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Come enjoy some holiday cheer with your friends 
and neighbors at the annual CJ Holiday Party. 
While the highlight of the evening is Santa, who 
comes down off his fire truck to visit with the kids 
and pass out treats, there is always plenty of other 
fun for attendees of all ages. 

The free festivities include a sing-along, crafts, a 
selfie station, and a delicious assortment of food 
and drink, including sushi, subs, and sweets as 
well as pizza and veggie platters. The raffle to raise 
funds for SOME (So Others Might Eat) keeps 
getting bigger and better. Tickets are $1 each or 12 
for $10. At last year’s event, 13 participants won 
prizes valued between $50 and $400.  

Sponsored by the Cabin John Citizens Association, 
the party will be held at the Clara Barton 
Community Center from 5 pm to 7 pm on Dec. 
10. We need help to make this party a success. 
To volunteer, please contact Susan Shipp at 
jsjshipp3@verizon.net or 301-320-5106. 

Cabin John to Celebrate the Season December 10

CJ Holiday Craft Show Setting Up Shop Dec. 3
by Leslie Barden
Mark your calendar now! The annual holiday craft 
show is coming to the Clara Barton Community 
Center Dec. 3 from 1 pm to 5 pm. This year’s 
show will feature the work of fifty local artisans. 

It is a great way to shop 
locally for imaginative 
holiday gifts and to meet 
the artists, crafters, and 
authors who created 
them. Admission is free 
and there is plenty of 
parking!

The show will feature 
jewelry, paintings, prints, 
photographs, glass, fiber 
arts, pottery, wood crafts, 
hand knit sweaters, 
scarves, toys, baby items, 
home decor, and books 

by local 
authors. 
There also 
will be 
yummy 
edibles, 
including 
cookies, 
jam, and 
honey from 
beehives in 
Bethesda. 

The show is presented by the Friends of Clara 
Barton Community Center, an all-volunteer non-
profit charity. All proceeds support events and 
programs at the center. We welcome volunteers 
to help with the show and a few spaces are still 
available for artisans. If interested, please call 
Leslie Barden, Craft Show Chair, at 301-365-1311 
or email cbcc.craftshow@verizon.net.

CJ resident John Walter Kingscott will 
be back this year with his beautiful inlaid 
wooden serving boards.
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CJ To Hold Turkey Trot on Thanksgiving Day

Come join this family-friendly fun run and greet 
some neighbors Thanksgiving morning! 
¡ Start/Finish: CJ Park at the one-lane bridge
¡ Start Time: 10:00 am
¡ Distance: 2.5 mile fun run/1 mile Tot Trot

Just show up; no registration or fee!



2

The Village News

by Rachel DonnanThen and Now

Whenever I stroll around the block with 
our energetic pup Toby, he always 
lingers at the foot of one particular 

driveway on Caraway Street. He'll gaze up at me 
then back again towards the drive. It's the home of 
Danny Harris and his wife Margaret Castle. More 
importantly, it's 'Danny's Doggie Oasis---Treats 
+ Water and Love + Rest,' where Toby is always 
guaranteed a biscuit and a friendly scratch behind 
the ears. Having once had five dogs of his own, it's 
no surprise the neighborhood canines love Danny.

Danny, now 92, has lived in Cabin John for some 
60 years. When my husband Shawn bought our 
home on 81st Street---the kids and I were still 
living in London---he delighted in the fact that 
the “Honorary Mayor of Cabin John,” proclaimed 
by the wooden sign that hangs on Danny's front 
gate, lived up the road. It was one of many quirky 
details Shawn mentioned in describing Cabin 
John. Adjacent to his thriving flower and vegetable 
garden, now filled with colourful mums, Danny's 
driveway is reserved for not only visiting dogs but 
his handcrafted wood bird shelters: red, purple, 
blue, orange and yellow, of various shapes and 
sizes, sit upon a table. Danny has been making and 
selling his birdhouses for five years. They dot the 
front yards up and down our street and his, and 
have even made it as far as Amsterdam, France, and 

Danny Harris: Cabin John's Honorary Mayor . . . and 
Dog's Best Friend

Italy via family and friends of Cabin John residents. 
I too have given his rustic birdhouses as gifts, 
several of which now welcome feathered friends in 
(not so comparably exotic) New Jersey. 

Danny and Margaret, now 87, have been married 
for 13 years, a second marriage for both. As 
children growing up in Maryland, they both faced 
hardship while young and lived with various  
foster families. Danny was one of nine, and as 
times were tough, he and his siblings (with the 
exception of the youngest) were all sent to foster 
homes. He lived with several different families, and 
a large chunk of his childhood was spent on a farm 
in rural Maryland where he worked hard baling 
hay stacks in the fields. Remarkably, Danny and 
Margaret briefly attended Glenmont Elementary 
School (since demolished) near Silver Spring at  
the same time. 

Danny settled in Cabin John in 1956, purchasing his 
house for $7,800. The house, which he shared with 
his first wife Virginia and their four children, has 
expanded over the years with several additions. He 
remembers Caraway as a quiet street with densely 
wooded areas across Persimmon Tree Road. 

Margaret's first husband Bill ran the Quick Food 
Shop (now the Captain's Market). Both Danny 
and Margaret once worked at the David Taylor 
Model Basin and have seen Cabin John change 
throughout the years, emphatically “for the better.” 
As Margaret recalls, once you crossed the Cabin 
John Bridge, it was a different world here filled 
with “roughies and toughies” hanging out at the 
soda fountain (now Alpine Vet) and Tuohey's 
Tavern. Danny and Margaret reconnected after both 
were widowed; she'd invited him for Thanksgiving 
dinner, he had other plans so took a raincheck. But 
he cashed that in shortly after, and they've been 
together ever since.

A proud World War II veteran, Danny enlisted in 
the Navy in 1943. Five of his brothers were also 
veterans: two enlisted in the Army, one in the Air 
Force, and two others in the Navy. All returned 
home safely from the war. 
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Danny Harris with several Cabin John canine visitors.
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From 1943 to 1946 Danny served on the USS 
Winslow, first on look-out watches and then as 
a gunner's mate. A porter-class destroyer that 
patrolled parts of the Atlantic, the USS Winslow 
engaged in anti-submarine warfare and searched 
for blockade runners that supplied rubber to the 
German forces. It later escorted convoys between 
New York and England and Ireland. Danny recalls 
the time the USS Winslow docked in Liverpool. 
Because space was tight, it was tied up alongside 
several British frigates. The British sailors had to 
cross the USS Winslow to reach their ships. While 
Danny was standing guard along the gangway, 
Winston Churchill boarded the ship. Danny gave 
him a rifle salute. Churchill shook his hand and said 
“You're doing a good job, Laddy.”

American flags and WWII memorabilia are 
scattered throughout Danny's yard and home, 
symbols of his pride in serving his country. And for 
over 30 years with VFW Post 5633, of which he 
was given a life membership, he ensured U.S. flags 
line MacArthur Blvd. during patriotic holidays.

Though Danny spent his working life in plumbing 
and heating, retiring in 1985, his altruism is truly 
heroic. When devastating floods hit parts of West 
Virginia in 1985, Danny collected donations 
for the victims and drove them to West Virginia 
himself. Witnessing the needs of the flood victims 
firsthand, he and three others created a group called 
People For America. His driveway and garage on 
Caraway Street served as a collection point for any 
supplies that would help: from food and clothing 
to building materials from tear downs. Builder 
friends and residents contributed mountains of 
supplies. He spent weeks hauling donations with 
his own vehicle, even managing to get local moving 
companies to assist with transport. Staying several 
weeks at a time, he helped to build a number of 
houses for victims. 

Danny continued helping disadvantaged families 
and the elderly in rural Maryland as a Vice 
President of the Interfaith Consortium of Greater 
Cumberland. For years after the West Virginia 
floods, he continued collecting salvaged building 
materials that could be used in providing homes to 
those facing hardships. Giving items a new life for 
those most in need became a priority. In 1998, he 
received the Governor's Award for his charitable 
efforts. (Margaret proudly notes that he's received 
three Governors’ Awards). To this day, Danny's 
builder friends bring him materials from tear 
downs, from flagstone to doors to appliances,  

which Danny then sells. “If anybody needs 
anything, we've got it here,” he says. 

Though they remain closer to home these days, 
Danny and Margaret enjoy walks around the area 
and along the Potomac River. They've participated 
in the Potomac Conservancy's “Growing Native” 
initiative. Volunteers collect acorns, walnuts and 
other native tree seeds to grow seedlings, which 
are then planted along the river and in parks to 
help restore the area's native forests. Danny and 
Margaret collected nearly 28 bushels of walnuts one 
year, by far one of the largest yields. 

While birdhouses, gardening, watching sports, and 
his wife's country cooking keep Danny busy, he 
and Margaret remain grateful and engaged Cabin 
John residents who have been a part of the fabric of 
this community for decades. “We've got excellent 
neighbors,” Danny says. “Couldn't ask for better,” 
agrees Margaret. Always happy to greet human and 
canine neighbors alike, Danny embodies a spirit of 
kindness and benevolence. His bright, handcrafted 
birdhouses, like Danny himself, add a vivid burst 
of color to the neighborhood. If you happen to 
purchase one, be sure to let him know what part of 
the world it ends up in.
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CJCA News

The next CJCA meeting 
will be held at 7:30 pm 
on November 29.

Please call
Brad Klinedinst
301-656-7252

23 ...........................................Turkey Trot
 CJ Local Park
 10:00 am

29 ......................................CJCA Meeting
 Clara Barton Center
 7:30 pm

03 ..................................... CJ Craft Show
 Clara Barton Center
 1:00 - 5:00 pm

10 .......................................Holiday Party
 Clara Barton Center
 5:00 - 7:00 pm

Community
Calendar
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CJCA To Launch Block Coordinators Program
by Susan Shipp 
We all know Cabin John is a friendly community 
with a lot of heart. But the Cabin John Citizens 
Association is looking to be even more warm and 
welcoming with the creation of a block coordinators 
program. Come to the Nov. 29 CJCA meeting at 

7:30 pm in the 
community 
center to learn 
more about it. 

The aim of 
this new 

neighborhood support structure, which divides 
Cabin John up into 33 “blocks” with one or more 
coordinators, is to help welcome new families to 
Cabin John, share information about the Neighbor-
2-Neighbor assistance program, and communicate 
any block concerns or ideas to the CJCA, says 
Nancy Russell, the CJCA vice president of 
community outreach and service. Russell, who is 
spearheading this effort, has recruited 11 block 

coordinators to date.

“While the role of block coordinator should not 
be very time consuming, it is vital to creating 
more interconnectedness in our community,” says 
Russell. “It’s a great way for parents of school-age 
kids to get involved,” she added. The block system 
has been developed using the Crab Feast Advanced 
Ticket Seller structure organized by Clare Amoruso. 
The table on the next page illustrates the different 
“block” areas and the estimate of how many houses 
are in each block. If you live in one of the areas that 
needs a coordinator, please consider volunteering.

Community service also will be a focus of the 
November meeting. The CJCA wants community 
feedback on the Neighbor-2-Neighbor program, 
the CJ blood drives, and the creek cleanup it 
co-sponsors with the Friends of the Cabin John 
Creek. In addition, the CJCA wants to see if 
there is interest in doing more as a community. 
For example, we could host a Cabin John night 
at Manna Food Center, where a group of 20 – 30 
Cabin Johners could work to sort food and pack 
food boxes for distribution at the center.

During this time of Thanksgiving, please come 

to the Nov. 29 meeting to learn more about 

community service and outreach in Cabin John.



5

The Village News

The Market 
On The Boulevard 

Gourmet Delicatessen ·  Beer & Wine Shop · Bistro & Café

Great Sandwiches · Bibimbap · Bulgogi · Japchae · Noodles & more 
Place for everyone!  Featuring ; Great sandwiches featuring premium grade Boars 
Head Deli Products.  Gourmet snacks, chips, and drinks.  Huge Selections of 
beverages, domestic and imported beer  & wine.  Daily prepared meals, salads, and 
snacks.  International food selections. Fruit Smoothies, coffee from espresso bar, and 
Flavor Burst Soft Ice-cream, Catering Menu for Party and artistic presentation of 
selections.

  
Wine served by glasses or bottle with retail price. 

Commitment To Excellence 

The Market On The Blvd 
7945 MacArthur Blvd.  
Cabin John, MD 20818 

(301) 229-2526 
www.themarketon.com 

themarketontheblvd@gmail.com 

We Need You!
See an empty slot for your block? Please consider 
signing up to be a block coordinator! To find out 
more, contact Nancy Russell at nc3russell@yahoo.
com or 301-229-1716.

Cabin John 
"Blocks"

Block 
Coordinators

Est. # of 
houses

Arden Road below 75th 
Street, 75th St

1. Anne Rothman 
2.?

25

75th Place 1. Helen Harris 9
Arden Road from 75th 
St. to Tomlinson Ave.

1. ?
2. ?

16

76th Street 1. ? 13
Cabin Road, 76th Place 1. Dee Jennings

2. ?
19

The Condos 1. ?
2. ?

29

Tomlinson Avenue 1. ?
2. ?

30

77th Street 1. ? 12
Tomlinson Terrace + 
Court

1. ?
2. ?

21

78th Street north of 
MacArthur

1. Jan Smith                
2.?

17

Carver Road 1. Shannon 
Steward 
2. ?

19

Archbold Terrace 1. Burr Gray                         
2. ?

31

Cypress Grove Lane 1. Marcy Harrison
2. ?

27

Longridge Court 1. ? 12
Seven Locks Rd 
(MacArthur to 
Longridge Ct.)

1. ?
2. ?

17

Seven Locks Rd 
(Longridge Ct. to 
Cypress Grove)

1. ? 11

79th Street above 
MacArthur

1. ? 10

79th Pl, Spring St., 80th 
St

1. David Nester  
2. ?

36

81st St from MacArthur 
up to last block, 80th Pl

1. Lorraine Minor     
2. ?

31

Caraway Street, top 
block of 81st

1. ?
2. ?

16

River Trail Lane, River 
Trail Ct.

1. ?
2. ?

25

Persimmon Tree Road 1. Elaine Hornauer
2. ?

17

Cabin John 
"Blocks"

Block 
Coordinators

Est. # of 
houses

82nd Pl, 83rd Pl, 83rd 
St.

1. ?
2. ?

28

Little Leigh Ct. 1. ? 5
Riverside Avenue, 81st 
St. below MacArthur

1. Diana Carter 14

79th Street below 
MacArthur and 
Woodrow Pl.

1. ?
2. ?

19

Riverside Drive 1. ? 12
78th Street below 
MacArthur, Woodrow 
Pl

1.? 13

Wishbone Terrace 1. ?
2. ? 
3. ?

45

MacArthur Blvd from 
Tomlinson Ave to 7 
Locks

1. ? 11

MacArthur Blvd from 
7 Locks to 83rd St.

1. ? 7

The Gardens-West 1. ?
2. ?
3. ?

63

The Gardens-East 1. ?
2. ?

27
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Frightfully Fabulous Fun Had At 
Halloween Festivities

by Burr Gray
About 250 children plus assorted parents were thoroughly 
frightened as well as entertained and fed at the 12th annual 
Halloween Haunted House - a joint effort between Friends of the 
Clara Barton Community Center (FCBCC) and the Montgomery 
County Dept of Recreation, held Oct. 29.  

Our always popular fortune tellers consisting of Cabin John 
residents Caroline Casey, Jan Iris Smith, Mary Tyszkeiwicz, and 
Maris Miles mesmerized participants with their insight into the 
future. Our 30 or so student volunteers managed the games (a very 
popular new addition), served as guides through the Scary Walk, 
cast spells at the Witches Table, and performed other tasks.  Before 
entering the darkened room, kids made goodie bags to carry some 
of the candy handed out, and wore glow necklaces to ward off evil 
spirits. Those who survived the terrifying experience were treated 

continued on page 7

Cabin John residents enjoy the annual Haunted House event.
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The Old Conduit Road Does Double Duty These Days
by Susan Shipp
It turns out there are two pipes bringing some 145 
million gallons of water a day through Cabin John 
to a million customers in Washington, D.C. and 
northern Virginia. There is the original 154-year-
old Washington Aqueduct, which runs under 
MacArthur Blvd. and inside the Cabin John Bridge, 
and a second pipe, built in the mid-1920s, that runs 
under the bike path along MacArthur, according to 
Tom Jacobus, general manager of the Washington 
Aqueduct. Jacobus shared that fact along with 
many others at an enlightening presentation to 33 
attendees at the Oct. 25 CJCA meeting. 

The second pipe was added because the Army 
Corps of Engineers, which manages the water 
system, thought that Montgomery County and other 
jurisdictions were going to become customers. 
The additional customer base did not materialize, 
but the second pipe makes it easier to manage 

the system, explained Jacobus. Every two years 
employees walk inside the nine-foot pipes looking 
for cracks.  

Jacobus noted that while increased traffic on 
MacArthur Blvd. does not harm the aqueduct, 
heavy-load vehicles do stress the conduit. He asked 
that if residents see large trucks on the road they 
report it to Montgomery County Police immediately 
(See box, next page.). 

Jacobus also reported on a potential beautification 
project for the bridge. He would like to take 
down trees and cut back vegetation to make the 
bridge more visible from the parkway and the 
land adjacent to MacArthur Blvd. His plan is not 
yet set and he wasn’t looking for an endorsement 
from CJCA. However, attendees did share mixed 
sentiments about the plan, with some concerns 
raised over potential erosion. 
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To Report An Oversized Vehicle

If you see a commercial vehicle over four wheels 
or six tons on MacArthur Blvd. or the one-lane 
bridge, the Montgomery County Police ask you 
to: 

¡ Note the date, time, and cross street; 
¡ If possible, note the company name, DOT 
    number, and tag number;
¡ Call County Police Dispatch at 301-279-8000 
    so an officer can be dispatched;
¡ Send an email with the violation information to 
    john.durham@montgomerycountymd.gov.

msimpson@ttrsir.com
202.906.9865 mobile
linkedin.com/in/mickiesimpson

Friendship Heights office
301.967.3344
www.ttrsir.com

understanding of the unique Cabin John market.

Associate Broker | Green Designation

MICKIE
SIMPSON

If you are thinking about selling your home, either

soon or in the future, let's talk.  I have a resident's

240-498-1803 

* Interior & Exterior Painting 
* Windows & Doors 
* Remodeling and Carpentry 

www.go1stchoice.com 

 
Serving Cabin John                  

Since 1991! 

MHIC 39468 Insured 
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Maris Miles tells fortunes at 
the annual haunted house.

HAUNTED HOUSE
cont. from page 6

to pizza and apple 
cider, always a 
popular treat.

Many thanks to 
FCBCC Board 
member Stace 
Kimmel who 
conceived a number 
of new features and 
to other current and 
former FCBCC 
Board members 
who assisted, and 
to Barry Jones (Center Director) and his staff for 
borrowing and setting up the tents, drapes, and 
other items needed for the show. Photos of the 
event taken by neighborhood photographer Tamzin 
B. Smith (tamzinsmithphoto.com) are on the 
FCBCC website - friendscbcc.org. And now, back 
to the laboratory to come up with more scary things 
to add next October.
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Musclewood and Moth

by Eric DinersteinLocal Nature

tree with birch-like leaves—i.e., lots of teeth along 
the margins—from a quick glance nothing to 
write home about in terms of aesthetics. American 
Hornbeam favors the damp soils along the 
Potomac, but an untrained eye could pass a dozen 
examples every day on a towpath walk and never 
notice them. In the fall, the tree stands out a bit 
more when the leaves turn scarlet, purplish-red, or 
orange. Yet the amount of foliage is so sparse in 
comparison to oaks and beech—and the Hornbeams 
seem to drop their leaves so quickly—that they still 
go unnoticed. 

But once stripped of its foliage, like a boxer 
shedding his robe before Round 1, the essence of 
this tree is in full view, and the reason for its other 
common name—Musclewood Tree—emerges. 
The thin trunk is fluted with rope-like twists and 
swerves that resemble the sinewy, rippled look of 
a superb athlete. Why more sculptors haven’t tried 
to depict the unique trunk of the Musclewood is a 
mystery to me.

Once you learn this field trait, the Musclewood tree 
jumps out at you among the pawpaw and dogwood, 
the common trees of its height class. This tidbit 
of field taxonomy is a pleasure unto itself, but it 
also serves as an admission ticket into a larger, 
even more enjoyable exhibition—the interaction 
of seemingly unrelated living things in nature—the 
web of life.

Perhaps the most beautiful species of moth in North 
America, the Io moth, often deposits its eggs on 
the leaves of the Musclewood tree. The range of 
the Io moth overlaps with that of the Musclewood, 
extending from eastern and southern Canada to 
Florida, but the moth ranges even farther west to 
New Mexico and Utah. If you are not out at night 
under a bug-attracting light in summer you might 
never see this marvel. Male Io moths have bright 
yellow wings, while the females are reddish in 
color. Both sexes have on their hind wing one 
large black to bluish “eyespot” with some white 
in the center. This is widely regarded as a defense 
mechanism to scare off would-be predators. 
The males have larger, furrier antennae than the 
females, the better to find them and mate. And 
like a lot of moths, that is all there is to life. The 
adults never feed and live no longer than a week or 

The majesty of trees inspires artists of all 
kinds. Now that the eastern hardwood forests 
around Cabin John are ablaze in color, I see 

local painters seated in front of their easels en plein 
air, capturing the fall glory of a maple, dogwood, 
beech, or red oak. Winter is the more inspiring 
season for sculptors, when the trees have shed their 
leaves, exposing their dramatic architecture, which 
has been hidden all summer behind the green cloak 
of leaves. 

Moths are spectacular creatures, too, and worthy 
of painters’ attention in their own right. But when 
artists train their gaze on the Lepidoptera, it is 
normally the brilliantly colored butterflies that 
become their subject matter. Either way, I have 
often noticed that artists typically see nature, or 
its building blocks, in isolation, focusing on the 
individual subject before them rather than trying to 
depict or bring to life the connection of living, yet 
unrelated things. Here is my attempt at one such 
rectifying still life, aided by Trudy Nicholson’s 
illustrations.

One of the most striking trees in our flora is 
the American Hornbeam (known to science as 
Carpinus caroliniana). It’s a thin, short, spreading 
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two, their sole ambition in life being to procreate. 
If you do stumble upon one of its offspring—a 
full-grown caterpillar—stand back and don’t touch. 
The projections from its wriggly green body have a 
powerful toxin that will sting like the dickens.

The pawpaw and the spicebush, growing side 
by side with the Musclewood, have Lepidoptera 
species that oviposit on them, too. But here is a 
critical difference: the female Zebra swallowtail 
butterfly only deposits her eggs, one per leaf (as 
once hatched they are cannibals), on a pawpaw; 
nothing else will do. And the spicebush swallowtail, 
a close relative of the tiger swallowtail, will only 
put her eggs on a—wait for it—spicebush (although 
the related sassafras is also a good substrate). The 
Io moth is not such a picky eater: caterpillars will 
devour the leaves of at least two dozen common 
trees, shrubs, and herbaceous plants, ranging from 
mighty oaks, beeches, and red maples, to middling 
redbuds and flowering dogwoods, down to the 
minute showy partridge pea. No wonder the Io 
moth is such a robust flier—as a youngster, it feeds 
on Musclewood.

Taxonomists catalogue, classify, and even celebrate 
the building blocks of Nature: trees, moths, shrubs, 

WydlerBrothers.com  |  301.463.7800  

Eric W. Brooks 
REALTOR®  LICENSED IN MD, DC & VA

240.532.2001
eric@wydlerbrothers.com

I F  Y O U  WA N T  T O  A S K  M O R E  F O R  Y O U R  H O M E
A S K  M O R E  F R O M  Y O U R  R E A LT O R ®.

Eric knows Cabin John and The Gardens like the back of his paddle. He
understands this laid-back community with its rich history, natural
beauty and access to both DC and the Canal. CJ is known as the little
village with a big name and Eric brings a fresh perspective from a
small brokerage with a big name. Whether you’re navigating a tough
real estate transaction or through Mather Gorge, Eric is the guy to call.

E R I C  W.  B R O O K S
Father. Kayaker. Cabin John expert.

butterflies, tigers, 
elephants, electric eels, 
parasitic wasps, and 
nematodes, to 
list a few components. 
As the story of the 
Musclewood and the 
Io moth shows, often-
times in nature, 
the identification 
and study of one 
organism leads to the 
investigation of the life 
cycle and appreciation 
of another, such that 
one more of nature’s 
marvelous secrets is 
revealed. Art helps us 
appreciate the natural 
world around us; 
science helps us to look 
at the larger canvas 
to discover nature’s 
interconnected stories.

Innovative 
Landscapes

for 
Outdoor Living

Building sustainable gardens for birds, 
wildlife and people since 1980.

Mark Willcher & co., inc.
landscape designers/contractors

www.MarkWillcherCo.com
301-320-2040 

Mark@MarkWillcherco.com

2014  Best  of  Bethesda  award  winner
+

wash ingtonian award  winner
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events & activities

Clara Barton Commun�y Center

7426 MacArthur Blvd., Cabin John  |  240–777–4910 
OPEN:  Mon. & Wed.  9 am–9 pm � Tue. & Thu.  9 am–8 pm � Fri.  9 am–3 pm

Sat. & Sun. - rentals only  [closed December 24 through January 1, 2018]                                               
More on activities and classes at montgomerycountymd.gov/rec

Senior SENSATIONS

for seniors

Holiday Party

MOVIE OF THE MONTH:  
Frozen | Dec. 11 at noon

December 20  |  12:00 Noon  

GAME ROOM
new and impr�ed

Pool
Air Hockey

Foosball
Basketball Shootout

PlayStation 4 
Wii video games

Drop in to play, FREE with your Access Card.  
(To get your free Access Card, register at the CBCC reception desk)

Open 3:00 to 6:00 pm for ages 9 to 18 
Kids under 9 welcome if accompanied by a friend 13 or older. 

Others check for availability.

Lockers are available for all CBCC patrons. Bring your 
own lock and take it with you when you go.

Jordan Creed Joins The Village News as Business Manager 

by Vashti Van Wyke

How did you and your family come 
to call Cabin John home?
My husband Tim and I have lived all 
over the area, including Alexandria, 
Arlington, Silver Spring, and 
Kensington. Our favorite hobby is 
trail running, and we always found 
ourselves driving to Cabin John 
to run on the Cabin John trail and 
Canal. Eventually, we realized we 
should just move here, which we 
did in January 2016! We live on 
Archbold Terrace, with our 1-year-
old daughter Maren and our dog 
Luna, a Rhodesian Ridgeback. 

Besides trail running and caring 
for your daughter, what else are you 
involved in these days?
I have a Masters in Marine Science 
and have worked on environmental 
compliance issues for various cities, 

states, and federal entities. This winter, I will be 
leading a new Tinkergarten class here in Cabin John 
(Tinkergarten.com). This is a play-based outdoor 
class for children ages 1 to 5. I will hold the class at 
the CJ local park on Sunday afternoons this winter. 
As they say, “There is no bad weather, just bad 
clothing!” I’m also very interested in bringing a 
nature preschool/forest school into the community.

Why did you decide to volunteer as the new 
business manager for the newsletter?
Living in Cabin John has really exceeded our 
expectations! We have found it to be a great 
community where people are not distant or 
transient. We plan to put down roots here and I 
decided I’d like to get more involved in the life of 
the community. I’ve always had an entrepreneurial 
spirit so this job seemed like a great fit for me. I’m 
looking forward to contributing!

Tim and Jordan Creed

CJ neighbor Jordan Creed has 
volunteered to serve as the business 
manager of The Village News, replacing 
the much-beloved and long-serving 
Lorraine Minor. We are excited to 
welcome Jordan to the team and we 
thank Lorraine for her amazing 20 
years of dedication to the newsletter!
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Landscaping Professionals  
Dedicated to Exceptional Quality

Residential & Commercial  - Mowing & Maintenance

Landscaping - Design & Installation
Walks, Patios, Built-In Grills – Flagstone, Brick, Block/Stone
Retaining Walls – Stacked Stone, Flagstone, Block, Timber

Tree & Shrub Care – MD Licensed Tree Expert

Serving Montgomery Co. Homeowners Since 1983
Come Visit Our Web Site – www.hugheslandscaping.com

Or E-mail to info@hugheslandscaping.com

16111 Morrow Road, Poolesville MD 20837
(301) 330-4949 (O) / 301-977-4949 (F)

Hughes Landscaping

 
PATRICIA AMMERMAN 

Your Cabin John Realtor  
Cell 301-787-8989  

Office 301-229-4000 Ext 8306 

Top Producer 
Licensed in MD, DC & VA  

Fluent in  
English and Spanish 

 
pammerman@longandfoster.com 

Call PATRICIA, an agent who is HIGHLY    
EXPERIENCED in CABIN JOHN and THE   

GARDENS, it’s Amenities, Parks, and every-
thing that makes CABIN JOHN so special.   

 
EXPERIENCED, PASSIONATE, INTEGRITY, 

SKILLED NEGOTIATOR! 

Real Estate Activity in Cabin John Oct-Nov 2017
Courtesy of your neighbor and realtor Patricia Ammerman.

ACTIVE:  List Price BR FB HB Lvl Fpl Gar
2 Webb Rd. $469,000 3 1 0 1 0 0
8009 Cypress Grove Ln $789,900 4 4 0 4 1 2
8001 Cypress Grove Ln $795,000 6 3 1 3 1 2
2 Tomlinson Ct. $1,249,900 4 3 1 4 2 2
6608 80th Pl $1,385,000 4 3 1 3 2 0
8212 Caraway St. $2,595,000 6 5 1 3 1 2

UNDER CONTRACT:
6613 Persimmon Tree Rd. $881,900 4 5 0 3 1 2
6401 81st St. $925,000 4 3 0 3 1 0
6627 81st St. $1,018,000 4 3 1 3 1 2
6417 Little Leigh Ct. $1,195,000 5 4 1 3 2 2
6914 Seven Locks Rd. $1,399,000 6 5 1 3 2 2
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202.431.6365
www.ellenwilner.com 301-718-0010

Ellen Wilner

More than  

just a neighbor!

A seasoned sales professional with over 25 years experience 
who has sold Cabin John homes from $225,000 to $2.8 Million!

by Judy BrookesNeighborly News

December 10 will be the first anniversary of the 
death of Nicholas Amoruso. Nick was the eldest 
son of Clare and Phil Amoruso of Arden Road. 
Nick moved with his family to Cabin John in 
1985 when he was five years old. Nick always 
thought Cabin John was a special place to live. 
He enjoyed walking the family’s Chesapeake Bay 
Retriever, Lucy, down to the Cabin John Creek to 
swim. He started a lawn cutting business in high 
school. His younger brothers, David and Paul, 
followed him into this summer job as did Nick’s 
Dad after his retirement. Because of Cabin John’s 
proximity to the Potomac River, Nick became an 
avid whitewater kayaker. He also swam for the 
Palisades swim team for many years. Nick went 
on to graduate from Walt Whitman High School 
and the University of Maryland Smith School of 
Business. Nick is deeply missed by his family and 
many friends.

Announcement from Wellness Corporate 
Solutions (WCS)

All of us at WCS think of Cabin John resident 
Juliet Rodman (co-founder and Chief Wellness 
Officer of WCS) as the embodiment of our “Live 
Well” core value. That’s why we weren’t surprised 
when Juliet won the Nutrition Entrepreneurs 
Dietitian Practice Group’s 2017 Outstanding 
Dietitian Award! The award recognizes creativity, 
leadership, and involvement as a nutrition 
entrepreneur in the wellness industry. Juliet, of 
Archbold Terrace, was honored during NEDPG’s 
Annual Networking Event in Chicago on Oct. 22. 
As a registered dietitian herself, Juliet has always 
believed that RDNs should be at the forefront 
of employee wellness. That’s why she helped 
WCS build a network of more than 1,700 RDs 
nationwide—the largest in the industry. Health 
coaching is her passion.

The Wednesday Morning Ladies Coffee Group 
meets weekly at 10 am at The Market on the 
Boulevard. Drop in and meet fellow Cabin Johners!

The Vintage Gentlemen's Coffee Group will meet 
at The Market at 10:15 am on the first Tuesday 
and the third Thursday of every month. Show up, 
buy your cup of coffee or whatever and sit with 
the group for an hour or so of spirited discussions 
as we ponder local issues, bemoan political 
offerings and resolve international dilemmas. For 
further information you may email Bob Norris at 
lisabobjoseph@aol.com.

Please send news about your family and/or 
Cabin John residents (present, past or future!) 
to Judy Brookes at judy@brookes.com or call 
301.537.4165. Births, deaths, moves, graduations, 
accomplishments, ongoing club meetings, etc!
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w w w . m a n i o n a n d a s s o c i a t e s . c o m

R E N O V A T I O N S - A D D I T I O N S - N E W  H O M E S

C o n t a c t :  T h o m a s  M a n i o n ,  A I A

7 3 0 7  M a c A r t h u r  B l v d.  S u i t e  2 1 6
B e t h e s d a ,  M D   2 0 8 1 6
P h o n e :  3 0 1 . 2 2 9 . 7 0 0 0
F a x :     3 0 1 . 2 2 9 . 7 1 7 1

by Lori Rieckelman 
Cabin John is again partnering with the Brookmont 
and Glen Echo communities to provide holiday 
gifts for children in need through SOME (So 
Others Might Eat), an interfaith, community-based 
organization that helps the poor and homeless by 
providing services, education, training, and shelter.  

Over Thanksgiving weekend, the tree outside the 
front door of the Clara Barton Community Center 
will be decorated with paper "ornaments." Each 
ornament has the name, age, gender, and gift wish 
list of a child, adult, or family. Gifts are usually in 
the price range of $25-$40. Any dolls should be 
African American; please supply batteries with 
toys, and please bring no toys of violence (guns, 
pistols, etc.). Gift cards are especially appreciated 
for teenagers. Adult and family gifts are for parents 
who are setting up their homes in the SOME 
transitional housing. Their requests are typically 
household goods. Target, Walmart, and Amazon gift 
cards are also very nice gifts. 

CJ residents are encouraged to select an ornament 
or two off the tree and go shopping! Bring your 
gifts to the CJ holiday party at the community 
center on Dec. 10 from 5 to 7 pm or deliver them  
to my house (6423 79th Street) prior to Dec. 11.  
There will be a bin on my front porch where you 
can leave your gifts. If you are not able to make it 
to the tree to pick up an ornament and you would  
like to donate a gift, you can either email rieckell@
aol.com or call 301-320-6299 and I can select a 
name for you. Important: Please remember to 
attach the ornament card with the gift recipient’s 
name, age, and gender to your gift. Also, do not 
wrap the gifts. 

For the past 5 years, Cabin John families have 
generously provided 50 to 55 gifts for children 
and families who live in transitional housing in 
Washington, D.C. In addition, the Cabin John 
Citizens Association has donated the proceeds 
from the holiday party raffle to SOME. Last year 
the raffle raised $662. If you are unable to select 
an ornament, please consider donating to our 
Holiday Giving Tree project by coming to the CJ 
holiday party and purchasing raffle tickets. We 
could use volunteers to help with this effort, so 
please contact me if you would like to help. Thank 
you for your support!

Holiday Giving Tree Will Bloom 
In CJ For 7th Year
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For Grades 3-6

First up, Nico Smith, grade 4, CCES.
Q: What do you like about Club Friday?
A: I like to see my friends and hanging out and the 
     snacks are well-priced. Since I go to a different 
     school, I have a chance to see my friends.
Q: If you could change anything about Club 
     Friday, what would you change?
A: More TVs, more balls, bigger goal and gym.
Q: What movie would you like to watch?
A: Hidden Figures
Q: What rating would you give Club Friday, out 
     of 5?
A: 4.5-5  

Next, I interviewed James Skipper, grade 5, 
CCES.
Q: What do you like about Club Friday?
A: I like that it’s social.
Q: If you could change anything about it, what 
     would you change?
A: Nothing
Q: What movie would you like to watch?
A: Mrs. Doubtfire
Q: What rating would you give it?
A: 4.999999

After that, I interviewed Hannah Skipper, grade 
5, BES.
Q: What do you like about Club Friday?
A: I like that all my friends are here.
Q. What would you change?
A: I would change the ending time to later.
Q: What movie would you watch?
A: Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix
Q: What rating would you give it?
A: 4.0

Kids' Corner: Club Friday Rocks!

by Teddy Guroff, grade 4, BES

Hello everybody! I’m Teddy, 
and I am going to tell you 
about Club Friday. Before I go 
to the opinions, I want to tell 
you the basics. Club Friday 
will be held at the Clara 
Barton Rec. Center on Nov. 
17, Dec. 15, Jan. 19, Feb. 23, 
Mar. 23, Apr. 20, and May 18. 
Grades 3 to 6 are welcome. 
Anyone above or below can’t 

come. There is a registration fee of $62. There is 
cool stuff like games, crafts, movies, sports, DJs, 
moon bounces, special events, prizes, a snack bar, 
and raffles. It lasts for 2 hours, from 7 to 9 pm. 
Register online at ActiveMONTGOMERY.com. 

Now for the interviews! 

QA&
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Neighborhood ServicesNeighborhood Services
CABIN JOHN DOG WALKING: Midday walks to keep your pets happy 
and healthy. Many happy Cabin John and Carderock pet owners and their 
pets will happily give their recommendations. Call Carolyn 240-204-2953.

CHILD CARE. Licensed Family Day Care since 1991. References 
available. Call Siew. 301-320-4280.

 

 

LISAN MARTIN THERAPY 
Lisan Martin, MSW, a psychotherapist with over 

twenty-five years of experience, provides 
counseling to individuals, couples and families.   
A Cabin John resident, Lisan sees clients at her 
offices in Cabin John and Woodley Park, DC. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

www.lisanmartintherapy.com 
        7707 MacArthur Boulevard, Cabin John, MD 20818 

     2607 Conn. Avenue, N.W. Washington, DC 20008 
www.lisanmartintherapy.com 

202-537-6614 

Fourth, we have Allison Khani, grade 5, BES.
Q: What do you like about it?
A: I think it is a fun place to hang out.
Q: What would you change?
A: I think they should have a limit to how many 
     people in the bounce house at a time.
Q: What movie would you watch?
A: Diary of a Wimpy Kid
Q: What’s your rating?
A: 3.3

Next to last, I interviewed Luke Roddy, grade 4, 
BES.
Q: What do you like about it?
A: I like that there is low-priced candy and a high-
     quality moon bounce.
Q: What would you change?
A: I would make it so that there were more games 
     in the gym.
Q: What movie would you watch?
A: The Bee Movie
Q: What rating would you give it?
A: 5.0

Finally, we have Aidan Eagle, grade 4, BES.
Q: What do you like about Club Friday?
A: I like the bounce houses and the music.
Q: What would you change?
A: I think Justin Bieber [should help] staff 
     Club Friday.
Q: What movie would you watch?
A: Grown Ups
Q: What is your rating?
A: Five stars if Justin Bieber came to be staff at 
     Club Friday.

That was our last one! 
Remember, come to 
Club Friday on the 
third Friday of each 
month and sign up at 
ACTIVEMontgomery.
com! So, if your parents 
just want a break from 
you, there is a place 
where they can drop 
their kids off so you can 
have fun and Par-Tay!
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ELDER CARE HELP - Cabin John woman 
resident is looking for household work. Service 
includes: laundry, light cleaning, meal prep. grocery 
shopping. References available. Please contact 
Lynn at dcwaterstore@gmail.com

BALANCE, STRENGTH and FLEXIBILITY 
are just a few things that we work on in our fun-
filled exercise class. Come join us on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays OUR NEW STARTING TIME IS 
9 am!  For more information contact Carolyn at 
CarolynEvans728@gmail.com. 

PSYCHOTHERAPY IN CABIN JOHN - Lisan 
Martin, MSW provides individual, couples and 
family therapy at her Cabin John office, as well as 
in Woodley Park, D.C.  More about Lisan can be 
found on her website,www.lisanmartintherapy.com, 
or contact her at 202-537-6614.

COMPUTER SERVICES - DC/PC Computer 
Support offers friendly, personalized computer 
services to local residents. Services include 

maintenance, repairs, upgrades, tune-ups, new pc 
setups, virus and spyware removal, networking 
and training. Appointments are available 
mornings, afternoons and evenings. Telephone 
and e-mail support is also available. To schedule 
an appointment or learn more about our services 
email support@dc-pc.com or call Jim at 
202-841-0873.

PET CARE. YOUR PET WILL THANK 
YOU! Daily walks, play dates at my home with 
new friends, overnight stays at my home or 
yours - fenced-in yard means lots of playtime. I 
will pick-up and return your pet for play dates! 
Many neighborhood references. http://www.
licksandleashes.com, Lauren Nicholas cell 
808-286-6556

To place an ad in the Village News classifieds, 
send us your ad and payment of $0.25 per word by 
the deadline. If you have questions, call Lorraine 
Minor at (301) 229-3515.

THE VILLAGE NEWS is 
published monthly except in 
July and December and is sent 
free to all 700+ homes in Cabin 
John. Others may subscribe 
for $10 per year. Send news, 
ads, letters, and subscriptions 
to: The Village News PO Box 
164 Cabin John, MD 20818 [or 
VNeditorial@gmail.com] 

The next deadline is 10 am, 
Monday, January 15, for the 
issue mailing January 25, 
2018. 

Volunteers who make The 
Village News possible: Editors: 
Noelle Tower (Production/
Layout), Vashti Van Wyke 
(Content), Business Manager: 
Lorraine Minor 

Regular Contributors:  
Susan Shipp, Eric Dinerstein, 
Trudy Nicholson, Judy 
Brookes, Rachel Donnan 

Ads:  301-229-3515
or flminor@sdf.org or mail to 
Village News at above address

Neighborly News: 301-263-0388
or judy@brookes.com

Features/News:  301-320-1164
or vneditorial@gmail.com


