Middlebury experience was somewhat 
familiar. She and her fellow students attended the 

University of Paris, Nanterre. “I liked it because 
it was actually one of the liberal branches of 
the University,” she said. “The Sorbonne,” she 
explained, “which everyone has heard of, is 
fairly conservative, and 1980/1 was a significant 
year, politically.” She was in Paris when 
Francois Mitterand was elected. ”We walked 
out to the Champs Elysee when the results were 
announced. Complete strangers were stopping 
us and giving us roses and ‘bises’ which are 
kisses on the cheek,” she said. That summer Ilene 
got a position as an assistant to the director of 
the Georgetown University Program in Dijon, 
France, so she stayed in France for several more 
months to teach and travel.

She had been to Europe several times before. 
“As kids, we were lucky because my father was 
self-employed and arranged his life so we went 
to Greece in the summers and got to know our 
relatives quite well.” During several of those 
summers, they visited the major cities of Europe, 
including London, Paris, Rome, Vienna, Munich 
and Berlin on their way to Athens. 

After getting her masters in French, and living 
in Dijon and Paris, she decided to try city living 

PHOTOS
cont. from page 3

Ilene Photos in front of Burleigh Castle, Scotland
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in the U.S. and moved to Washington. At first, 
Ilene stayed with an aunt and uncle who lived in 
Bethesda; she looked for a job teaching French 
and had a few job offers. But she decided not to 
continue teaching because she realized that while 
she wanted to teach students to communicate in 
a foreign language, the school principals’ only 
objective seemed to be high scores on the college 
boards.

Next, she found a temporary position at the 
Library of Congress, in the Office of Planning 
and Development. “Had that job been permanent, 
I probably would have stayed there forever.” 
After the temporary job ended, she worked in the 
cataloguing section, first, working on French and 
other romance language books, and eventually 
on Greek books. A friend suggested that Ilene 
apply to work at the World Bank, because she 
knew several languages. She started out as a staff 
assistant supporting two country officers and an 
economist working on the Ivory Coast. A helpful 
manager encouraged her to get her masters in 
economics, so she could progress further at the 
Bank. Ilene took the manager’s advice, getting 
her masters from George Washington University. 

Ilene worked for the World Bank for a total of 24 
years. She spent the first twelve years working 
in Francophone Africa, where her knowledge 
of French was invaluable. She worked to 
design and manage institutional development 
projects in Niger and Chad and oversaw the 
unit’s portfolio management for the unit’s other 
seven countries. Next, she spent eight years 
working in the Europe and Central Asia region, 
managing similar institutional development 
support operations for financial, enterprise and 
tax administration programs. Her last job at the 
World Bank had a worldwide focus, and covered 
all borrowing member countries, including 
administering the Japan Social Development 
Fund (JSDF). She advised project managers 
who designed operations seeking grant funding 
in social areas, e.g., education, health, small 
enterprise development, among others. As with 
all Bank operations, the program still called for 
close oversight, to make sure the beneficiaries 
were spending the money for the purposes 
intended. “I also got to travel to Latin America 
and Asia for the JSDF. I took some vacation time 
on one trip and visited Angkor Wat which was at 
the very top of my bucket list.” 

Ilene enjoyed working at the World Bank. “It 
was nice to work for a good cause. Also, I loved 

working for an international organization, with 
many different nationalities. On any one day, I 
could speak two or three languages. 

Travel was exhausting, demanding and exciting. 
“Traveling can be a double-edged sword. There 
was definitely a not-so glamorous side,” she 
said, explaining that she once contracted Dengue 
Fever. She’s happy that she managed to avoid 
malaria which others contracted despite taking 
precautions. Sometimes, she said, you’d take a 
seven-hour flight to Paris, then another seven 
hours to Africa , arrive at 2:30pm and go directly 
to the first of several meetings that would go on 
into the evening. 

Ilene left the bank in late 2006 because she had 
surgery coming up and wanted to take as much 
time as she needed recovering. She’d intended 
to go back to teaching, and did substitute teach 
ESL for a short time, before deciding to spend 

w w w . m a n i o n a n d a s s o c i a t e s . c o m

R E N O V A T I O N S - A D D I T I O N S - N E W  H O M E S

C o n t a c t :  T h o m a s  M a n i o n ,  A I A

7 3 0 7  M a c A r t h u r  B l v d.  S u i t e  2 1 6
B e t h e s d a ,  M D   2 0 8 1 6
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continued on page 13
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CJCA News by Burr Gray

The next meeting of the 
CJCA will be Oct. 28 
at 7:30 pm at the Clara 
Barton Community 
Center.

Next CJCA Meeting Agenda—1) Financial 
summary of Crab Feast, 2) Goals and 
identification of most important issues for CJCA 
for next year; possible issues to focus on: (a) 
evening rush hour traffic backup on the Cabin 
John Bridge, (b) replacing the exhibits in the 
Post Office with new photos, (c) increasingly 
occurring stormwater runoff issues.

Summary of Minutes from the CJCA Meeting 
of Sept 23, 2015: No meeting was held.

 

 

LISAN MARTIN THERAPY 
Lisan Martin, MSW, a psychotherapist with over 

twenty-five years of experience, provides 
counseling to individuals, couples and families.   
A Cabin John resident, Lisan sees clients at her 
offices in Cabin John and Woodley Park, DC. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

www.lisanmartintherapy.com 
        7707 MacArthur Boulevard, Cabin John, MD 20818 

     2607 Conn. Avenue, N.W. Washington, DC 20008 
www.lisanmartintherapy.com 

202-537-6614 

November 8 Bannockburn Craft Show
The 18th annual sale will benefit the restoration and maintenance of a 
community center serving West Bethesda—the historic Bannockburn 
Clubhouse. On sale are jewelry, baskets, clothing, woodcuts, hand-
blown glass, knitware, purses, ceramics, baked goods, condiments and 
honey. 11 to 4, Sunday, Nov. 8, at the clubhouse, 6314 Bannockburn 
Dr., Bethesda 20817. For more information, call 301-229-4045.
 

—Claudia Levy
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Peg Jobst ended up buying the very last of the famous CJ hats, but Burr Gray 
promises that more of the popular items will be ordered.
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Nyla Gibbons enjoys a cracker at the CJ crab feast.
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Judith Bell and Kathleen Black at work in the kitchen.
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Scenes From This Year’s Crab and Chicken Feast

The Starlight Orchestra provided musical 
entertainment. Shown here is bass player Kathy.

Liam and Lucca Gilbert feasting on crabs.

Pam and Miranda Davis relax in the shade. Pam is a 
familiar face, working at the Cabin John Post Office.
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Witch Hazel flowers, leaves and exploding seed pods

Bewitched

by Eric DinersteinLocal Nature

take to botanist and hiker alike. What madness, 
what evolutionary explanation could there be for 
a plant to flower just before the onset of winter? 
Could there possibly be a beetle or a gnat still alive 
at this time of year to pollinate these stunning, 
spicy-smelling flowers? The cold nights of 
November finish off most of the flying insects and 
the migratory butterflies headed south long ago. So 
pardon the expression, but how could any plant be 
so dense and still persist?

One possibility: a disgruntled sorcerer cast a spell 
on the Witch Hazel, directing it to bloom only in 
fall—long after the last aster and goldenrod, when 
no other plant was flowering. A better explanation 
would invoke not spells but the first and only law of 
nature: there is an exception to every rule in nature. 

Looking for the exceptions in nature and explaining 
them can lead to the most fruitful field biology. 
At its heart, field biology is detective work. Either 
you follow clues to solve a puzzle or, through keen 
observation, you note phenomena that later, when 
a question is posed, helps you to sift through the 
evidence to construct a plausible answer, even if the 
original intent of the field study was something else 
entirely. One of the cleverest naturalists around, 
Bernd Heinrich, inadvertently discovered in 1987 
the answer to the riddle of pollination while on a 
different investigation, out at night in the sub-zero 
temperatures of a Maine winter to learn how the 
insects that were active stayed warm at night. His 
focus was on owlet moths. These intrepid relatives 
of butterflies hide during the day under a blanket 
of leaves, and go into torpor, allowing their body 
temperatures to drop to that of their surroundings. 
At night they must warm themselves up to head 
off into the freezing cold to search for food. This 
warm-up requires periodic bouts of perching and 
“shivering” sessions, like humans do to keep 
warm, but the tiny moths must raise their body 
temperature sometimes as much as 50° F in order 
to fly. Once airborne they scan the forest for injured 
trees and feed on the oozing sap. While following 
the owlet moths, Heinrich discovered them tasting 
the blossoms of Witch Hazel. As the moths shifted 
from one plant to another to feed on the blossoms, 
they fertilized the flowers. Flowering in late fall 
must have some selective advantage. The pollinator 
pool may be much depleted but the faithfulness and 

As a young child, I was puzzled by the bottle in 
our medicine cabinet labeled “Witch Hazel.” My 
first idea was that doctors had distilled the potions 
of a witch named Hazel into this home remedy 
that was said to have a healing effect. Hazel, I 
reckoned, must have been a good witch. Only later, 
when I made the mistake of rolling in poison ivy 
or returning home from camp covered in insect 
bites, did I appreciate the soothing properties 
of this extract. Witch Hazel, I later learned, can 
be used to treat many other ailments and skin 
irritations, and has a long history as a medicinal. 
Native Americans, for example, extracted the juice 
from the bark and roots and perhaps passed the 
knowledge of this astringent on to Captain John 
Smith and other settlers. 
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Anyone walking along the Cabin John Creek trail 
in Autumn can easily spot the witch hazel growing 
in abundance on rocky, north-facing slopes. First, 
look for the brilliant leaves turning various shades 
of purple, red, and burgundy. Witch Hazels are 
one of the most beautiful fall foliage plants in our 
native flora.

But it is after the leaves have fallen to the forest 
floor that the plant’s true magic begins to be 
revealed. Around late October or early November 
in our area, lacy, narrow yellow petals emerge from 
the branches. This showy display sparks a double 
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reliability of the owlet moths to move the Witch 
Hazel’s pollen must be the basis for what seems to 
us an abnormal flowering time.

Next to the flowers are the fruits of the Witch 
Hazel, present in little capsules near the blossoms 
(the Latin name for Witch Hazel is Hamamelis, 
meaning flowers and fruits present at the same 
time). Almost as puzzling as the pollination of 
Witch Hazel is how its seeds are dispersed. Not 
by bird nor beast, but by their own action: if you 
are standing beside one in winter you may hear 
the pop of a seed pod exploding and see its seeds 
flung as far as 30 feet! I have yet to find a tally of 
the world’s 250,000 species of flowering plants that 
rely for dispersal of their seeds on propulsion but 
Witch Hazel is not alone: even our native Wisteria 
is a cannoneer of sorts, as is Spotted-touch-me-
not (Impatiens) and the appropriately named 
Jumpseed (Persicaria virginiana). The sound of 
seeds shooting out of the capsules gives the plant 
another common name, Snapping Hazel. All this 
jumping has an evolutionary explanation: to propel 
the seeds far from the base of the parent gives them 
a better chance to germinate than if they piled up 
underneath for the benefits of hungry chipmunks.

Its brilliant fall colors, out-of-synch flowers, 
mysterious nocturnal winter pollinator, and 
explosive seed showers make the spell of Witch 
Hazel almost irresistible even without the plant’s 
evocative name. What a perfect natural contribution 
to Halloween when owlet moths and real witches 
are flying.

 

 ■  SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE 
 

Holy Eucharist                                                                    8:00 a.m. 
Adult Forum and Bible Study                                                                   9:15 a.m. 
Nursery Care                                                                                                                                                        9:15 a.m. 
Choral Eucharist                                                                                                              10:30 a.m. 
Church School for All Ages                                            10:30 a.m. 

 

■  UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS 

 

Sunday, November 1, at 5:00 p.m. 
Choral Requiem Mass for the Feast of All Souls 
 

Monday, November 2, at 7:30 p.m. 
Taizé Service & Healing Rite 
 

Thursday, November 26, at 9:30 a.m. 
A Service of Thanksgiving with Holy Eucharist 

 

6201 Dunrobbin Drive at MacArthur Boulevard 
Bethesda, Maryland 20816 

301.229.3770 ▪ office.redeemer@verizon.net 
www.redeemerbethesda.org 

 

Hey Mac, How Do You Capitalize That Again?

It’s a street that’s familiar to all of us, but it’s rendered differently on street 
signs depending on where you happen to be on it. Above are some variations.
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by Judy WellesThen and Now

Lock 21 and Cabin John

Who remembers Swains Lock, just a few miles past 
Potomac, Maryland, off River Road, the once-
nearby place to rent canoes on the canal? There 
was a house, a concession stand and small dock for 
canoes. The house had actually been the lockhouse 
for the lock tenders that had opened Lock 21 for 
canal boats during the years the canal operated. 
Members of the Swain family had lived at that 
Lockhouse around 1910 when Jesse Swain was a 
lock tender. Swain descendents continued to live in 
the lockhouse, and much later opened a concession 
selling snacks and renting canoes until 2006. The 
road and lock became known as Swain’s Lock.

The C&O Canal National Historical Park and 
the Canal Trust recently announced that the 

lockhouse at Lock 21 will be the next one 
restored for overnight guests as part of the Canal 
Quarters program. There are currently six restored 
lockhouses where people can stay and experience a 
piece of history, including Lockhouse 10 in Cabin 
John. Lockhouse 21 will be the seventh Canal 
Quarters. 

Extended canal families often were found at nearby 
locks, and the history of those who tended Lock 21 
is connected to Cabin John. Jesse Swain’s younger 
brother John Swain, tended Locks 10 and 14 along 
the Seven Locks around 1890. John’s other brother 
Bill accidentally knocked him into one of the locks 
and he drowned. Clearly, canal life was hard and 
often sad.

The Swain family had many roles in the early C&O 
Canal, including as boatmen and lock tenders at 
several locations. Jesse Swain first tended the lock 
at Great Falls before coming to Lock 21 where 
he was the locktender at the time canal operation 
ended in 1924. 

There is also another connection to Cabin John. 
The lock tender at Lock 21 before Jesse Swain was 
John Henry Sipes, born in 1853. He was at Lock 21 
when the lock was called “Gibbs Lock,” likely for 
an earlier family. He was well-known at the time for 
entertaining fisherman, according to an obituary. He 
died in 1903, at age 50, having drowned in the canal 
while closing the lock after a boat passed. He left a 
widow and six children. Another sad story.

Two of the lock tender’s sons, John and Walter 
Sipes, and several grandchildren later lived in Cabin 
John, including former resident Betty Sipes Peck 
who continues to have friends in the area. Betty’s 
niece Rita Hunter has chronicled their family 
history at Lock 21, and C&O Canal Association 
volunteer William Baumann has provided additional 
historical research on the Sipes family, which can 
be found online. 

As part of the Canal Quarters program, Lockhouse 
21 will be rehabilitated and furnished to depict 
a specific time period of Canal history, which 
encompasses the years between 1830-1954. Canal 
Trust volunteers will research and locate the period 

240-498-1803 

* Interior & Exterior Painting 
* Windows & Doors 
* Remodeling and Carpentry 

www.go1stchoice.com 

 
Serving Cabin John                  

Since 1991! 

MHIC 39468 Insured 

Lock 21 Swains Lock
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The Market 
On The Boulevard 

Gourmet Delicatessen ·  Beer & Wine Shop · Bistro & Café

Great Sandwiches · Bibimbap · Bulgogi · Japchae · Noodles & more 
Place for everyone!  Featuring ; Great sandwiches featuring premium grade Boars 
Head Deli Products.  Gourmet snacks, chips, and drinks.  Huge Selections of 
beverages, domestic and imported beer  & wine.  Daily prepared meals, salads, and 
snacks.  International food selections. Fruit Smoothies, coffee from espresso bar, and 
Flavor Burst Soft Ice-cream, Catering Menu for Party and artistic presentation of 
selections.

  
Wine served by glasses or bottle with retail price. 

Commitment To Excellence 

The Market On The Blvd 
7945 MacArthur Blvd.  
Cabin John, MD 20818 

(301) 229-2526 
www.themarketon.com 

themarketontheblvd@gmail.com 

202.431.6365
www.ellenwilner.com 301-718-0010

Ellen Wilner

More than  

just a neighbor!

A seasoned sales professional with over 25 years experience 
who has sold Cabin John homes from $225,000 to $2.8 Million!

furnishing. Since the lockhouse is larger than 
others, with a 20th Century addition, it will have 
multipurpose use for educational programs 
for children and also for overnight guests. 
Visitors are able to spend up to three nights in a 
lockhouse for a nightly fee.

Because Lockhouse 21 is in need of major 
structural and architectural repairs, the C&O 
Canal Trust is partnering with the Friends of 
the Historic Great Falls Tavern and the C&O 
Canal Association to raise $100,000 for the 
rehabilitation. The C&O Canal Trust has 
committed to raise $75,000 of that amount. 
Funds raised will be matched by the National 
Park Service’s Centennial funds.

Seven Locks and Cider at  
November 8 History Walk

Walk the Seven Locks of the C&O Canal 
on Sunday, November 8, 1-3 p.m., and hear 
stories about its unique engineering, local 
history, and life on the canal. Stay for hot cider 
at Lockhouse 10 (parking on Clara Barton 
Parkway). Local author Judy Welles, a Canal 
Trust board member, will lead this free tour of 
the historic lockhouse and Seven Locks. Meet 
at Lockhouse 10 at 1 pm. (No raindate) RSVP 
for first 25 people: Judywelles@verizon.net. 

John Henry Sipes
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At the Clara Barton Community Center  

10th Annual Haunted House
on 

Sunday, October 25, 2015, 4 pm to 6 pm 
The Clara Barton Community Center will hold its tenth annual Haunted House on 

Sunday, October 25, from 4 pm to 6 pm at 7425 MacArthur Boulevard, Cabin John. 

Once again, the Friends of the Clara Barton Community Center,
in conjunction with the Montgomery County Department of Recreation, 

will create a scary experience on Halloween!

Although all ages are welcome, children up to age 12 will probably find it most rewarding.  
Parents, please accompany the young ones.  No charge for entry. Fortunes will be told by CJ residents 

Caroline Casey, Jan Iris Smith, and Oona Stieglitz, witches will cast spells, zombies will abound, 
refreshments will be served, and small gift items will be handed out to kids. For those in costume, there 

will be photo opportunity with local professional photographer Tamzin Smith.  

For adults, we will have a small, separate section that will feature frightening things—yes!  
Hope you will visit and be very frightened!

For more information about the event, 

contact the Center at (240) 777-4910. 
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Innovative 
Landscapes

for 
Outdoor Living

Building sustainable gardens for birds, 
wildlife and people since 1980.

Mark Willcher & co., inc.
landscape designers/contractors

www.MarkWillcherCo.com
301-320-2040 

Mark@MarkWillcherco.com

2014  Best  of  Bethesda  award  winner
+

wash ingtonian award  winner

more of her time with her mother, who lived in 
North Palm Beach, FL. She got to see her mother 
graduate from Palm Beach Community College 
(at the age of 89) and they traveled together and 
with Victoria. 

“It was a lot of fun, and my mom had a great 
quality of life until the very, very end.” Ilene’s 
mother died in 2011 at 91. Her father, who died 
in l995, also lived to be 91.” I wish my dad could 
have lived to see my home here in Cabin John,” 
she said. “He’d have loved it.”

Ilene has always enjoyed singing—in Greek, 
with her father on Sunday drives, in the Greek 
Orthodox Church choir in Portland, and in an a 
cappella group at Smith College. But she then 
traveled so much for the Bank that there was 
never time to pursue her love for singing. In 
the last years of Ilene’s World Bank tenure, she 
traveled less, so she auditioned and appeared in 
several productions of Hexagon, which stages 
Washington’s only “Original Political, Satirical, 
Musical Comedy Revue.” Hexagon is an all-

volunteer, non-profit organization active in D.C. 
since l955. Its purpose is to let its members 
have fun entertaining and to raise funds for local 
charities. “There are other groups in DC that do 
political satire, but Hexagon is unique in that 
the show presents original music, lyrics and 
skits written by the membership. They’ve been 
donating to local charities for 60 years and I’m 
proud to be a part of this. It’s a lot of fun.”

She also appeared in several Gilbert & Sullivan 
productions put on by the Capital Hill Arts 
Workshop (CHAW), appearing as the Duchess in 
The Gondoliers, and Private Willis in Iolanthe. 
She recently started taking voice lessons again 
and is singing closer to home in Rockville in the 
Victorian Lyric Opera Company’s production 
of Strauss’ The Gypsy Baron. Ilene has also 
been in the choir of the River Road Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation since l998.

Ilene is close to her sister Victoria, who lives 
in Vienna, VA. Victoria also speaks several 
languages and has worked in several foreign 

PHOTOS
cont. from page 5

continued on page 15
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Landscaping Professionals  
Dedicated to Exceptional Quality

Residential & Commercial  - Mowing & Maintenance

Landscaping - Design & Installation
Walks, Patios, Built-In Grills – Flagstone, Brick, Block/Stone
Retaining Walls – Stacked Stone, Flagstone, Block, Timber

Tree & Shrub Care – MD Licensed Tree Expert

Serving Montgomery Co. Homeowners Since 1983
Come Visit Our Web Site – www.hugheslandscaping.com

Or E-mail to info@hugheslandscaping.com

16111 Morrow Road, Poolesville MD 20837
(301) 330-4949 (O) / 301-977-4949 (F)

Hughes Landscaping

 
PATRICIA AMMERMAN 

Your Cabin John Realtor  
Cell 301-787-8989  

Office 301-229-4000 Ext 8306 

Top Producer 
Licensed in MD, DC & VA  

Fluent in  
English and Spanish 

 
pammerman@longandfoster.com 

Call PATRICIA, an agent who is HIGHLY    
EXPERIENCED in CABIN JOHN and THE   

GARDENS, it’s Amenities, Parks, and every-
thing that makes CABIN JOHN so special.   

 
EXPERIENCED, PASSIONATE, INTEGRITY, 

SKILLED NEGOTIATOR! 

Real Estate Activity in Cabin John Sept-Oct 2015
Courtesy of your neighbor and realtor Patricia Ammerman.

ACTIVE:  List Price BR FB HB Lvl Fpl Gar
6934 Seven Locks Rd $750,000 3 1 0 2 0 0
7516 Arden Rd $765,000 3 2 1 2 1 0
7909 Cypress Grove Ln $825,000 5 3 1 3 1 2
6421 83rd Pl $862,000 4 3 1 3 1 1
1 Carver Rd $915,000 4 3 1 3 1 0
8009 Cypress Grove Ln $920,000 4 4 0 4 1 2
6527 78th St $925,000 6 4 0 3 1 1
7900 Cypress Grove Ln $948,900 4 3 2 3 1 2
7701 Tomlinson Ave $1,280,000 6 5 1 4 1 2
2 Russell Rd $1,350,000 4 4 1 3 1 1

UNDER CONTRACT:
27 Froude Cir $525,000 3 1 0 1 0 0
6405 81st St $1,199,000 5 3 1 3 1 2
6533 79th Pl $1,239,000 5 4 1 3 3 0

SOLD: 
5 Webb Rd $469,000 2 1 0 1 0 0
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Neighborhood ServicesNeighborhood Services

LEGAL CONSULTANT/ATTORNEY: Retired general counsel of 
international company is now providing legal services to small businesses and 
start-ups. Contact Judith Sapir 301-229-1450; judysapir@outlook.com.

GET THE STRESS OUT MASSAGE THERAPY is offering massage 
in your home for only $85.00/hr. Gift Certificates available. Please call 
Dominique at 301-728-5367.

CABIN JOHN DOG WALKING: Midday walks to keep your pets happy and 
healthy. Many happy Cabin John and Carderock pet owners and their pets will 
happily give their recommendations. Call Carolyn 240-204-2953.

CHILD CARE. Licensed Family Day Care. Over 20 yrs. experience, 
references. Call Siew. 301-320-4280.

CABIN JOHN ORGANIZING. Professional Organizer and Daily Money 
Manager. Call 301-263-9482 or e-mail Melanie@dorsetwest.com for help with 
your home and home office. Member NAPO, AADMM

ALL  ARE  WELCOME 
Farm Fresh  Produce & Breads  
Gourmet & Organic Groceries      

  Best Wine & Beer Selection in Town 
Fantastic Cheese & Deli Selection 

Calendars Datebooks Great Cards & Gifts 
  

Wine Tastings:  
Oct. 16, 17, 23 & 24  Nov. 14, 21 & 25 

Visit our Website: bethesdacoop.org &  
   join our email list for Store Updates 

Holiday Wine & Seasonal Beers  

       www.bethesdacoop.org    301 320 2530 

Bethesda Coop 
Part of our Community since 1975! 

SUPER SALES Throughout the Store! 

BALANCE, STRENGTH and 
FLEXIBILITY are just a few things that 
we work on in our fun-filled exercise class. 
Come join us at Concord St. Andrews on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 9:15 am. Priced 
as low as $8 a class. For more information 
contact Carolyn at CarolynEvans728@
gmail.com.

PET CARE. YOUR PET WILL THANK 
YOU! Daily walks, play dates at my home 
with new friends, overnight stays at my 
home or yours – fenced-in yard means lots 
of playtime. I will pick-up and return your 
pet for play dates! Many neighborhood 
references. www.licksandleashes.com, 
Lauren Nicholas cell 808-286-6556.

To place an ad in the Village News 
classifieds, send us your ad and 
payment of $0.25 per word by the 
deadline. If you have questions, call 
Lorraine Minor at (301) 229-3515.

Classifeds 
(continued from back page)

PHOTOS
cont. from page 13

countries, giving Ilene the opportunity to visit 
Brazil and Mexico. As children, the two were not 
as close, because of the five-year age difference, 
but have had a very close relationship as adults 
and, very fortunately, travel well together. They 
both are very interested in history and have 
gone on several trips to the Mideast, around the 
Mediterranean and Central America to focus 
on archaeological sites. Lately, they have been 
enjoying traveling to castles in Europe, in recent 
years visiting England, Scotland, southern 
France, and Luxembourg. In 2016, they are 
planning to visit castles in Spain. Ilene likes 
visiting castles “because of the intersection of 
history and beautiful architecture, though we like 
ruined castles most of all.”

Even though she’s traveled all over the world, 
Ilene is always happy to return home to Cabin 
John.” I love it here,” she said.
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Cabin John, MD 20818, USA

PRSRT STD
US Postage Paid
Cabin John, MD

Permit 4210

www.cabinjohn.org

FOR RENT Two bedroom accessary apartment. 
No smoking and no pets. $1000 per month.  
301-229-1269.

GUN DESTRUCTION SERVICE FREE Long 
time Cabin Johner seeks unwanted firearms for 
destruction. Will melt and bash guns to destroyed 
condition and use the remains to create a Peace 
Sculpture in Community—This is the safest most 
ethical stewardship of these toxic substances. 
With 300 million guns in the US, this one gun at 
a time approach is the way we can help. Call for 

an appointment for collection and to witness 
destruction. Kevin Kearney lotusman1951@
yahoo.com 301-229-8820

PSYCHOTHERAPY IN CABIN JOHN: Lisan 
Martin, MSW provides individual, couples and 
family therapy at her Cabin John office, as well as 
in Woodley Park, D.C. More about Lisan can be 
found on her website, www.lisanmartintherapy.
com, or contact her at 202-537-6614.

COMPUTER SERVICES – DC/PC Computer 
Support offers friendly, personalized computer 

services to local residents. Services 
include maintenance, repairs, upgrades, 
tune-ups, new pc setups, virus and 
spyware removal, networking and training. 
Appointments are available mornings, 
afternoons and evenings. Telephone 
and e-mail support is also available. To 
schedule an appointment or learn more 
about our services email support@dc-pc.
com or call Jim at 202-841-0873.

THE VILLAGE NEWS is 
published monthly except in 
July and December and is sent 
free to all 800+ homes in Cabin 
John. Others may subscribe 
for $10 per year. Send news, 
ads, letters, and subscriptions 
to: The Village News PO Box 
164 Cabin John, MD 20818 [or 
cjvillagenews@hotmail.com] 

The next deadline is 10 am, 
Wednesday, Nov. 11, for the 
issue mailing Nov. 21, 2015. 

Volunteers who make the 
Village News possible: Mike 
Miller and Tim Weedlun–
editors, Lorraine Minor–
business manager. 

Regular Contributors:  
Burr Gray, Judy Welles, Eric 
Dinerstein, Trudy Nicholson, 
Barbara Martin, Judy Brookes. 

Ads:  301-229-3515
or flminor@patriot.net or mail to 
Village News at above address

Neighborly News: 301-263-0388
or judy@brookes.com

Features/News:  301-320-1164
or cjvillagenews@hotmail.com

continued on page 15


